Ut 
> 
3 * 4 
3 4 Fe 
- 

LM | 
* 1 
1 

- £ * 
1 
: 
4 
* 4 
K 4 

# += 

8 * 
5 
2 - ps bs 
_— I 
. 
/ -— 41h 4 

"RA __ => 
£7 25 43 1 2 
27 SPED * 

3 „ +a4 

b . 3 * 

re. 4 

l 
3 
1 
2 
8 5 
s © | 
: 
1 


5 
E. 


85 Many Detected. 


BrJOHN H Fe ns 
ol the - a 15 ewpo 


-” 2 5% — 88 
4 o * 1 9 


— 


Min iter 
rt Pag 5 


— 
2 8 


* 


n — 
72 3 © - 
TH 


—— 


— 


af ? 3 
Wy . o 1 * 


ua 7 8 * EY 


q 


all thing.; 5 2 4 Promiſe of the pr 


ow by _ K that which i 5 10 ceme. If WH 
N 2 
Phinted- at Milton Erms near. B E, 85 FE BD 5: 
- by U. Robinſon, and Sold by Fobn, 775 : x, It 


* 


the Green Dragon in Little- Brit „ 
og Ford at the ve im the” Polling, 


4x 
l r 
* 
76 
*. 


it indicie He ere baue I 
. A ON $2560 
e e ebene 
in oh Stated and Viodicated:“ 


- And the Common 1 kes of 


: 140; g 6 
= 4 2 b 
* 77 tns * 22 : 5 
— ö * 2 * 
ä * wa > . 
EY * 
— 


7 Kab let PHY, Vat | 


1 Tim. 4. 8. — Bat eee is profitable. f rt 


2 
x 1 
hy wh. 


ON. 2 


5 1 — 
1 S 
3 1 
22 * 4 = 
3 2 1 


"7 


Pg 


 SanGrfication in the. 


10 be wrought > as appears 


is the Truth: For I am very 7 9 that 


ct e e een 
Sis 9 5 af 


that gre-truly- | 
vp feel no more o, 
it in'themſelvess So, one 12257 1 think, none of theſe 
bon blame me lor th; Eng Tu to_Promute_its 
Many have Une well in thewmg the Neceſſity cf i 3 
yet great part of Mankind, yea even of Profeſſors 

themſelves ſeem-to-bewnra; loſs, either as to f 
Natzreof it, o the way and Mannerbownat-comes 
by 17 al eriug Fenti- 
ments about it: And no won o little Ex- 
perienced, and Practiſed, hen no more underſtood. 
Tis a hard Matter to Preach this DoArine in an 
Evangelical Stile, but ſuc randed as 
Anmomiant, becauſe they make ſuch a wide dif- 


ference between inherent Grace and imputed 


Righteowſneſs. T not my Tt 10. eſpouſe, a. 
oppoſe © any. Party > but to endeavour to unite. all 


ariſe from the 
"this ad £4 


moſt of our nuhapy ' Differences 
want of a rio hs Underftans we 


—— 


it Preſumption in me fo pretend t 

light in 7 Truth than what has — 

receivedin Ages paſt, I have litte more t . fy for 
2 


my ſalH ede that 1 to God an aut he, 


and. deſire of Unity among Chl Gd 2 
 back'd by the Imprtunity of ſuch as I bad Com- 
_Thowghts unto, bave 


municated a Sch 


preuailed upan me. And 7 * ndeſt any new 


Che herein, let the Father. ights bave the 
G 


3 who often reveals thole Things to Babes 
| which be hides from the Wiſe and Prudent, 
| 710. yet 2 "111 
Hear; as to excite to more  Holine(s. of Life, I 
Hall not think'm Labour loſt. And if in Read ing 


thou cant not fall in with me in every thing; yet 


fo nce the Subjeft'ts ſo weigbty and meceſfary, and 
bon thinkeſt wy weakneſs > 55 it ſhould prove thy 


own, not ſo to do: LC, hereb 


Diſpleaſure of 75 but 


7hine 1 


fear none ſo. zune 


I expect the Devil wil Rape : As Nothing ir 


more contrary to bis Nature aud Intereſt than True 


Holineſs, ſo not bi . bim more than. 7 ſee it 
d 


in our Lives, and bear it clearly Preached in our 
Doctrine. And the more be ſees of this in any, the 


more he bates em. Jig true, it_doth not u,, 
rk, 


to _bear | Duttes reached, 


urb him to near thisDoArine. reached i 
muddy and lega Stila 
And yet Hearers 
what Rule, Y 


t ignorant by what Power, by 
f0- woat End 445 UL Der 


them. Fer as * 9 be is ſueb an 
r Enemy 
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bat i 


old Light may but (0 (hine into thy 


2 ſo good, Mar with me a little in bat 


10 inc ur the: 


Enemy to true Holineſs, yet can connterfeit it when 


- 


cm». 


be can ſerve bi Intereſt thereby. So, be matters 


not; tho Duties are Preached,' jea, or Pratiilcd, 


If we will look no further than a Form of Godlineſs, 


well knowing. ({uch 2s can reſt here 


re ſafer in his 


Cuſtody then the moſt prophane Wretch : Fir while 


the Latter lies more liable to Reproof and conv3ti- 


on, the Former has fled for Refuge to the Pelluted 
Santtuary of their own Duties, and drive 1hem cut wi 


3 — 


0” — 


— ue WE gf 


III allo eapect to inrage the wicked World. As 


the Devil and wicked Men are carrying cn be 


\ 


Same Intereſt, ſo while we diſpleaſe tbe Former, 


we cannot expect to pleafe the Lifter. The Hea- 
then will rage, when God comes to ſet bis King 


upon bis Holy Hill of Zion. Thele naturally bate 


ſound Doctrine, and love ſmooth things. "Theſe 
love to bave ſoft Pillows put under all Arm-hboles - 
tbat they may ſleep quietly : would have us take 


no more notice of Holineſs in our Doctrine, then they 
do in their Lives. And be is moſt welcome to 


them that can ſuit bis Doctrine to em. | 


Na, I am not altogether without Fealouſſe, that 


| ſome prejudic'd Profeſſors may take Offence at 


. what I have wrote, For who can ſtand before 


Envy? Some. can [cares Read any thing 27 it bout 


prejudice” but what is their Own; or done by 
ſome of the ſame Denomination : Who ſeldom diſ- 


like any thing from theſe, or like any thing from 


others. Who rather enquire what the Aut her 2, 

than what be has written, and if they find thas. , 
be follows not them, are ready to wiſh for a Fire 
R 


fi 
* * 


* * 


N 


on Earth te conſume his Works, Panl's Perils 
from falſe Brethren were great. Such as theſe 


© Jowe to do all they can to render other Men's La- 
hours uſeleſs, by ſpeaking mtanly of them, or thoſe . 


that wrote then, But tu Ne it t [eems a [mall 
5 11 7 udgment. Tbe 
efled Paul bed ſore that (pale 1415 of 2 of bim; 


and tho" th.y could not deny but what be bad writ- 


ren was weirhty, and powerful, yet they found 
Fault that bi Bodily Preſence was Weak, and his 
| Speech Contemptible. Thus when our Lord Chriſt 


bad ſpoken till bis Hearers were #ſtoniſhed at bis 
DoGrine, yet thay could not down with it, that be 


was a Corpenter's Son, and they were "offended, 
Matt. 13. 54+ 55. 57. 58. Thus you ſee bow 
impoſſible it is to eſcape the Cenſure of ſome Men. 


bur I. long as I have God far me, my own Conſcis 


ence, and fintere unprejweiced Chriſtians , TU ſet 


. #heſe Fore againſt the other. As we all agree to 


be eail'd Chriſtians, tho we come under different 
: Denomination; otherwiſe; ſe tis ſad that weſhould 

»ot all agree in that, w bich is ſo eſſential to Cbri- 
Hianity, as to be Hily our ſelves, and to promote 


it in others to our utmoſt. But ſince we find it is © 


not thut, we muſt ſilently. ſuffer Holineſs to be 


flighted, or break. through ſome Diſcoura#ements = 


to promote it; and leave the Succeſs to God. 
22 as T ad Compoſed —.— 
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Fund's 221 len, in 1 or that had 


from Heaven to conſume bim, or at beſt, 4 Fire 
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| aa. Scripture been con- 
Julted wore, end t ber. Authors Jeſs, there had not 
been luck [ad M 


deliver? d the ſame l Matter as fo the S 11 2 of 
Hav 


it, that mine ſhould never [ee the Light. 1. bavz 
fa Mr, Marſhal], Allien, &c, bat weber! 1 


have ſtolen out theſe, or any ways 3 ary of 
171 leave 45 to him * n fo Judee, I 
muſt. acknowledge, under Divine Aſſiſt ance. t bis 
is whally my own. So tht if I am purſued, 1 
baue none to flee to for Shelter but the great Au- 
#bor of the Scripture, whoſe Word | bave been 
tender of Corrupting > nor Bag | preſt theſe beet 


Brea 74 of Conf olation eo hard gr forced Scripture 


againſt it Wills to ak 7 n my Dialect. 
Ren it in its Genuine Senſe * and en · 
deavoured (Igo) to Compare Spiritual Things 


with 7 So that while ot hers bave 2 4 
to the Fathers, and other arent Men. as i 


Oracle; to ſtand by them, \ ca 
Pope that 1 be is the pres 
Man {pake A and that f 


ſincere Chriſtians, bs neg Le ied of 


what I have written; wit bout the tri line ug Flou- 
riſhes of Marginsl Quotations. For tho” I c a 
due Neference to ſuch wortby Lights as ba ve 


gone before, yet to_mme, one Quotation from Paul 


is more than a bundred from any of the Fathers. 


And I cannot but Think, 4 


akes made as have been, _ there- 


gs I have en 
4 5 ee 


are true or bt. 


— — — 


unwilling to put the Poor Reader to too much Coſt 


VI ) 


as little Room as may be; conſing rather to ſay 
much in à little, then a little in much, and am 


or to cauſe the Rich Reader to ſpend too milk 


S peech, that as it concern all, fe 
| pacity may underſtand it. 

dont need the w! 1 
ne and Faſhionable CPths don't always cauſe 1 be 


often nit 2 E. Heart. that have leaſt of the 
Wiſdom of the Fleh mingled with them. For tho 


that come iE. 1E ration. of the Spirit, 
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I have Endeavoured to contract my Matter into 


muſs, warmih, ſo Tam perſwaded thoſe Truths 


The Wards of Man's Wildom may Entice the Be 
| Ear ih hear, yet thoſe NA. 
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The Beauties of Holineſs. 


8 1 
Pp WORM 1 


Rama 


1, Theſf. 5- 23, And the very God ef Peace 
Sanctiſie you wholly & c. EE 


* 


by N * 
* 
- E n— 
. 
, 


HE, Apolile is Earneſtiy 
Exhorting to the Per- 


= I formance of ſeveral u- 


ties in the foregoing 
Verſes, and here directs 


them to the Way, how 


. 


t a 
Sanctifie us, we 


can nevi Glorifie him. Before he exhorts to 


Duty, and now ſhews by what Power they muſt | 


do it. *Tis not enough that God in his Word 


reveals our Duty, unleſs 2! bis Spirit he enables 
ug dot. The Apoſtle ſeems widely to diſtin- 


guiſh between meer external Duties, and true 
Sanctification: In that, after he had exherted to 


- 
* 
* 


to perform them in a 
ri nner. y Till - 


- : 


* 


the Former, he prays fo aſt for the La: 


2 The Beauties of Holineſs. 
and indeed, the beſt_Duties performed in our 
own Sttenpth-ate butde: 1 Wor or as weall 
are in adead Cate till Renewed 3 fo our-Works 
- mult be dead allo; net only wicked d Works, ' 
which are directly contraty to God's Law, but 
even ſuch Works which as to the Matter are a- 
greeable thereunto. Hence, tho' it is a Duty to 
meet to Worſhip God, yet ſays Gods Ia. 1. 13. 
— The calling of Aſſemblies, I canust away with; 
it is . even the Solemm Meeting. So tho' 
Sscrifice was appointed of God himſelf 3 vet, 
*tis ſaid, Prov. 21. 29. The Sacrific e of the Wick- 


ed is an Abomination becauſe, tho” it was a Duty, 
yet, thePerſon that offer'd it was wicked, _ God 
F looks to the Principle ag well as the Alen; end 
; ormer Is Þ Bo d tis — the 


in Nr next > Wins ds 
S; ir, and Soul. and 


are Lam, tht which he here ans | 

very ſincere Soul deſires and can can * * 2 : Q 
tue Grace cannot reſt in any degree ſhort of . | / 

that in Glory; it is thankfull for the leaſt, but 

covets earneſtiy the belt. things; Saying with 

Paul, Phil. 3. 13. 14. — Forgetting thoſe things 

which are behind, and | Reaching forth to thoſe 1 

Fbings "which are " before : $ e towards the bl 

ark, Kc. O with what caſuxe_doth the ö 
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The Beauties of Holineſs. 


ed Faultleſs before the Throne, when his Sandi 
- fication ſhall be as perfect as his Juſtitication is 
now: ongs to have the loſt Image of God 


reſtered in it's Luſtre and Beauty. He that 


thinks he hath Holineſs enough, has none. What 


himlelf prayed. for the ſame for his Dilciples, 
John 7. 17. Sanfifie «bem 1hro' thy Truth. 


The. Doctrine {rom the Words is this | 
Doc. E . it 2 2 Excellent and 


\ hp Thing. | 
85 ndling of which I ſhall 5 


5 5 may * u to God for it » and that ſuch 


4 Apply the Whole. 


4. To bew. what n 
can never Prize! it, nor Pradtice it ari 


know what he want 


it_is:- 


Proves..a 
means why many think d they have it when Lp 


have 0 


| ays for in the Text, many a ſincere | 
Soul has prayed for in his Cloſets Yea, Chriſt 


it, „ that PEN! as * 4 2 


4 Tbe Beauties 0 of Holi. 
have it not, and ſo feed upon Aſhes 3 and oth other 
ho have it, think they have not. 
Some think themſelves Sanctified that are Der, 
a deceived Heart hath turned them aſide. They 
look on Sanctification to be nothing elſe but to 
be Morally Honeſt, or at beſt to conſiſt of ſome 
Formal performance of Duties towards God, and 
thus like the Phariſees of Old, they make cheal the 
Oatlide, while inwardly they are full of; Ex- 
tortion and Exceſs: Such as theſe c often 
Scoffers at True Fanctiticat ion. 
2. Others are ready to think they are not 
truly Sanctified when they are, who finding ſuch 
a Body of Sin in them, and ſuch imperfections 
attending, their beſt Service, are Serv CE 27 Teng y 10 to think 
True Grace isnot content Tent wel fas ſuch Infirmities. 
How needfulthen to ſhew what it is, to nt 
theſe Miſtakes? Therefore, ö 1 
L conceive, SanRtification may be comprehy 99 
cd under their general Heads It conſiſts in 
a Reſernblance of God, and a Conformity to Cod, 
eG thele we may Judge beth as to the Trut h, 
and Meaſure of our SanGtification. i 5 = | 
I. It conſiſts in a Reſemblance of Ge is 
I take to be the moſt Noble and Excellent Part 
of Sa Sandification, and excells tha C Part that doth 
confi in an External Conformity to the. of 
as the Caule is more Noble then it's Effects, 
| Ea 0r,_as that which is more immediately im Felt 
ont upon the Soul by G Gods Hand, excells all __ is 
2 e Bs 'A5 Adams Sanctification did conſiſt 
in his 7 bis being made after the Image of God, fo _ - 
Ot 


The Beauties of Holineſs, 


doth principally conſiſt, while here, in the reparation 
of that Image. When the Apoſtle had prayed 
that God would Sanctifie them, (as in the Text) 
he ſubjoyns, and I pray God that your whole 
Spirit, Soul, &c. be preſerved Blameleſs; as the 
more immediate Sabjects in which it doth reſide. 


ward Actions, yet God looks to the Heart; and 
requires Truth in the Inward Parts, As under 
the Old Lam God required a Firſtling of their 
Flockto be Offer d in Sacrifice, and pronounced 
that Man Accurſed, that had in his Flock a Male, 
yer Vowed and Sacrificed to the Lord a Corrupt 


Thing: So we do but deeteve our ſelyv think 
that under this more Spiritual Diſpenſation, God 


— 


” 


WI ut off with External Performances. 
Nor is it enough to ſay that True Saneflficatien 


is ſeated in che Soul and Spirit, but it might be 
proper. to conſider how it Acts and what influ- 
1 


elle it. hath there.: But tg. ſhew its AQiings in 
the_Facultics of the Rational Soul, and. in the 
Paſſious of the Animal Spirits, would exceed 


= 


= 


8 


4 | The Beauties of Holineſs. : 
my Def his Book; only to ſpeak as to che 
Will. and leave the Reſt to your Meditations. - | 


I he Will of an Unſan&tified Soul is Stubborn 


and Rebellious, and will not ſubmic to the Will 


of God : And tho? we are willing to be ſaved 
fm Hell. yet not from Sin. We are not will- 


ing to be ſaved in God's Way. We neither like 


Chriſt, as the only Purchaſer of Heaven, Nor 


holineſs, as the Way thar leads to Heaven, The 
Language of our Hearts is, as, Tus 19. 14. — 


We will not have this Man to Reign over ws 
- Henee (ys our Lord, John, 5. 460. And ye will 


wot come to me that ye might bawe Life, He 


doth not here fa) {> JE cannot eome, tho" that is 
true, but ye wi 
*Tis not mers Inatvlii 


willing; 3 for in ſome Cal 


there may be a 


Vit, 


not come, becauſe that is as frac, 
y that makes us un- 


—— 


* 


where there isnot a Power; as, Rom. 7. 18, — 
For to ro. Wl, it prefewt With h me, but how to erform - | 


that which 3s Good, T find not + But it is _ 
| "the Will, that is the Ca 
of this Inability 3 and tl icreſore when this K re- 


| moved, how readily doth the Soul | with 
Chi MF? I wants not Abilit this ftub- 


bornneſt in the WAIT ie rene ; ſo that there 
is that in our Unfaneriped Will, that hinders us 
from coming to Chrilt, but nothing to further us: 


al, yet that we 


So that tho tg Will is Natu) 


Will well is wholy  owin ve Grace of God. 
And to me it tems impoſſible, that of 


Free · will, ſhould and with the Free- Sac of 
God * in*the Soul, © | 1 
| or 


Nor doth the depravity of our UnſanRikicd 
Will, leſs appear in it's Oppoſition to Holineſs, 
as it is the Way to Heaven, Rem. 8. 7. Mind, 
can't be ſubiect to the Law of God ſo long as it 
arnal. you have | the Language of a Carnal 

Heart, Job. 21. 14. = We deſire not the Know- 
. The Ways of God are a 
Burthen to us, and therein we do but work 


1 againſt the Grane. We do but imitate Saul, 
who forced himſelf to offer Sacrifice. If we r. 


not openly prophane the Sabbath, yet we long till 
it is path * 5. And of each Duty we are 
ready to fay, what s Wearineſs is it. Mel. 1. 13. 
9 om do ſuch much regard Duty, but in 


5 Lieknels, or under fear o 5 Or which 


Du img une ĩ P Ä 


| — — e and. * Na- 


is heart] ans yea vehement]y de- 
Chrift ; all the Doors of che 


ſo this King of Glery may enter in: The Soul 
is willing to take Chriſt with all Inconveniencies > 
and to be Nothing that he may be all: He is 
now not only willing to be ved, bat to be 
be by Cheiſt alone. 


| Nolab Change bs ther ne in the Will as to Ho- 


The e 7 Holineſs. 7 


Grace 8 a 2 e 

| | in nothing more. Now 
yea, as it were barr'd 
and bolted againſt Chriſt, now fly open + that 


- 
wv 
4 * 8 " 44 4 . * ay " 2 " ” 


$ The Beauties 2 Hale ; 
I delight in the Law of God after. the Inward 


Han: And tho' lometimes weary in Duty, yet 
never weary of Duty. yea the Soul is now as 


| hard to be kept from Duty, as before 1 Is was to 3. 


content with Chriſt in neg 


need it ſeem ſtrange that a . Soul is 12 
Fe to-obe the [ Law, whenSanRtification —.— 


1 the Will [of God. a5 It Is his Will 3 
we ſhould bet Holy,: fois it our wit, 1 earneſt 
Deſire too, to be ſo. STO 


A SanGlified Soul doth not Arn begin toWork, 


to Werk, Pbil. 2. 13. As indeed, without che 
Will. che Work. is dead, and of no Worth. and 


11 ned Heb: 31. 1: 
25 —— ill. as the 58s unde 
the Law were to be Free · will Offerings, tho? Gf. 
little worth, many of them 3 fo no lefs doth God 
engage the will in ail acceptable wang 7d er 
the np 2h wes 

Nor — true SanRification. conf 8. in "mere 


Sun may 28. wall ie and 1 
Are burn nnd not Rive = | 


4. . 


„ —. 
be And. 


and d then begin to Will, bur firſt co Will and then * 
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The Beauties of Holineſs. 9 
8s Grace be in the Heart, without holineſs of life: 


Dor as when Carnal, we not only approved of, and 


delighted in Sin, but committed the ſame with 
greedineſs, ſo, when there is Spiritual Life, there 


Will be Motion, and Action agreeable, ' A good 
Tree can t be barten, but will abound in Fruits of 
 . Righteouſneſs. ſays David, Pla. 119. 32. I will 

run the May of thy Commandments,” when thos 
ſhalt enlarge my Heart. No fooner doth God 
free us from the Fetters of our Sins but we run in 
His Ways. No [oener were th 


: Perſons: kind- 


ly pricked at the Heart by Peters Doctrine, but 


they Cry out, Men and Bret bren what ſhall we 
do ? As before, we either do nothing, or elſe work 
-' forlite, 0 now we 8 from lite. Niore 2 


cularly Yo ates 440; * 
En This extics Fe? is diligent perfour:ance | 


E FP I of al ſuch duties as God requires more lmmediate- 
ue as to hümſelf; and as God is the Souls chiefeſt 

| Good, fo it takes @ eſpecial delight in thoſe Du- 
ties wherein God is moſt Enjoy'd, And the 
|. _ nearer the Soul draws to God in any Duties, the 


more the Soul 8 80 in thoſe Duties. As Eraycr 
| ben 


he is wont to 


igh to us; ſo the ſ⸗ ahi 
or it, and is much in che Performancs of 


| Frag He counts it no ſmall Priviledge that hehas a 
to come to, to whom he m2y-unbeſome hims 


: and as 4 Senſe ſe of our wants will be onr beſt 


dae in prayer; ſo a Senſe of Gad? Infinite Per- 


ions, and mercies to us, ve be our higheſt"ex- 
citerhents to praiſe him. yericts Soul is 


cxrtainly an Unit a 


LY 


——_—_— N © 
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1e The Beauties of Holineſs. 

| is the duty of hearing the Voice of Chriſt 
inthe Goſpel leis eſteemed. as this 1s frequently the 
' Infirument inthe Hand of the Spirit to work the 
firſt Principle of Sanctification in the Heart, fo the 
Soul thus Sanctified by it, can t but have a dear 
love for it. Feremiab is ſaid to be SanRified, and 
ſee how-he Eſteem'd God's Word, Jer. 15. 16. 
Thy Words were found and 1 did eat them, and thy 

Word was unto me the Foy and refeyeing of mine 
| Heart. David was a Man after. God's own 
Heart, and ſee his love to his Word, Pf. 19. 

10, OSweeter alſo than 8 5 and the Honey- 
| Comb. As when God at firſt Sanctifies, he 2 


an earneſt deſire of doing all we can to honour 


him, ſo that Soul Tan't but prize the Word, ſince 


therein he is taught what, and how to do. As a 
Sanctified Soul has a Right to the Priviledges of 
the Goſpel, ſo he delights to be hearing of them, 


, Nor or hath he a leſs Eſteem for the 3 = 
_ to, yet have a high Eſteem for it, a 7 
the Happineſs of ſuch as they think fitter than 


they. Asall Saints delire to grow in Grace, and : 


this Ordinance is appointed to this End; ſo the 
wich colf That 


cannot count this light Bread, W. 
| ſo dear. He that truly loves, and values the Ma- 


ſter of this Feaſt, dare not put a Slight upon his W 7 


proviſion, either by turning his back upon it, or 
any undue and Irreverent Approach to it. 45 


he earneſtly deſires the Preſence of Chriſt, ſo he 


lights! to be we her is wont to make himſelf 
f known 
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known. As this. Ordinance has a divine Stamp up- 


— 


on it, ſo a Sanctified Soul, when in the Exerciſe 
of Faith, delights to partake of it. Thus have 1 
hinted on ſome Duties toward God more im- 
mediately. ; 


(20 Nor hath it le Tofluence on our Du- 


ty toward Men. When Sagctification comes more 
tolncxeafe, there will be more Juſtice, yea, aud 
Kindneſs between Man and Man : It will engage 
us to render to God the thing 

and unto Man the--things that are Man's, 


impoſhble for any to keep a Conſcience void of 


offence towards God; that doth not with equal 
diligence labour to do the ſame towards Men. 
Ac, 24. 16. Or that he ſhould faithfully diſ- 
charge his Duty to that God whom he has not 


ſcen, that neglects it to Man that HE hath ſeen. 


1 Fol, 4. 20, He that comes ſhort in the Leſſer, 


will much more in the Greater. True Sanctitica- 
tion will oblige us to walk, by that golden Rule, 
to do by others as we would they ſhould do to us. 


Matt, 7. 12. And tho? Sanctification takes in 
more than this, as I have ſhewed; yet he chat 
* wants thi 


| leaftpaxtof it, and is a Lyer; to pretend to a near 


not ſo much as a ſhew of the 


Relation to God, and to enjoy communion with 


God, and yet come ſhort of what Heatbeng have 
attaltiedto; and 808 


| rned to be charged with the 
_ Omiſhonol. © i | | | 


And yet how many ſuch are there that 
to 


t. gan Talk much, 
| and Pray long who only Watch for an Oppor- 


B 2 


Y Y pretend 
cater light than others; t 


tu nity 


\ 
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tunity to defraud. and cheat, and that even their 
Brethren : who reſolve to loſe nothing they can 
get, their Neck being ſafe ; nor part with any 
thing they have thus gotten, ſo long as they can 
keep it, and the leaſt Reputation with it. Theſe. 
are the Wound to Religion: by theſe the good 
Ways of God are expoſed. If true Sanctification 


' cannot conſiſt with a Niggardly keeping what we 
ve juſtly gotten, when we have Ability to 


give, and know of fit Objects to receive, How 
much leſs can that Man have the leaſt degree of 


at that unjuſtly adds to what he has. Such as 


theſe come ſhort of ſuch as have come ſhort of 
Heaven. We read of a certaiff*Man that came 


#hat T may Inherit Eternal Life? Mark, 10. 1). 
among other things, he bids him defraud not- 


He replied, all the bave I obſerved Yorks my. 


of Silver; but as he 8 laſt vymited up his ſweet 
T Morſel 


4 — — — —— 


Word is as good as his Bond; he had rather be 


thinks with 8 ne Prov. 16. 8. Berter 1 2 


if erer they have, this unjuſt dealing will colt 
them dear. Such will ſay as Zacchens, Luke 19, 
'— If T bave taken any Thing 


the Apotile had been thew! 


knew the worth « what 
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Morſell, ſaying, I have Sinned, ſo will theſe, 
when they will meet with no more Pity than 
he, to whom it was ſaid,, See ye #9 that. i 

A Sandtified Perlon dare not, O he dare not 
tread in the Steps of theſe wicked Men; his 


poor and Joneſt, than rich and Wicked: He 


little with Riphteousneſs, than great Revenues 


"without Right. He had rather dine on Herbs 


with Peace of Conſcience, than on a Stalled-Ox 


without it. 'T rue Grace will excite us to act juſt- 


ly, not only in matters when the contrary can't 
be hid, but when no Eye of Man ſees us. 


All Ian ay for ſuch as under a Cloke of Re- 


ligion li He in wait to deceive. is, they are 5 Fri- 


ſoners of ho 3.95 for nettfication, at the preſent 
have > but tis poſſible they may; an 


rom any Man by un- 
him Forrfold. When 


Aceuſ[ation, I Reſtore 


ing the Sin of defraud- 
ing &c.'1"Cor. 6. 8. he adds, v. 11. aud {uch 


were [ome of you» But ye are Santiified. To ſhew 
what a Change that SanRityipg Grace had made 


in that Reſpect. TO 4, 46 


2 General is to 82 (as I am able) how ex- 
cells and deſirable Sanctiſigation E and that! it 7¹⁵ 
was not without good cauſe that che Apolſſe in 

Text prays fo carneſtly to ; for he well 34 
bra. 4 or, Þ ad in- 3710 
B 3 ä * deed - 


— — 
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9053 to be made like God, and to be made con- 


formable to God; (tho ſome mea are 
reat, and dehirable things. O the Beauties enlight- 
. ned Souls ice in Holineſs! they not only admire it 


F 
look on ſuch as bear God's Ima age, to be theex-. 
ceſſent 'of the Earth. 

The Carnal World indeed ſe no excellency 


in it, nor are their re their Deſires drawn forth after it. 
It they : are but Ric Rich, and Honourable, as for 


they from deſiring, and admiring it, that they 

often caſt the reatelt Conte n_1 | 
them in whom it moſt c learly diſcovers it fe! 
is h hard for ſuch a one to Paſs the Streets ; wit 
ſome Scoff and leer; there goes a Saint: they look 


ſcouring of all things, and the vileſt Sinner ſhall 
be more reſpected than they. The only Reaſon of 
this Contempt, is, becauſe they are Holy, Pl. 38. 
1 Cain, that flew Abel, becauſe his Works 
werd Righteous, Could we Sin with that Freedom 
they do, we ſhould be better treated by them; 
but it we depart from iniquity, we make our 
ſelves a Prey : and the more they ſee of this in us, 
the higher their Rage (wells againſt us. If we 
will but halt between two, and ſerve God to Day, 
and Baal To morrow, if-we can but extend our 
Charity ſo far as to hope well of ſuch as we have 


no goo, Ground of hope from Scripture, then we 
5 may e in bettereſteem il z them 3 but if we 
= | xel lve to follow Chriſt wholly, and not re- 


caſe 


on theſe to be the very! filth of the World, and off. 


The Beauties of Holineſs. "if 
ceive the Mark of the Beaſt, on our Foreheads, 
nor in the hollow of our Hands; if we will not 
put Darknefs for Light, nor Sweet for Bitter, 1! 


we will not walk as Hypocrites our ſelves, nor 
cannonixe thoſe for Saints that do, then we muſt 


expect the World will rage. 

| And as for Sanctitication it (If, they h hate it; 
yea, and Te very means that God Has appointed 
in order to our obtaining it: They had rather be 


in a Play-houſe than in the Houle of God: they 
care not for coming near the Light, left their 
Deeds ſhould be reproved: They more delight in 
that which is the Cauſe of Damnation, than in 


the means of our Sandification. Chriſt ſays of 


ſuch, Matt. 13. 15. — And their Eyes bave then 
cloſed”; leſt at any time they ſhould ſee with thei 
Eyes, and boar with their Ears, and ſbould under- 
tand with their Heart, and ſhonld be Converted, 
and I ſhould beal them. Sanctification is a thing 
that looks little in their Eyes; they think it un- 
mans a Perſon to be affected under the Word, 
and to turn his Back on merry Company for 15 


fear of Sin; and to deny himſelf in what mi ight 


be profitabe to him; and to expoſehimſelf to the 


Scorn of the World, which he may ſo caſily avoid. 
Now what doth all this proceed from, bnt Ig 
Norance of the e excellenc of that which they fo 


ad 2 
Nn One the would not have — 


- 
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may ne not be diſcouraged under theſe Reproaches, 
nor Sinners go on. mocking, I {hall endeavour to 
_ demonltrate the Worth and Value of the Thing, 
by ſuch Arguments as cannot cafily be gainſaid. _ 

1; Sunculication will appear excellent and de- 
ſirable, 1 | 


till Sanctiſed. "As our H.ppinels i is great when 


we do partake of it, ſo our Miſery is no leſs in the 


want of it: As the Participation of it makes us re- 
ſenible "God in_ ſome meaſure, To the. want of it 
makes us as like che. Devil, What a wretched Con- 


dition was Adam in when he had loſt the Image 


[be = No Tels wretched, is the. State of. his 
Offs pri Ig till it is repaired. Io ſee one under 


1 Power an wg of Sin, is a Ks Sight; 
uch lie weltring in t cir Blood. The Prophet 
compares ſuch 8 a wretched Infant, caſt out to 
the Loathing of his Perſon : They are filthy, Pol- 
Juted, yea, dead in Sin 3 the Soul remains the 
' Game it was at firſt, but the Rectitude of it is loſt; 
like a Beantiful Face, 3570 d by ſome ſad Diſtem- 
per. The Faculties are A Il ed, like an In- 


ſtrument ch t:hath 155 ſtring broken, or untun- 
Ill is. ubborn, the Underſtanding 
dark, the Aſfections = DE no op - 


| ene? is Carnal, and errox ious, the Ms trea- 
c6hbhberxous, and che very Conſcience that is * asa 


Guide, is dehiled, and often miſled: Nor are the 
Natural Paſhions more regular. : | 
that wicke ; 


3 _cably State 
dd beſo dreadful; bot ture I am, a ; Saint that is 


delivered from it, and hath. ſeen and felt the Evil 
of it it, will ion ſer” to his Seal that this is true. O 


when 
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| When a poor Soul that has liv'd in Sin, comes to 
be enlightned, and made to ſee the Plague of his 
on Heart, and the exceeding ſinfulneſs of Sin, 


how will it roll it ſelf in the duſt, crying out, un- 
clean, unclean! Now he can reſt no longer in it; 


Now wich the Jaylor he ſtands trembling, and 
aſtoniſhed, crying what ſhall Ido? And that not 


only becauſe of the State it ſces it ſelt liable to 


in the World to come, but alſo upon the Aceount 
of the State it has lived in here in this World. 
Oh! how it breaths and longs for deliverance: 
Oh bring my Soul out of this fad Priſon-houle s 


Mean time it dreads to take one Step further 


in that Way it has formerly walked in 8 ſo 
much delight: he had rather joyn to ſuch as are 


Ss anctificd, with all the Inconveniencies that do 


attend em, than continue in his former State. 
Tes, the conſideration of the State it has conti- 
nued in, and the Folly it has been guilty of, is 


matter of the greateſt Shame, and Grief, Its for- 


mer Pleaſures are now as Gall and Wormwood. 
It ſees it hath nothing now to glory in; and fo 
with ſhame begins to take the loweſt Room. 


Yes, ſuch a Soul can't but wonder at the patience 


5 912 God s that he has not daſhed him in Pieces, 
ang raiſed his Glory out of his eternal Ruin : 


and eſpecially to — hope of deliverance: Lard, 
what am I, vile Wretch ! that thou ſhould'ſt open 
A Fountain to waſh me! what am I, Lord, « 


I ſhould now become a Habitation of God, that 
have been as a Cage of unclean Birds! what am 


* Lord, » that L ſhould be ee in thy Service 
* now, 


” O'S; 
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now, that have been guiky of ſuch Rebellion a- 
gainſt thee ! and that theſe very Members which 
have yeelded as Servants to uncleanneſs, and of 
Iniquity, unto Iniquity, ſhould now be yeelded 
as Servants of Righteouſneſs unto Holineſs ! 
ſuch a Soul will think the worfe of it ſelf while 
it has a Day to live, that he has ſpent ſo much of 
His opt Time! in gratifying the Devil, and the 
Fle ay 
And doth it not appear from hence tha that 
Sanctification is precious and deſirabſe? the more 
milcrable we are without! t it, the higher Effimate 
we Thould Tet upon it, and che more enlarged 
ſhould be our Defires after it. Had our Sanctifi - 
cation been only a" means of our advancement 
from a leſſer to a greater Degree of Happineſs,” it 
might not have been altogether ſo deſirable ; but 
to think that hereby we are deliver d from an 
Abyſs of miſery, and reſtor d in ſome Mealute'to | 
our loſt Felicity, ſhews it to be precious, and de- 
ſirable; and that none but ſuch as are Strangers to 


it, and ſuch whoſe Eyes the God of this World : 


hath blinded, can think otherwiſe. | 
2 Fancti Helen appears to he. excellent fiom | 


the Efteem God has for it, and for ſuch as are the 


Happy Subjedts of it: And tho Men miſlake, and 
_ often under-value, or over-value things, the Judg- _ 
ment of God is according to Truth; what he loves 
is lovely: Cod is faid to love Righteouſneſs. 
Sandification is God's ownWorks, and as at firſt, 
e viewed his Works with delight, ſo, no wonder 
The he views this New: Creation Works with ples” 
ure, 


| than common delight.to behold Man, on whom 
his own Image was impreſt. Fo, this Grace of 
Sanctifcation being. a reſtoring that Image in 

| ſome meaſure, he muſt needs delight in it. And, 
tho”. as to the Meaſure of our Sandtification, it 


in his own 3 and nothing 
| - Eſtrangedneſs between God and his People than 
this 8 The more like we are to God, and 


lad not only to w_ Rightcoſunebs, e the 
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ſure, ſeeing his Grace and Power ſeem more Ma 


nified in this than in that. God cannot but 
pleaſed with all his Works, yet in ſome more than 
others; hence tho? at firſt he declared that all 


that he had made was good, yet he took more 


than common ht to behold Man, on whom 


comes far ſhort of AJam's before the Fall, yet 


 fCincethis in us is as really his Work, as that, 
and fo far excells that, as to Per 

ration, and will be per fe& hereaft ter, we have 
_ reaſon to think, God looks upon it with no leſs 

1099 to it, and delight in it, than he did on him. 


aity, and Du- 


Alſo, God ſhews his love to our Sanctification 


7 by his abhorrence of what is contrary thereto. 


as Sin is oppoſite to it, ſo he hates it, yea, even 
breeds a greater 


the more we do for God, the more we uſually 


] enjoy of God : God teſtifying hereby his love to | 
Holineſs, and hatred of wart is oppoſite thereto : 
and from both, we may Conclude that Sanclihca- 


tion is precious. 


And as God has ſuch an Eſteem Yor! Hanis 
cation, fo alſo for the Perſohs of thoſe that are 


Sandified : 3 they are his Jewels, yea, his very : 
Heart is ſet upon them, Job, 7. 17. Hence, he is 


Nh 
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Righteous alſo. Pf 146. 3. — The Lord low 


the the Righteous. Be ſhews his Love to. them 
now by the Favours he: beſtows upon them, and 
the Care he takes of them, they are not ſo much 


hated by the World, as they, are loved of him. 
What care did he take of Righteous Noab, when 


he defiroyed the World, ſhewing thereby agreat- 
er Love to him than to all the World belide. 


What care did he take of Righteous Lov, to de- 
liver him, before Sodom was conſumed. Theſe 


are the Favourites of Heaven, the darlings of 


Providence; and when theſe are called Home, 
what will become of the World? No ſooner was 
Nioab Arked, but the Flood came: No ſoouer was 
Lot come gat of Sodom, bnt God rained Fire and 


Brimſtone: . So, tho? now theſe.are_judged che 
troublers 3 Lee when they are gone they 
— 


will know theſe were the M for whoſe fake 


che Tares 2 were ſpared. 
> tis| not our Sandification that is 
che cauſe of his Love, but rather his Love that 


was the Cauſe of our Sanctification. God's love 


is free, and ariſes from nothing out of himſelf 3 


yet that eſpecial love he bears to ſuch as are San- 
Rified, . with reſpect to the State they are inn, 


proves the Excellency of Holineſs. 


And oh! how — he diſcover his love 
tg ſach in the 


areat Day, When he will ſep: 
the Godly rom the Wicked. faith God, M: 
| U Tetwrn "and diſcern between the 
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Þ- God will fay to the Righteous, as Matt. 25. 34. 
Lb Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inberit the Ring- 
| dom prepared for you from the Foundation of the 
MMorid. When God will fay, as, Pſ. 50. 5. 
| Gather my Saints together unto we. But what, 
Y 2 will become of others? ? truly the Devil will take 
r 8 
one cheer up you poor delpiſed Saints the 
time of your Redemption draweth nigh 3 when 
God will wipe off the Reproach you have under- 
gone for his ſake 3 and will appear to your Joy, 
and your Enemies will be aſhamed: And tho 


no *is made a Matter of diſgrace to bear the 
4. Ima of God 3 yet it will be none at 1 


ay? Nay, 
Honour; you will then be ſet on the Ri 3 
with a, well done geod and faithful ef vou 
Will then have it faid; Friends come up higher; 5 
you will then have a Reward ſuitable to your 
Work. Tou will then forever be ſeparated from 
Deriders of Holineſs; and be Companions to 
none but the pure in Heart. Then the wicked will 
wilh for your Oyl, when their Lamps are gone 
out. Tou will then be employed ſor ever in that 
Work you ſo much Jelight in, and that is ſo ve- 
«yy agrecable to the Nature of your Heaven-born 


SBioufs. 1 
| 3 Sanckifcstion a | from: | 
the hings that are va- | 


luable are deſired by Joſe that know the Value, Y 
and the more valuable, the more prized and de- | 
99 the Weight in Gold is | 
ore 
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more valued. ' tis true, a thing may be valuable 
yet not de ſired, as when the Value is not known, 


So, tho” Sanckification is of ſo great Worth, Sin- 
ners eſteem. their filthy Luſts before it: But how r 
deſirable muſt Sanctification be to all that know 
it, becauſe it is the Image of God. Adam was 
ſaid to be made after the Image of God; and we 
that are Sanctiſied do bear the Image of the 


Heavenly, 1. Cor. 15. 49. So, Col. 3. 10. 
And have put on the New Man, which i is renewed 


bim. 
God is the chiefeſt Good, pur men ee 
Being, and on that Account to be eſteeed above 


all other things 3 and is ſo, by his Sanctified 


ones, Pl. 73. 25. whom have I in Heaven bus 


thee? and ibere i none upon Earth that I deſire he- 
fide thee, They love and admire him, not only / 


for what they receive from him, but for thoſe 
immence Pei fections which concenter in him. 


Now as God is to be deſired above all, fo next | 
to God, thoſe things are to be elteemed that 
moſt reſemble God. to be Godly is to beGod-like, 
tho as to meaſure, no more than a Drop to the 
Ocean; hence, 1. John 3 7. He that doth” 
\. Righteouſneſs is Rigbteous, ar 4 2 Righteons, 
that is, as truly ſo as God is. Sanctification in 
us is a faint Ray, reflected on us from the Fa- 
ther of Lights. Holineſs in us is as a Spark, dropt 
from the Heavenly Altar. Holineſs is Originally 


in God, as our Store houſe, and is commu- 


e to us. ſtom him „ I ene of thole Z 


good 


Dee a ——— RES 
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in Knowledge, after the Image of bin that created - | | 
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good Gifts that comes from above, - Hence, 2 Per. 
I, 4. Whereby are given unto us exceeding great 
and precious Promiſes, that hy theſe you might be 
_ partakers of the divine Nature. 2. Cor. 3. 18. 
Me are ſaid to be changed into the fame Image. 
Eph. 4. 24. And that ye put on the New Man 
which after God, u created in Righteouſneſs, and 
true Holineſs, Theſe Words | after God] don't 
fo much ſhew him to be the Author of it, as our 
likeneſs to him in it. Hence, tis called his Ho- 
lineſs, Heb. 12. 10. Heb. 2. 11. For be that 
Santifieth, and they who are SanGified are all of 
one, i. e. of one and the ſame Nature. © 
.. Oh. This is to make Saints equal to God, An/, 
not ſo. Tis one thing to be God, another to be 
| godly, and in ſome meaſure like him. God is 
| infinitely Holy, fo are not we : even in Heaven 
Itſelf, we ſhall come infinitely. ſhort of him 
Tho more like him than we are now: for tho? 
we ſhall then be Perfect, it will be with a Crea- 
ture - Perfection. s a Bottle may be as full as 
a large Veſſel, tho? not ſo much in that fullneſs, 
So, in this Caſe. Again, God is eſſentially Holy; 
he can as ſoon ceaſe to be, as ceaſe to be Holy 3 
© His: Holineſs is not capable of Addition, or Dimi- 
nution; but it is not ſo in the Creature: it never 
was eſſential to Man, no, not in Paradice 3 nor 
| ever will be, no, not in Glory. Adam 
ſoon loſt his Holineſs, and tho' the Saints in 
Chriſt ſhall never loſe theirs, in this World, or the 
next, yet this is ſecured to them rather by God's 
Coycnant-Engagements, than any immutability 
8240 N in 
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in them, there being no Creature, Angel, or 


Saint, but what is mutable as in dll „ 


The Fall of Adam, and the Apoſtate Angels, ſhew 
what we are, and ſhould, or at leaſt might be, if 
left to our ſelves ; and how greatly we are be- 
holden to the Grace of God, that we who have 
a far leſſer Meaſute of Sanctification, than either 
of thoſe, ſhould Rand; while they fall. Now 
from all, we may ſee the vaſt diſparity between 
God and his Sanctified ones: And what an im- 
mediate Dependence we have en him for our 
Perſeverance in that Grace, and Holineſs, that we 
at firſt received from him. Oh ! when the heſt 
of Saints comes to compare his Holineſs with 
God's, he even Bluſhes, and is Aſhamed. When 
good Tlajnb heard the Seraphims crying, Holy, 
Holy, Holy, is tbe Lord 3 denoting by the firſt, 
that he had been always Holy by the ſecond, 
that he then was Holy; by the third Word, that 
he ever would be ſo: He immediately cries out, 
woe is me E jor I am e oak 
clean Lips, &c. Ila. 5. 2. 3. 5. | 
So as to Fob 3 tho? he was ſuch a 'boly and 
upright Man that there was none like him in all 
the Land, yet when God came to diſcover him- 
(elk to him. fee how he cries out, Job. 42. 5. 6. 
Ibave hear d of tbee by the _ ng of the Ear s 
but now mine - ſeeth thee : Wherefore I abhor 
ny ſelf. Thu 5 good Moſes when: he ſaw the 
Glory of this. holy God ſhining out of the Buſh, 
the Reflections of "which made the very Ground 


9 2 ſuch a Damp 


upon 5 ; 
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npon him, that he could hardly be dragged out 
into his Service 3 but cries out, I ho am 1? Excd. 
3. 2. to v. 11. Yea tho' the Angels do more 
neerly reſemble God in holineſs than either Iaiab, 
Fob, or Moſes, yet even thoſe are ſenſible of their 
vali diſtance from him, and inequality, Iſa. 6, 2. 
Above it ſtood the Seraphims, each one had Six 
' Wings +with Twain he coverd bis Face; and with 
Twain he cover'd bis Feet, and with Twain he 
did Flie. Obſerve, they had two Wings with 
which they did flie, to denote their readineſs, and 

 ſwiftnefs to do what was commanded them; yet 

with two they covered their Faces, as unable to 
behold the bright Rays of the glory of God 3 and 
with two they covered their Feet, as aſhamed 


of their own Performances; compared with that 


| holineſs they faw in him and then they cry, Holy, 
Holy, Holy. In a Word; holineſs in God is like 
light in the Sun, which ſhines naturally; 
holineſs in us is like the Moon, which is 
a dark Body in it ſelf, and receives all her light 
from the Sun's Reflections; and increaſes, or 
decreaſes, as it receives greater, or leſſer Re- 
flections from it. 7 5 
But tho we cannot equal God, yet, ſeeing 
our Sanctification is ſome Reſemblance of him, 


ie is greatly to be eſteemed, and deſired on this 


Account; the liker God we are, the more happy 
and Oe we are: as every Step we take from 
him makes us more miſerable, ſo the liker to him 
the more Honourable. To be (tho' but in 
ſome Meaſure) like to 9 was Adam's high- 
„ | 2 eſt 
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eſt happineſs in Paradice, and one of the greateft 
Bleflings the Saints above enjoy, It was Adam's 
chief happineſs, that he was made after the 
Image of God; he was honoured in many 
reſpects, in that the Government of the inferiour 
Creatures was committed to him; and he made 
Lor of this lower World: And eſpecially that 
he was endued with a rational Soul, but above; 
all, that this rational Soul was Sanctified, and 
ſuch a clear Impreſſion of the Heavenly Image 
upon it. Adam ſeemed no little ſenſible of this, 
and therefore deſired to be yet liker to God; and 
Satan knowing that no Temptation was liker to 
prevail than this, tells Adam, Gen. 3.5. But 
God doth know that in the Day ye eat thereof, then 
your Eyes ſhall be opened, and ye ſhall he as Gods. 
And tho the way Adam took was very prepo- 
ſterous, to think to be made liker God by com- 
plying with the Devil in a thing fo directly 
' contrary to the revealed Will of God; yet it 
ſhews his earneſt deſire after the thing, when he 
runs ſuch a deſperate Hazard of Ruining himſelf 
and Poſterity for ever, in order to the obtaining it. 
No leſs doth the happineſs of the Saints above 
conſiſt in their likeneſs to God, their ſeeing God, 
and being made like to God isa Heaven to them 
indeed; and ſo much as we have of theſe, fo 
much we have of Heaven upon Earth. Was it 
poſſible for them to loſe this one thing, it would 
ipoil their Comfort, in all the reſt. Neither 
the bleſſed Work, nor Company of God, or An- 
gels, would afford them the leaſt Fleas 3 
| | tneir 
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cheir likeneſs to God was loſt. Hence, the hap- 


pineſs of the World to come is clearly ſet forth 
1 John 3. 2. — But we know that when be ſhall 


A bpear, we ſpall be like bim, for we ſhall ſee lim 


as he it; made like him, is put before ſeeing him 
to ſhew how little the Latter would be without 


that. to be preſented Faultleſs, and before him 
too, will cauſe exceeding Joy. Jude 24. Oh how 
will they bleſs theinſelves, that they are freed 
from that Body of Death they ſo long groaned 


under. To feel themſelves freed from that Le- 
profie with which they were once Infected, and 
to find every Thonght of their Heart brought 
wholly into Subjection to the Law of God. 
Nor will they ever think themſelves complete- 


f ly Happy till then. He that is molt like God 
here, is ſtill defiring to be made yet more like 


him, and he that is content and deſires no more, 
ſhews he hath no real Sanctification in him, and 


| 2 Stranger tothe Power of Godlineſs; which is 


always attended with a Reaching to thoſe things 


| that are before, as well as a forgetting thoſe 


chings that are behind, he even forgers what he 
has, as to any dependance on them, or Satisfacti- 
on in them. Phil. 3. 12. 13. 14. till the Saints 
come to awake, they will never be fully Satisfied 
with his likeneſs, Pl. 17. 15. | | 
4 Sanctification appears to be Excellent, and 
deſirable, from the high Efteem good Men have 
for it, and the contempt caſt upon it by che De- 
vil and Wicked Men; the Saints who beſt know 


dhe worth, value it above the World. O the 


C 2 Contempt 


28 The Beauties of Holineſs. 


Contempt they meet with for it, end yet think MK 


never the worſe of it. Oh the earneſt Prayers 


they pat up for more of it, and Fears leſt they 


ſhould in any wile decline in it, How have they 


ta ken Joyfully the loſs of Goods, Name, Relati- 


ons, and Life, rather than renounce it, or be the 


leaſt Blemiſh to it; and mean time dread any 
thing that is contrary thereunto 3 and will chuſe 


with Moſes to ſuffer Affliction with the People 


ol God, rather than enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin; 


and can ſay as Prov. 3. 17. Her Ways are Hays 
of Pleaſantneſs, and all ber Paths are Peace. They | 
don't value themſelves, or others, fo much up- 
on the Account of Honour, or of Riches, as they - 
do upon the Account of Holineſs : They can 
look on the ſtately Houſes, and large Poſſeſſions 
of Wicked Men, without envying them what 
they have: they can lay of the Ways of God, as 
Pl. 19. 10. More to be deſired are they than Gold: WK 
yea than much fine Gold. Thepooreſt Saint would 
not change his Condition with the richeſt Miller 
on Earth, if wicked. _ 35 

Nor is the excelleney of it much leſs ſeen in the 


Oppoſition, and contempt caft upon it by the De- 


vil and wicked Men. That there is ſuch oppoſition 
to it In theſe, is evident; as hath been hinted be- 
fore, So this Oppoſition proves the Thing 
ood, and deſirable. As the Value Szints have 
for it proves the worth of it, ſo doth the contempt 
theſe caſt upon it; if it was not good they would 
love it more. But I proceed. WOT 
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5 Sanctiſication appears excellent and deſirabl⸗ 
from the neceſſity we all ſtand in of it. Ihe mor® 
neceſſary any thing is, and the more generally 
neceſſary it Is, the more it is prized, and delired ; 
eſpecially when the Ends for which it is neceſſary 
are great . And if ſo, we muſt needs think Sancti- 
fication deſirable; ſecing it is abſolutely neceſſary 
to all Perſons, at all Times, and to the highett 
Ends. it is abſolutely neceſſary: There never wes, 
nor ever will be a Time when it was not ſo . It 
was Neceſſary to Adam, in order to his conti- 


nuing in his Priviledges, and it is as neceſſary to 


us in order to our being reſtored from our loft 
State. fome things are neceſſary, but not abſolute- 


1y fo: tho neceſſary at ſome time, yet at another, 
not ſo. Arms, and Armour are neceflary, but *cis 


in time of War: But Sanctitication is abſolutely 
neceſſary 3 yea neceſſary to all Perſons; from 
him that ſitteth upon the Throne, to him that 


 crinderh behind the Mill. As all the World 


Have loſt the Rectitude of their Souls by the Fall, 


FA ſo, Sanctification is neceſſary to repair it; not 


only to the Prophane Sinner, but even the moſt 

jaſt and moral Man: He that hath ic not, cer- 

tainly ſtands in need of it. 5 
And as it is neeeſſary to all Perſons, fo it is ne- 


_ ceſiary to the higheſt Ends, 3 Tis not like fine 


Cloths, which are neceſſary for Ornament; 
which we may live without; but like Food, 
which we muſt have, or Starve. If you ask 10 
what End is it ſo neceſſary? I Anſwer, 


C3 = am 
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21 Sanctilication is neceſſary to acceptation of 
our Service wich God. As God had ſirſt reſpect 
to Abel, and then to his Offering; ſo God firſt 
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approves of our State, before he delights in any 
of our Performances. As he is a Holy God, ſo 


the requires Holy Service; Not only as to the 
Matter of Duty, but as to the Principle from 
whence it proceeds. And tho” Men oft” times. 


make no difference between External Duties and 
Sanctification, yet God doth 3 ſo far as to abhor 


the Former for want of the Latter. That Ser- | 
vice-chat God accepts muſt be Spiritual; as ſuita- | 


ble to his Nature, and agreeable to his Word. 1 


Pet. 2. 5. Ne alſo as lively Stones, are built up. 


a Spiritual Houſe : An holy Prieſthood 3, to offer 


» 


up Spiritual Sacrifices, acceptable to God by Feſus | | f 
Cbriſt. And the Apoſtle tells us exprefly, Rom. 
8. 8. So then, they that are in the Fleſh, cannot | 


pleaſe God, We are not to nnderſtand/the Word 
Fleſh, Phitically 3 for then no Man in this Body 
could pleaſe God, but morally, as oppoſed to the 


Sanctitying grace of God; as is mort clear in v. 9+ 


hut ye are not in the Fleſh, but in the Spirit, &c. 


he puts the fleſh,-in oppoſition to the ſpirit of God 


dwelling in us. we can't Worſhip God in Truth, 


till we worſhip him in Spirit, John, 4. 24. God - 
zs a Spirit, and they that worſhip bim, muſt Wor- 


ſhip, bim in Spirit, and in Truth. Under the Old 
Law, when the People were in any ſolemn Man- 


ner to draw near to God, they were firſt to be 


SanAiticd, themſelves, Exod. 19. 1p. 22. and 
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in many other Caſes. Now thoſe legal Puri- 
fyings of the Fleſh, which were in their Power, 
lignified our necelliiy of being inwardly Renewed 
by the Spirit of God, in order to our acceptance. 
Their waſhing e e with Water, denoted 
our neceſſity of being wathed with the Waſhing of 
Regeneration. 5 

And as the Sacrificers were thus to be Sanctifi. 
"of {o alſo the Sacrifices were to be clean; an un- 


clean e tobe ofeted unto Ged, this 


alſo might ſignifie, how impoſſible it is for un- 
ſanctified Perſons to offer any thing acceptable to 
God: For as they themſelves are unclean, ſo a1 
that they do is unclean alſo, Job, 14. 4. bo can bring 
a clean Thing out of an unclean? not one. Iſa. 64. . 
But we are all as an unclean Thing, and all cur 
| Righteouſneſſes are as filtby Rags. For tho? it 
may be thus ſaid of the Righteouſneſs of the bett 
Saint on Earth, as compared with the Rightcoul- 
reſs of Chriſt, or ſtrict demands of the Law; yet 
it is more properly true of all unſanctified Perſons, 
En true of them as conſidered aa, in 
it ſel VE 6” 
And as · Sanctification is nereſlary in order to 
our pleaſing God, ſo, how deſirable is it upon 
this Account. What greater concern have we 
in the World than this? As we have our Lives 
from him, and our dependence on him; ſo we 
ought above all things to dread offending bim; 
and to detire to do what is pleaſing to him, and 
bad we nothing elſe in view, was their no Rtwaid 
in another World, yet, that what we do pleaſes 
CG 4 God, 


|< The Beauties of Holineſs. 
God, fhould be the higheſt inducement to it, 
To be obedient only with a view to our eternal 
Happineſs, looks too much at our own Intereſt : 
But to Obey God, that thereby we may pleaſe 
him, ſeems to be a more Noble and Evangelical 
Principle. 
2. Sanification is neceſſary to enable us to 
withſtand Temptaions to Sin: yea, fo neeeſſary, 
that we can never get the Victory over Sin with- | 
out it. There can be no true Mortification | 
without Sanctificatinn: We cannot be free from 
Sin without being Servants to God, and having 
our Fruit unto Holineſs, Rom. 6. 22. But now 
being mide free from ſin, aud become ſervants to 
God, ye have your fruit unto bolineſs, \&*c. 
Tis they only that ferve God, that cannot ſerve. 
Mammon. Sin will not be thruſt off the Throne 
till Grace reign in us. The only way to be ſure 
that Sin ſhall not have dominion over us, is to 
make ſure of a work of Sanctification in us, Rom. 
6. 14. For Sin ſhall not bave dominion over you, for 
ye are not under the Law, but under Grace. Oh 


They are led away as poor Captives, and have 
4 no Power to withſtand it; and tho' ſometime 
they ſeem to muſter up all their feeble! Powers 
1 on a Sick- Bed, and lay themſelves, under the 
ſtricteſt Ties, by the ſolemn Vows they then 

make to God, as if reſolved to ſpare neither 
| - ſmall nor great, yet alas, how often do we ſee 
iff fuch Vows broken; and the makers return with 
il the Dog to his filthy Vomit, and the Sow that 
= - {> Was 


the Power that Jin hath over unſanctified Souls? 
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was waſhed to her wallowing in the Mire : and 


their laſt end is worſe than their Beginning. 
Their pretended goodneſs is like the early Dew: 


And tho before they ſeemed. to have a Quarrel 


againſt fin, while they groan'd under the fad E- 
ffects, yet no ſooner are theſe removed; but up- 
on the firſt Temptation they ſhake Hands again 


| with it, thereby proving it was not the Sin, but 


the Suffering that they diſliked. | 

Nor need it ſeem firange that ſuch cannot 
withſtand, and eſpecially mortike Sin, when 
their vety Hearts are in Love and League with it. 


ſuch row. againſt the Wind and Tide of; a cor- 


tupt unſanctiſied Nature, which will more prevail 
to keep up Sin's Intereſt, than all carnal Reſo- 
lutions and Endeavours can do to throw it down. 
For while theſe feeble Endeavours are like Wa- 
ter caſt upon a Fire, our corrupt Nature is daily 


| adding freſh Fuel, and blowing up the Flame. 


Nor is it poffible fuch Endeavours ſhould be 


| {incere and hearty, while they ſeem to look one 
| Way, they row another. They don't ſo much 
| as deſire the Deſtruction of it; they are like Pharoh, 
| Who becauſe he could not get rid of his Plagues 


unleſs he let 1/rael go, ſeemed to conſent they 


; ſhould ; yet with a Reſerve, Exod. 8. 28, __ On- 


ty ye ſhall not goe far away. So unſanQitied Souls 
cannot ſo much es deſire to part with Sin, eſpe- 
cially to have it ſlain. 5 


3 anctification is necefl ary In order to our. 
= etcrnal Happineſs : If no Sanctification 41 | 


o Fonttcation herealter ; For tho cis not our 
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danctification that doth entitle us to Heaven; vet ie 
is that which fits us for Heaven; and fince_a_fit- | 
nels for it is as neceſſary as a Title to it, it 
fotlows, that Inherent Holineſs is as neceſſary in 
order to the Former, as an Imputed Righteouſ- 

neſs is to the Latter. Nor did the Righteouſneſs 

of Chriſt ever bring a Soul to Heaven, that was 
not firſt made fit for it. Let Men talk what 


— i. tit 


give the Latter, where he hath not firſt given the 
Former, Heb. 12. 14. Follow Peace with all 
Men, and Hilineſs, without which no Man 
hall ſee the Lord; That is not with Comfort. 
The very ſight of a holy God will be dreadful 
to an un ſanctified Soul: Hence, when the 
Apoſtle had exhorted us to find Graee, he adds, 
For our God is 4 conſuming Fire, Heb. 12. 28. 
29. to {ſhew us what God will be to ſuch as. have 
It not. | ; 1 

And as the unſanctificd are never like to get to 
Heaven, ſo what would Heaven be to them, if 
they were there? Neither the Work nor Com- 
pany will fait with them. Not the Work 3 the 
Saints above are keeping an eternal 8 r 
eee n be lk = = they 
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x they bleſs God that he hath deliver'd them from 
Sin; they love, admire, and adore bim that 
| liveth for ever and ever. They admire God 
| for his holineſs, and are ever with the greateſt 
Raptures of Joy, crying, Holy, Holy, Holy, to 
Father, Son, and Spirit. But what a Burthen 
would this be to unſanctified Souls? they that on 
Earth were fayirg of God's Service, what a 
Mearineſs is it? Mal. 1. 13. and of the Sabbath, 
when will it be paſt? Amos, 8. 5. will take but 
little Pleaſure in adoring God for ever. They 
that on Earth were wont to ſay, it was in vain 
to ſerve God, will ſcarce think it Heaven to be em- 
ployed in that Work. But if ſuch would - con- 
ſent to make Heaven a Reſuge to eſcape a 
greater Torment; yet they'll find ſuch a Gulf 
fixed between Heaven and Them, that there 
will be no paſſing over, Luke 16. 26. And be- 
fide all this, between us and you, there is a great 
Gulf fixed, ſo that they which would paſs from 
Hence to you, cannot, neither can they paſs to ur, 
that would come from Thence. They will find 
theſe Words written over the Gate of the New 
Feruſalem, Rev. 21. 27. And there ſhall in no 
wiſe enter into it, any thing that defileth, neither 
whatſoever worketh Abomination: And tho? they 
may ſeem very defirous to enter in, and may be- 
gin to knock, ſaying, Lord, Lord, open to us ; 
but he will Anſwer, as in, Luke, 13. 27. 
Know you not whence ye are, depart from me al 
ye workers of Iniquity ; as if he had ſaid, I'll have 
nothing to do with any of jou: you a not 

5 1 Ars now 
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know me, once, ſo as to obey me; and now 
il not know you, ſo as to fave,you. As you 


were wont to ſay, we deſire not the Knowledge 4 


of thy Ways, Job, 21. 14. ſo now, I ſhall take 
no knowledge of you 

Nor will the Company ſuit any bates than 
the Work : Not one prophane Wretch for thee 
to aſſociate with: No, nor yet a ſecret Hypocrite 


crept in by ſtealth. The Company are all holy, 


perfectly holy; God is holy, the Angels are holy, 


the Saints are holy; and would look as coyly 


on an unſanctified berſon, (could we ſuppoſe 
him there) as ever he did on Saints while on 
Earth; and be as much aſhamed of his Com - 
pany too. 

Nor will there be any a of SanQification 


begun there. There will be 2 Change from a 


leſſer Degree to a greater; from an, imperfect 


Degree to a perfe& 3 but no ſuch work begun 
there. As the Tree falls ſo it will lie: as Death 


leaves us, Judgment will find us. Nor will the 
Saints give them of their Oil. Hence, Solomon 


exhorts, Eccl. 9. 1. What ſoe ver thy n find- 


eth to do, do it with thy might for tbere. 1s no 


Work; — inthe Grave whither thou goeſt, Now 


is the Day of Salvation, and now is. pink Day of 
Sanctification. It will be ſaid at the great Day, 
as, Rev. 2 2. 1 1. He that is unjuſt let bim be unjuſt 

| Fill and he that is filthy let him be filthy full 
And as our Salva tion doth ſo much depend 


on our Sanctifcation, fo how deſirable is it, and 


how mould we prize it on that Account? Sancti- 
fication is 
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is Heaven begun on Earth; and as a Cluſter 
ſent us from the Land of promiſe 3 is the Earneſt 


| of that glorious Inheritance, and can we have 


low Thoughts of it? Are the Conſolations 
above ſmall ? can we be content to come ſhort of 
that Kingdome that can't be moved, and of that 
Crown that fadeth not a way? Are the Salvation 
of our Souls, and the enjoyment of God in the 
World to come of little worth? The more valu- 


able thoſe things are which wedepend on this for, 


to the end we may obtain em, the higher 


Eſteem we ought to have of thoſe things on 


which we ſo depend 5 5 
6 Sanctiſication is deſirable, from the Bleſſings 
and Priviledges which they enjoy that are 
Sanctißed. tho? Salvation is fo Intailed on it, yet 
perhaps ſome may think, that's a long time to 


truſt, and ſo ſeem to catch at ſuch things as may 


yeeld a more ſpeedy Advantage of Profit or Plea- 


ſure. But now, Sanctification is attended with 


many bleſſings, even in this world. When Peter 
came to Chriſt, and ſaid, Lord we have left all and 
followed thee 3 he not only promiſes to Crown 
that good ſervice with Eternal Life, but aſſures 


# Him ofa hundred fold now in this time. Mark. 10. 
28. 30. Then Peter began to ſay umo him, lo, we 


have left all, and have followed thee --, but he lhall 
receive an hundred fold, now in this time, houſes 
and brethren, and ſiſters, and mothers, and children, 
and lands, with perſecutions : and in the world to 


come, eternal life. Sanctification is fuch a valuable 


thing in the nature of it, that it is — f 
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be Eftremed, tho? none of theſe bleſſings did ac- 
company it 3 but more eſpecially as attended with 
ee. —- 4 1 : 
I 1 Sandtifcation is accompanied with a near 

Relation toGod, ſuch as are followers of God he 
owns as his dear Children. Eph. 5. 1. ſo 2 Cor. 
6. 17. 18. Wherefore come out from among them 
and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not 
#be unclean thing, and I will receive you, and will 
be a Father unto you, and ye ſhall be my ſons and 
daughters, ſaith the Lord Almighty. Heb. 2. 11. 
For both he that ſanctifieib, and they who are 
ſand#ified, are all one: for which cauſe be « 
not alhamed to call them Brethren, and what en- 
 dearing Words are theſe, Matt, 12. 47. 48. 49. 
50. Then one ſaid unto him, behold thy Mother 
and thy Brethren Fong -without, defiring to ſpeak, 
with thee 3; but he anſwered, and ſaid unto him 
that told him, who is my Mother, and who are my 
Brethren? And be ſtretched forth bis Hand toward 
bir Diſciples, and ſaid, behold my Mother and 
my Brethren : For whoſoever ſhall do the Will 
of my Father which is in Heaven, the ſame is my 
Brother, and Siſter, and Mother. Mind how he 


puts a flight on his neareſt Relations, conſidered 


meerly as ſuch; if compared with them that did 
his Fathers Will, and what that is we are ex- 
preſly told, 1 Thefl. 4. 3. For this is the Will 
f God, even your SanGification, aL 

Nor can any lay any juſt Claim hereunto, but 
ſuch as are Sanctified, John 1. 12. 13 But as 
many at received him to them, gave he power to 
- Er nt become 
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hecome the Sons of God. — which were Born, nat 
of Blood, nor of the Will of the Fleſh, nor of the 
Will of Man, but of God, See how excellently 
he ſets forth Sanctification, in the habit of it, 
"tis a being born, or New-born, not of Blood, 
to ſhew, this is not natural, nor of the Will of 
the Fleſh, to ſhew there is nothing in our .cor- 
rupt Part that can contribute thereunto. Nor of 


the Will of Man, to ſhew not only Mans impo- 
tency, and that he can no more work this gra- 
cious Principle, than he could beget himielt 
but to ſhew, how he hath not fo much as a Will 
to it: and then adds, but of God 3 as the true 


and only Efficient: And to as many as were 


thus bern, he gave the Power to become the 


Sons of God. The Word Power may be read Au- 
thority. Uaſanctified Perſons do often lay 
claim hereto, but they have no Authority from 


God, fo to do; but are guilty of the. higheſt 


Preſumption in ſo doing. God hath no Rebelli- 
ous Children that can love and delight in what 


he hates. The Jews once told Chriſt; they had 
one Father even God, but he gives them a ſevere 


Rebuke, and tells them, ye are of your Father 


the Devil, for the Works of your Father ye will 
| do, and tells them what the Devil's Works were, 


he abode not in the Truth, i. e. in a conformity 
to Truth. | | | 


2. Sancti ſication is accompanied with that 


great Bleſſing of forgivneſs of all Sin, Rom 8. 1. 
bere is therefore now no Condemnation, not one 
Condemnation. But to whom doth this belong? 


= he 


1 40 The Beanties of Holineſs 


'Potentates in the World; who can ſupply all 
12 : 5 Our oy 


he ſhews, to them that walk not after the Fleſh, 


but after the Spirit; which take in the two great 


Parts of external Sanctification, fo Ezek, 18. 
21.22, but if the Wicked will turn from all his 
Sins that he bath committed, and keep all my Sta- 
tutes, — all his Tranſgreſſions that he hath commit- 
ted, they ſhall not be mentioned to bim: in bir 
Righteouſneſs that be bath done, he ſhall live. tho 
he ſhall not live for it, he ſhall live in it. Acts, 
25. 18. To open their Eyes, and to turn them 
from darkneſs to light 3 and from the Power of Sa- 


tan unto God: which Words do fully ſet forth 


the Nature of Sanctification: and then follows, 
that they may receive forgiveneſs of Sins, and in- 
beritance among them which are SanGified. See 
how theſe two always go hand in hand: God 
hath ſo joyned them together, that no Man can 


put them aſunder. Now, how deſirable is San- 
Rification upon this Account? All Menfeem to 
deſire Pardon, but tis only the Sanctified ones | 
that have it. . 


3 Sanctification is accompanied with Audi- 
ence to our Prayer: They that have the Image 
of God, have the Ear of God; and what a Privi- 
ledge is it? If it is thought ſuch a Priviledge to be 


Cloſeted with a: King, how much more to come 


to the King of Kings, who is able to ſupply. all 
our Wants, and has promiſed, if we ask we ſhall 


receive; who gives mol and bountifully, and 
ho takes as much Pleaſure in giving as we can 


in asking; who can do more for us than all the 
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our ſpiritual as well as corporal Wants. This 
Honour have all the Saints, and only they, John, 
9.31. Now we know that God heareih not Sinners, 


bs Will, him be heareth: A bare worſhipping 
will not do, without doing his Will, Prov. 15. 
8. But the Prayer of the Upright is bis delight. 
And James tells us, James 5. 16. — The 
e fectual fervent Prayer of a righteous Man avail- 
eth much. But obſerve, he muſt be a righteous Man, 
i. e. a ſanctified Man, | | 
4 Sanctification is accompanied with eſpecial 
Protection from God. Saints have many Ene- 
mies; the Devil is making uſe of all his Snares to 


them. The World hate them, and would re- 
joyce in their Ruin; and if their Name was 
blotted out from under Heaven. Now to be ſure 
of protection in ſuch Danger, is ſweet : And 
this the Saints may expect, Pf. 91.11. For he ſhall 


give his Angels charge over thee, to keep thee in 


Audi- all thy Ways. Oh the inviſible Guard that attend 
mage the Righteous! Pf. 34. 7. The Angel of the Lord 
privi- encampeth round about them that fear bim, and 
to be deliverath them. Tis about them that fear God, 
i. e. with a godly fear. 


ly all _ 7. Sanctification appears to be deſirable if we 
« ſhalt conſider the Effects of it, and bleſſed conſequen- 


ces. The Apoſtle tells us, 1 Tim. 4. 8. Godli- 
© neſs is profitable unto all Things. It makes all 
our Mercies ſweet indeed: Yea, all our very 


if El axe made gate hereby, More Paten: 


but if any Man be a worſhipper of God, and doth 


take them; leting fly all bis fiery Darts to deſtroy 


| 
| 
| 
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1 lt produces ſweet Peace in the Conſcience, 8 
and ſweetly allays the Storms that Sin had raiſed | 
there. The wicked have no true peace, but are 
like a troubled Sea, that caſts forth mire and dirt. 
But the Saints have ſweet peace, while their Con- 
ſeience beareth witneſs for them, that in ſim- 
plicity and godly ſincerity they have had their 
Converſation in the World, Pf. 119. 165 Great 

peace have they which love thy Law, and nothing 
hall offend them; nothing diſturbs the peace of 
their mind: Hence tis ftiled the peaceable Fruit 
of Righteouſneſs, Heb. 12. 11. ſuch a Soul need 
not diſturb it ſelf with fear of Hell, that is thus 
fitted for Heaven, Oh! *tis a mercy to be freed 
from the Anguiſh of a Guilty Conſcience: and to 
ſee the hazards of Eternity over. Such a one 
may ſay, return unto thy reſt O my Soul. 25 
2. Sanctification will animate us in difficulties, 
and embolden us in dangers. Tis the Righteous 
that have the beſt courage, they have ground to 
believe that if the worſt come that can come, the 
Soul is ſafe. Their Heart is fixed, truſting in 
God 3 that they do not fear evil tidings : If they 
go to priſon, they know, God will be with them, 
if they loſe any thing for Chriſt, they know, God 
will make up all ſuch loffes to them, The Wicked 
flee when no Man pnr/ueth : but the Righteous are 
bold as 4 Lion, he knows where to flee for help; 
when the wicked is at his wit's end for want 
of ſhelter. Theſe will make the beſt Soldiers, 
and face the Enemy with undaunted courage, 
when Swearers, and Curſers, will find their hearts 
die within them. 3. Sanct- 
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3. Sanctification will produce (under the 
| Spirit's Aids) ſweet comfort on a dying bed. 
Lis impoſſible a wicked Man ſhould have any 
true comfort at death; he may for a while be 
JulFd aſſcep by falſe and ſmooth things: yet how 
often do we fee them full of Terrour ; ſending 
for ſuch to pray for them that they formerly hated 3 
| And ready at ſuch a time to ſay as Balaam, 
Numb. 23. 10. = Let me die the death of the 
| Righteous, and let my laſt end be like bit: mean 
| time, the Righteous lifts up his Head' with joys 
| Hence tis ſaid, Prov. 14. 32. The Wicked is driven 
away in his wickedneſs ; goe he mult, will he, 
»ill he, But the Righteous hath hope in bis death. 
The Wicked's hope dies as he x and expires 
| with him: But the hope of the Righteous grow- 
eth ſtronger and ftronger. Tis Sin that puts a 
| Sting into Death, but ſuch as abound in the 
Work of the Lord will thro' Chriſt get the victo- 
ry over Death, 1 Cor. 15. 57. 583. . 
4 Sanctification makes us uſefull while we live, 
and honoured, and lamented, when dead: an 
unſanctified Perſon that lives in Sin, is at beſt a 
cumber- ground; he lives undeſired, and dies un- 
lamented; he lives to God's diſhonour, and dies 
to his own confuſion. He did no good while he 
lived, and receives none when he is dead. The 
World fares the worſe for them, and oſten the 
W Saints, who ſhare with them in the publick ca- 
& lamities which their Sins pull down. 1 
But now the righteous man is a bleſſing to all 
about him. Tis a loſs to the World when ſuch 
„ B24: dic, 
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die, and God complains, Iſa. 57. 1. The Righte- 


ing remembrance, as in Prov., 10. 7. It was ſaid 
of Righteous Abel, Heb. 11. 4. — He being dead 
yet ſpeak > becauſe he had obtained witneſs from 
60 

of the bleſſed Effects of a holy Liſe. 

8. Sanctification appears excellent and deſi- 
gable, from the diſmal effects that the want of it 
will produce in the World to come: They are 
miſerable here, and will be more miſerable the 7 
TFribulation and Anguiſh will be the Portion © 
every one that doth evil, and obeyeth unrighte- 
ouſneſs, Rom. 2. 8. 9. But unto them t hat are con- 
tentious, and do not obey the Truth, - but obey un. 


evil; of the Few firſt, and alſo of the Gentile. 
their reward will be according to their work: 
when God will fay, as PI. 109. 17. 18. 19. As 
Be loved caring, ſo let it come unto him: As he de» 
lighted not in bleſſing, ſo let it be far from him: 
As be clathed himſelf with eurſing, like as with 8 
Garment, So let it come into bis bowels like water, 
and like Oil inte bis bones. Let it be unto him 
6s the Garment that covereth bim, and for a girdle 
wherewith be is girded cominudly, Ts faid, Job, 
1 | ; 21. 


L 
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ous Periſneth and no Man layeth it to beart © theſe 
will not ſoon be forgotten when dead. As was 
laid of Cyrus that brave Soldier when flain in bat- 
tel, they buried his Body, but not his Fame: 
Thus when the Memory of the wicked rots, with 
them, the righteous ſhall be had in everlaſt- 


riphteouſneſs, indignation and wrath, Tribulati- 
on and Anguiſh upon every Seul of Man that doth - 


that he was Righteous, Thus you fee ſonic | 
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and ſo take the way to make Men Hypocrites, or 
but almoſt Chriſtians at beſt; for it is very un- 
Y likely that any ſhould perform duties in an-Evar- 
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27, 35. That the wicked 4s reſerved to the day 


© WE of deftrudion : they ſhall be brought forth to the 
HE do) of ub: As a Priſoner is reſerved in Priſon, 
ill che Aſſize, and then is brought forth to re- 


ceive condigne puniſhment, The woe that 15 
now denounced againſt them, will then be exe- 
ccuted upon them: And while the righteous ſhall 
© ec to life eternal; - thoſe unſanctified ones, ſhall 
gde into everlaſting Puniſhment, Mat. 25. 46. 


other undone. Thus in our days, there are many 
& who ſeem Zealous to promote godlineſs, and 
W- preſs earneſtly to the performance of duties to- 
wards God and Man, by many Arguments ; 
and herein they do well; yet ſeldom look to 
the Spring from whence all true holineſs ariſeth, 


gclical manner, —__— are Ignorant by what 


(ha | ſhew_in what way, and by 
what means, this grace of Sanctiſication comes to 
be wrought in any. and tho”, I hope, what I have 
(aid, will make it appear to be excellent and de- 
ſtrable, yet, what I have to ſay under this General 
Bead, may raiſe our eſteem of it, and enlarge 
Our deſires. after it. And, Oh how pleaſant co 
dig into this rich Mine! Excuſe my freedom, If 

| day, I find too little of this, in the preaching and 
& writings of many. As the Phariſees of Old, paid 
tithe of Mint, &c. and mean time omitted the 
weightier matters of the Law ; Chriſt tells them, 
W thele ought ye to have done, and not to leave the 


a means 
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means Evangelical grace flows in upon the Soul. 


I chall offer my thoughts therefore on thele deep 
and weighty things in Eight Propoſitions 3 and 
earneſtly wiſh the Reader may have as ſweet a 
ſavour of theſe things in Reading, as I have had | 
in Writing them. 5 

1 Propotition, all that meaſure of Sanifics N 
do attain to and that God requ uires » 


ecreed the 210. 5 AT as firmly, 
and as early decree Sanfitication,. as the means 
For it is not rational to ſuppoſe, that the ntnite- | 
| ly wiſe God ſhould act fo unlike himſelf, as to re- | 
ſolve upon ſo great an end, and yet leave the þ| 
means which by his own appointment were ab- | 
4 ſolutely neceſſary in order thereto, at the leaſt un- 


certainty : And eſpecially to leave them under an 


impoſſibility to be performed, as they · would have 


been had not God decreed them, or by an abſo- 


| y—_ power effected theſe means in fallen Man. 


As God could not but Have a certain fore know- 


0 — of the Inability of fallen Man tos. over | 
himſelf from the ruin of the all in Adam; and 


to work in himſclf thoſe gracious Principles 


which by divine appointment were ſo neceffary 
in order to his eternal happineſs, ' fo, for God to 
decree his Salvation, and yet not to relolve 40 


ect the means, which he knew Mar 


effec, is at once to charge God. wit] mocking 


CY 


ber e Coli ede wile himſclf 
thus, 


What 4 mocking of Man it 1 be, for God to 


ſand 2 id promiſes him th: if if he 
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1 do decree to ſave a Remnant, and I do 
reſolve to ſave none but ſuch as are ſanctified; 


but as I know Man cannot ſanctibe himſcl!, ſo _— 
neither do I delign to lanQtfie him: Lis naſe eto 4 © 
| ſee how the ruin mult unavoidably 7 


follow, and as certainly as if there had been no 


decree touching his Salvation. So that ſuch as 
_ deny this Pro 5 muſt deny that God decxecd 


decree Salvation, and not to decree to effect what 
was abſolutely neceſſary as the means, in order 
. thereunto, I ſhall illuſtrate by the n Si- 
militade. DD 
Sim. Su ondſe a Nable:man ſends to 2 Poor 
1M nat nd Miles off, whom he knows to 


be Sick, nd Weak, and utterly unable to goe, er 
II 


Oe to 


1 MN 7 for ever: 6 
milewould be inconfiltent with goodnels, and 
fincerity, ſo it woald be the worſt ot mockery to 
Poor Man; and ſo far from. affording any 
. comtort to him, that it would add to his afffiction. 
But ſuppoſe this Noble-man ſends a Phyſician :c 
his own charge, and cures the the Man, and fo 
enables him to come and ſerve him, this would 
3 kindnels indeed. Much thus it isin the cale 
D 4 Mn 
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in hand. They that affrm that God hath ap- 
pointed any to Salvation, upon their believing, 
repenting, and ſincere obedience, but hath not 
made any certain Proviſion for the performance 
of theſe, lender him as guilty of mockery, and 


hypocrite, as that Noble-man would have been 
to that poor Man, ro have made ſuch a promiſe to 


him, and not Q cure him. But to athrm, 281 


do. that as God hath appointed faith, repentance, 


and fincere obedience. as neecfiary to Salvation 


him in time, ſo alſo he decreed to work this Faith 
before time. Acts. 13. 48, — And as many as 


was ordained" as much as eternal Life, Hence 
tis called the faith of God's Ele. Nor is;repen+ 
| tance leſs owing to him. Acts. 5. 31 Him bath 


rogative, Ezek. 11. 19.— And I will take the ſtony 


from 


„ wo mm = woe 25) © in +%*q Wai 


| opperationof God. And as Faith is wrought by 


were ordained to eternall life, believed. their taich 


God exalted with bis right band, to be @ Prince 
and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Hrael, and 
forgiveneſs of (ins. to ſhew, it as properly belongs 
to Chriſt to give repentance, as to give pardon. 
Hence God lays claim to it as peculiar to his pre- 


. \ beart out of their fleſh, and will give them an heart 
f fleſh. Nor are we leſs beholden to God for 
Strength, ſincerely to ſerve him; as is molt clear 
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Jer. 31. 33. I will put my law in their inward | 
parts, and write it in their hearts, John. 15. 5. 
for wit heut me ye can do not hing. Phil. 2. 13. 
For it is God which worketh in you, both to will, 
and to do of his good pleaſure. Now for God to 
appoint falvation to be obtained in a way of be- þ 
lieving, repenting, and obeying, and to work 

that faith, that repentance, and principle of new 
Obedience, not only renders it Salvation indeed, 

but ſets forth the glory of free grace in the one, 

as much as in the other, and in both inthe higheſt 
manner. 

I come. now to prove that God did from 
eternity decree  Sanctification, as the meanes of 
Salvation, as well as worketh it in in time» 
that he Ah been to Salvation in a way of ho- 
| linefs, ſo as none Malf obtain the former withou 
aktexz is Lan, Heb. 12. 14. Follow _peace 


th all Men, and bolineſs, witbout which ne 
a: ſhell ſee the Lord, 2 Thefl. 2. 13. = Be- 


cauſe God bath from the beginning. cho e ow to 
Sal vation, through Tau i ſicat ion of the ſpirit, and 
belief of the Truth. Obſerve, here is Salvation, 


nd here is the manner of obtaining it, choſen 
to it; and that from the beginning: Not when 
we began to believe: And here is the means in 
which, and that is Sanctification: And here is 
the Spirit as the efficient of it. A like Text, 1. 
Pet. 1. 2. Elec accordiug to the foreknowledgs 
f God the Father, 1 &1 

Spirit unte obedience, &c. is Sanctification 


and Obedience the former denoting the _— 
"= = 
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work of God upon the heart, the latter denoting 
a holy Walk, and both ſecured in our Election, 
as much as our being ſprinkled with the blood 
of Jeſus Chriſt. Nor did God appoint this to be 
done 7 a power in Man, but as that which he 

would do, or enable us to do. And thawwhich 
yet comes cloſer tothe point in hand, is, that 
Gd not only works this grace in us, but he doth 


herein execute his eternal purpoſe, by working 
in time what he before determined to be done, 


Eph. I. 4. According as he bath choſen us in bim 
he h orld, that we (boul4 


be holy and without blame rs Lim in leve. He 
did not chuſe any becauſe he ſaw they would be 
holy, bi but to the end they (ſhould be fo, Eph. 2. 
15. For we are bis workmanſlyp,, created in Chri 
"Feſus unto go Works, which.God bath before or- 
dained that we ſhould alle in them. ſure nothing 
can be clearer, and more. full" to the Point in 
hand. He ſtiles it a creating us unto good: works, 
toſhew the power of God herein. and this pure 
ſuant to his fore- rdmation. 
Nor was this decree conditional, | but abſolute 
as the. end it elf: the nature of which feemsful- 
ly expreſt, in 2 Cor. 6. 16. I will be their God 
and they (hall_be my People. God reſolves he will, 
and That we ſhall and if he wills any thing who 
can hinder him? *cis not our willing it that makes 
'God -refolve_It, but his reſolves that make ns 
Willing. it was not any foreſeen endeavours | 
in us that moved Gad. to. this decree; but his de- 
| br re — is the Caufe of theſe endeavours -where 


willing. 6 
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chere were any. God ſaw nothing out of him- 
felt to move him to decree our ſalvation, or our 
Sanctiſication. Hence his decreeing our Sanctifi- 


cation is attributed to his grace. 2 Tim. 1. 9. 
who ee, us, 87:3 called us with an Holy call 
ing, wit According to our works, but according to 


his own De and grace, which was given gs in 
Cb before the world began. you ſee How 


his calling us with an holy calling, flows from 
grace, as much as his ſaving us, and both from 


his eternal purpoſe. fo that the Subſtance of all 


is this. that God from eternity decreed to ſave 
ſome, he allo decreed to fave ina way of holli- 
nes; he alſo decreed to enable us to do what 


was ablolutely neceſſary to be done, for the ob- 
taining this end: Not if Man would do his ut- 
moſt in order thereto, but reſolved to make him 


pes 
* 


And to what hath been faid I ſhall add, that 


| God not ou decreed that ſuch'a meaſure of 
' SanRificarion ſhould be obtained, but alſo the 


very Perſons that ſhould Gbtain- it: For if God 


decreed the Salvation of certain Perſons, then he 


muſt certainly decree the Sanctification of the 
fame Perſons ; and to ſuppoſe the contrary is ve- 
ry abſurd. For God to decree to fave ſuch as he 
did not decree to ſanctifie; or to decree to ſancti - 

fie ſuch as he did not decree to ſave, is to ſet 


his decrees, and his Word, at an irreconcilable 
difference; * ſeeing the word proves that none 


' ſhall ger to Heaven, without holineſs 3 or come 
| ſhox t of Heaven that have it. God never decreed 
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| knowledge of the Perſons that ſhould 
ſince tis his work to make them ſo. And that 
God decreed not only to fave ſome Perſons, but 
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to work grace in he knew not whom. Lock, 


as God determined, not only that CHriſt ſhould 
die, but alſo the very 5 that ſhould betray 
him, John, 6. 64. — For - Telus knew” from the 


W betray him : So God not only decreed 


to fave uch as ſhould believe in Chrif, but 


detſteed the very Perſons that ſhould believe. 


It Chriſt knew, and that from the beginning, who' 
they were that believed not, he mult. neceſſarily” 


know who would believe. If he certainly knew 


that Fudas was the Man that ſhould betray him, 


tho he infuſed no wicked Inclination into his 
heart ſo to do, (that was from Satan,) Jobn, 13. 
2. Sure then he could net but have a particular 

4 holy, 


alfo to ſanctifie the very fame. Perſons, is. proved 


beyond all rational objection, from, Rom. 8. 29. 
Fur whom be did fore-knaw, be alſo did Predeſti 


gate to be conformed +» the Image of bs Son. AS 
in the Book of Life, there is not only a certain 


Number, but the very Names of that Number, 


Luke, 10, a0. ſo, Ram. g. 11. 13. Hence it fol- 
Jaws, that as God decreed, to ſanGific ſome, ſo it 
. vas. thoſe. very Pexſons that he decreed to ſave: 
And they that do believe that God is the Author 
„et our Sanfifcation, can never with any conſi- 


»ſency with Truth, or Reaſon, deny it, Tis 


„aid. of Jeremiah, Ohap. x. 5. Before 1 formed thee 


£21 


55 4 who they were that believed not, and 
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5 | of the Nemb J ſandlified thee, and ordained thee 4 
' Prophet unto the Nations. which ſeems clearly to 


prove, not only that God ordained Jeremiah to 


the office of a Prophet before he was born, but 
allo that he had ordained his Sanctification as a 
neceſſary Qualification thereunto. 


hus you ſee how God has ſecured the holineſs 


of his choſen ones, and not left it under the leaſt 


uncertainty whether they ſhall be ſanctified or not. 
nor are we to conceive hereof, only as of ſome other 
things which fall within the verge of providence; 
as of the falling of a Hair, or of a Sparrow to the 


Ground; for tho? ſuch minute things were fore- 
ſeen, yet here was no ſuch poſitive power put forth 
to effect theſe, as there is to ſanctifie. : 


But againſt all that hath been ſaid under this 
Head ie = be objected, that tho God did decree 
ro ſandihe ſome certain Perſons, yet it was only 


ſuch as would improve their utmolt power in or- 
in, ſo muſt 


der hereunto 3 but this being uncert 
their SanEtification be. ; 
Jo this 1 Anſwer. This is to overthrow the 
Doctrine of Election, and Sanctification at once; 
and to attribute more to Man, as to his Salvatio 
than to God; and ſeems nothing elſe but the ol 


Popiſli Doctr ine of Merit of Congruitie new dreſt, : 


according to the Times. But let any tell me 
what Saul, or the Taylor: or Zaccheus had done, 
cp —— tl 


to- e ies ene when God 
came to work grace in them. That means ought 


uled I ſhall thew in a proper place, but 
hat our diligence therein changes the Purpoſe of 
© | God, 


| | to pretend to lay God 
under an obligation to ſanct 12 them, for what 


Anctitie him. For any 


they do before Sanctified; ſcems worle than te 
ſay that what they do after they are ſanctified 
oblives him to ſave them: For here is fomething 
done when ſanctified that is good, and acceptable 
to God, but nothing done formally. good before. 


And before I proceed to the next Propoſition, 
let me obſerve from what hath been ſpoken, how 


_ unjuſtly the decrees of God a8 t. gur. Salvation 


are by ſome teflected on, as tending - 
rage {1n, and wickedneſs: Oh! tay 
ed e {hall be ſaved tho* never ſo wicked. 


_ rnuſt own, there is thus much of truth herein; 


that as God had a love to the perſons of his elect 
before he ſanctiſied them, or elſe how came he to 
chuſe and ſanctiſie them 3 fo he will certainly firſt 


bring them home to himſelf by renewin ce, 
and then to glory however vile and wicked 


they may have been. Saul!'s perſecuting, and 
blaſpheming, could not hin om ſanctifi- 
ing him. As fore-{ 


een {in could not prevent God 


the nal committing thoſe fins hinder the exe- 
.Cution of thoſe decre nd where is the evil 


93 


of all this? For God to reſolve to make a wick - 
k Man a £ Man, and then to ſave him. 


Was it in ourpower to change Mens kearts, and 
| ves, the viler any were, the more good we _—_— 
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be thought to do, in changing ſuch. But to fay. 


that an elect Soul may get to Heaven merely by 
eſection, without the intervention of Sanctiſicati- 


ON, is to break in upon the decrees of God; this 


= cometh from the Father of lies, and_hath no 


good Man om Earth to favour it that I_ know of. 
Nay, 1'll venture to ſay yet further in vindicaticn 
of this deſpiſed Dodrine, that it is ſo far from 
being the cauſe of fin, or ot over-throwing_crue 
holineſs, that itis the true and prime cauſe of all 
theHolinels in the World. There is but little 
true holineſs in the World, but there would have 
been none had it not been for Gods decree : Saith 
_ Chriſt, John, 10. 26. But ye believe not becauſe 
Je are not of my Sheep, as I ſaid unto you, The 
fame holds good as to any other branch of our 
Sanctification. Men repent not, they obey not, 
becauſe not of his Sheep. „„ 
Had Chriſt bad more given tg. lim of the Father, 
he would have ſanctiſied more, and delivered 
them ftom the power of fin : For tho God's not 
electing any is not the cauſe why any continue in 
fin, yet, ſeeing he refuſes to give them prace, it 


follows, by unavoidable conſequence, that it can 
be no otherwiſe. When Chrif was on Earth, he 


prayed for the ſanctification 5 all chat the Father 
Bad given bim, John, 17. v. 6. 19. But Would 
na 55 much as put uꝑ one requeſt for the reſt of 
the World, v. 9. I pray for them, I pray not for 
the World, but for them hich thou haſt given me, 

He would not ask this of his Father for them, Well 


knowing it was not his will to give it, 


2. Prop. 


3.6. 
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2. Propofition : All t n 


hath decreed to he . in the hearts and lives 


of his elec, and which was abſolutely neceſſary 
to their Salvation, was ſecured and q purchaſed for 
them by the obedience of Chriſt, As Sanctifi- 
cation is the way in which God brings about his 
gracious deſſ gn of Salvation, ſo Chriſt is the Me- 
ritorious Cauſe to procure this Sanctification. 
And as it was not conſiſtent with the wiſdom of 


the Father, to decree ſuch au End as Salvation, 


when the Dons without which it could not be 
obtained had the leaſt uncertainty; ſo no more 


was it conſiſtent with the Wiſdom of Chriſt, to 


lay down ſo dear a Price as his own precious Blood 
to purchaſe Heaven, without ſecuring what was 
neceſſary to fit us for Heaven: ſeeing no unſancti- 
fied Soul can enter therein. For tho (as hath 
been ſhewed) the Father did firmly decree the 
Salvation of [ome 3 yet that bare decree. ſaved: 


none without the 1 intervention of iR 8 death, 


as the meritorious cauſe of that Sa vation; fo, tho? 
od decreed our Sandtification, yet the executi= 


on of that decree being founded on Chrift”s merits, 


it would not have been executed without that 
which was the caule of it. So that had not Chriſt 
in dying had an Eye to our Sanctification, as well 
as Julithcation, and Glorification, but left the 
work of Sanctifigation at uncertainty, Which 


Knew Was as ; necellary to fit us for Heaven, as 
His atcoulnels was to entitle us to Heaven, the 


1 


Ae been loſt 
have been others 


ways. 


t God 


lives 
xſſary 


ed for 


actifi- 
ut his 
e Me- 
ation. 
om of 
ation, 
ot be 


as the other 
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ways. If one Man promiſes another Man to ad- 
vance his Child upon a certain Condition, now if 


the Condition fails, the Obligation by the Pro- 


eaven, and then brought to Heaven? g that 
Chrift by. dying equally ſecured the one, as well 
If it is objected, that fome were 
anckified before Chriſt died; I anſwer, ſo were 
they juſtified, and glorified, yet all upon «Chris. 


| Account, They were ſanctified and juſtified, on 
the account” of what he Thould do. as we are on 


the account of what he hath done. TO Chrit 
Was not qd. the p ; U was 

made, to the end that by Faith they might reſt on 
Him. Hence, we read of the Faith of Abra bam, 
Cc. who died before Chriſt came into the World 


to dwell among us. And when Chriſt was go- 


pg out ofthe World, ti tell his Father, he had 
niſhed the Work he had given him to do; and 
thereupon demands, not only that thoſe that he 
had given him might be with him, but alſo that 
he would ſanctifie them, And indeed, if we 
look into the ſeveral Branches of Sanctification, re 
ſhall ſe from the firſt, to the laſt, that they all as 
ſo many Streams ſpring from, this Fountain ſet 
open for fin and uncleanneſs. If we conſider 
Sanctification as it conſiſts in the infuſing of gra- 
cious principles, ſo it was purchaſed by Chri/#. as 
he knew our neceſſity of faith, ſo he did | 
to purchaſe Heaven upon a looſe condition of be- 
9 E lieving, 
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on: and how l 


hat Text, 2. Pet. I. 1. 3. 


To Fen. that Dave obtained like Precious Faith 


Faith, in, or on his Rias but a F aith * 
tained through it. And adds, v. 3. According ar 
hu divine Power bath given unto us all things that 
erigin fo li e and Fache Aon the Enowledge 


taming to godlinefſss. 
Or if we look to Sancti 
patient ſufſerin 
by him : Hence. | | 
» the behalf o chi. not only _t6 
him but a {2_7o [uſer for bie ſake. 
why the 8 ave endured Tuch cruel mow 
Bec. is res Cbriſ# purchaſed ſuffering grace fo 12 
them. As he knew the ſufferings they would be 
expoſed to for his fake, and their own inability 
to bear them, ſo he took effectual care that a ſufli- 
iency of grace might be given them. Hence 
when the Apoſtle had named ſome of the greateſt 
ſuſſerings, as Tribulation, Diſtreſs, Perſecution, 
and Death; yet he adds, Rom. 8. 37. In all 
theſe things we are more than conquerors, but how? 
through Cbriſt that loved us; here is good news 


: b Gig th Soul, how {hall 
e beiten, Þ wp the poor Sou i 


. 
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1 hold out if called to fiery Trials? how can I 
bear a Priſon, or a Stake for Chriſt? But know, 
2 he ſor whom thou ſuffereſt has purchaſed ſtrength 
= to bear what he calls thee to. a 
Or, if we conſider Sanctification as it conſiſts in 
dying unto fin, we ſhall ind it attributed to the 
cath of our Redeemer. If he had not died for 
ſin, we had never died to ſin. As we had never 
been delivered from the guilt--of fin, Had not 
Chriſt died to this end, ſo, the Scripture is plain, 
that it is owing to his death that we are deliver- 
ed from the filth and dominion of it. And tho 
| he did not fo bear our filth as to be defiled by ity 
vet 10 tar he bear it as to deliver us from it; in 


| part in thisLife, and wholly in the life to come. 
And fince the Point is lo comfortable, let us con- 
ſider ſome. Scriptures to this end, Rom. 6. 6: 
Knowing this that our Old Man is Crucified with 
im, that the Body of” Sin might be def ropes 3 that 
benceforth we ſhould not ſerve Sin: By. the Old 
Man he means our corrupt nature, in oppoſition 
to the New Man, or renewed Nature, 1. Pet. 1. 
18. 19. Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things as Silver and Gold 
from your vain Converſation -- but with the pre- 
cious blood of Cbriſt. Rom. 5. 10. For if when 
we were Enemies we were reconciled to God by the 
death of bis Son. &c. look, as our enmity to God 


appear s in our wicked works, {0 to be reconciled | 
tO God takes in a ceaſing from t and a ſor- 


_ 


row Tor them : and this he tells us is by the death 
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Reconciliation to God was laid in his Sons 
death. : N | 


—— — 


And laſtly, if we conſider Sanctifigation 28 it 


cConliſts in à paſitive conformity to the will of 
. God, this alſo flows from the ſame Cauſe, Tit. 2. 


14. Who pave mel for us,that he might reden 
us from all iniquity, and purifie unto himſelf a_pe- 
cul iar People, lot of good Works 1. Cor. 6. 


. 19.20. — Aud ye are not your 25 for 2 are 

bought with @ Price: therefore Glorifie Gods in 
yorr body, and in_your Spirit which are God's. 
To ſhew that by virtue of that Price which Chri/# 
paid for them, he had a right to the Service of 
their Body and Spirit. Thus you ſee how our , þ 
Sanctification in all the branches of it flows from 
Chrift dying; not only as to the acceptance of our 
Service with God, but alſo the right performance 
of it, And herein the riches of grace appears, 
and leaves not the leaft room for glorying, fave 
in the Croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, This fixes 
the whole of our Salvation on the free Grace of 
God, and lays the Creature in the duſt ; and 
ſhe ws he hath nothing but what he hath received, 
and doth nothing but by the ſtrength of another. 
And indeed, if Chriſt had not procured our fit- 
neſs for Heaven as well as our 8 terance Into it, 
but had left that to Man to work out, (ſuppoſing 
him able) then he at beſt would have been but a 
half Saviour; and the honour of our Salvation 


muſt have been equally divided; one half to 
Chriſt tor purchaſip 2 Heaven, Ihe other half to 
Man for preparing hunlelt for Heayen ; or rath ex 


the 


as it 
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He be ſhare had been due to Man, fince 
notwithltanding the price paid to purchaſe Hea- 
ven, it Man had not beſtirr'd himſelf, and prepared 


himſelf for it he had never come there. _Yea, by | 
this means (ri would have been no . 


nor would there have been any ſuch thing as Sal- 


vation; for ſince the thing was ſo neceſſary, and 
Man {o utterly unable fo work it, and Chriſt had 


made no TT on for it, Appel it {o,) it is eaſy 
to Ice how unavoidable the ruin of mankind mal 8 


have been. But to the end that Salvation might 


be ſure to all his ſeed, and he have all the Glory, 
be procured all that was neceffary in order thereto: 
Not ouly cur Julftfication, but our Sanctibcation. 


came torth at the lame 


time, Water, as well as Blood; the one to denote 


our Sanctification, the other our Juſtification: 


Not only our neceſſity of both, but to ſhew. we 
have both from Cbriſt dying. "Here was Water, 


to denote the waſhing away our filth, and Blood 


to_explate our guiltz and the Holy-Ghoſt lays 
great fireſs hereon., 1, John, 5. 6, This is be that 
came_by Water, and Blood, even Feſus Chriſt, not 
by water enly, but by Water and Blood: Not © by 
water only, 2 we ſhould think our Sanctification 
thus procured by him was the cauſe of our eternal 
Happineſs, nor by Blood only, left we ſhould 
think our Juſtification would bring us to Heaven 
Without Sanctification; but by both, to ſhew our 
neceſſ ityof | . and his grace in | ſecuring of 


TR E 3 3 Prop 
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3 Prop. All true SanGification is wrought in a 
way of union with-Chr:if. As we have all by 
virtue of his purchaſe, ſo alſo in a way, of union 
Je with his Perſons It is derived from him, as well 
| as procured by him. He takes hold on us when 
dead in ſins, and in fo doing infuſes the Prin- 


ciples of Sanctification, before there can be the act- 
ings of Faith, or Obedience, in any duty in a 


ripht manner? and from: this life thus received 
c Soul as. And tho' our SandGitication was 
before decreed of the Father, and purchaſed by 


the Son, yet we never receive it till we receive 
Cbriſt. Thus, as the Qintment that Was poured 


3 

the ſpring of all is in him. Nor can an elect 
Soul that was reedemed by Chriſt, perform any 
acceptable Service to God before! thus united to 
Chriſt, any more than one that is not; ſeeing we 
do not receive this grace from hi 2s A re- 

- preſentative head, but as an indwelling head of 
influence, John, 1. 16. And_of bis fullneſs have 
ell we received, 55 grace for grace To ſhew, 
that as we Have all from him, {o it is all reel 
ven us. That grace or love that was in him 
towards us, is the ſpring of all that grace that he 
wor ks in us. Hence we are ſaid to be ſanctified 
in Chriſt Jeſus, 1. Cor. 1, 2. and full Is that 
Text, I, Cor. 1. 30. But of him gre A. in Chri( 
Jod is made unto.us Wiſdom, ang 
Righteouſneſs, Sanittification, and Redemption, See 
how this Sanctihcation comes in a way of union 
3 e 4 2" 


* 


works the one in us, as well as the other for Us. 


As by virtue of our relation to Adam, we nov 


only are worthy-of Hell, as being juſtly charge- 
able with his guilt, but alſo derive the ſame cor- 
rupt Nature from him, fo long as we ſtand rela- 
ted to him as a head: So, by virtue of our relati- 
on to Chriſt as a ſpiritual head, we not only are 
juſtified by him, but ate changed into the fame 
Image: Hence faith our Lord, John, 15. 4. 5. 
Abide in me and I in you; as the brauch cannot, 
bear Fruit of it ſelf except it abide in the Vine, 

ore can ye except ye abide in me. Tam tbe vine, 


ye arethe branches: he that abidub in me, and I in 
him, the ſame bringeth forth much Fruit, for without 


me ye can do nothing. To ſhew, that the branch 
hath not a more immediate dependence on the 
union with the ſtock for nouriſhment, than the 

Soul hahe Cbhrift for fruitiulneſs in holineſs, 
Alas, our fireams would foon dry up it not daily 
ſupplied from this living fountain. Hereby we 
are ſecured from falling from grace; ſince before 
we can fo do, we mutt not only waſt that little 
we have in our faves, but alſo that vaſt ſtore trea- 
ſured up for us in Chriſt our head. Hence faith 
Chriſt, 1. John 14. 19. -- Becauſe I live ye ſbal 
1?ve_alſo. What life_doth he mean? à natural 


life? no, theſe muſt die as well as others 3 but it 
is a ſpiritual Tife reſembling the life of Chriſt, and 
look, as by virtue of ux union with him we Thall 
ive the life of Juſtification as long as he doth; and 


Joxification as long as he doth ; fo alſo - 
E 4 „ 
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by virtue of our union to hi 


216 not fell, and loſt the Image of 
that are his Children had not been defiled as now 
we a the ſtandir g or falling of Mankind, not 


or diſobedience 


— 


Adam., as t 
OVenant : "- 


* r e 
of each particular Perſon, but n 


e only ent Irated head under that 


by virtue of our union with Cl 


we ftand or fall with him, being his myſtical 
tullneſs. *Tis faid, John. » T he Father loveth 


tbe Son, and hath given all things into his hand, 
to ſhew, how he is — Churches common Repoſi- 


to his hand; the things relating to his honour and 
glory: And he hath alſo put all our things into 
his hand; Not only our hou, as elected, but 
allo the things that related to our: ſpiritual and 

eternal welfare, And then adds, He that bath 


_ the Jon hath life: he firſt hath the Son, then life. 
ie life of Sanctification flows from Him, and is 


in me: as iſ he had ſaid, tis he that firſt infuſed 
this lite ; *tis he that maintains and preſerves that 
lite ; And this he doth as an indwelling head of 
e iS „ 
We have this glorious Truth excellently ſet 
forth in that Viſion, Zech. J. there you read of 
a Candleſtick all of Gold, denoting the purity of 
the Church, and The light Thining therein, That 
WEST HEAT! e era, 

ic ven Lamps, to denote the vari- 

ous 


i£ 


tory. The Father hath put all hisowa things in- 


v 0 
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Lop of it, e Chrilt as the Store - houle 


| to the Chard. You read allo of ſeven Golden 


ly them with | 


Pipes to the en EN 5s, tO 2 


ted to the Church * An 70 every Lamp 


there was a Pipe. You r read allo of two Olive- 
T Secs, Or 38 emptying the golden Oil out 
of_themiclves through the Pipes. Lac two 
Olive. Trees may denote the humane and divine 
nature in the Perton of the Son. of. God, which 


may titly Be compared to Olive- Trees for green- 


nels, and fruitfulneſs 3 and the Pipes denoting the 
ordinances, are {aid to be Gold, to ſhew the high 


eſteem we ought to have of them, ſeeing it is 
through them the | Oil was conveyed to. the 
Lamps. Herein the ſpirit of God ſeems to alude 
to. the manner of conveying of water through 
Pipes. Vou know in ſome Towns there is one 
common Spring from hence by Pipes the water 
is convey ed freſh every day to particular Families. 
So that we learn hereby, how that grace and ho- 
lineſs is continually flowing from Chritt to ſuch as 
are by Faith joyned to him. 
But tho? in this Viſion of the Pipes, &c. there 
bens A near reſemblance between hg <onveyanee 
race_trom Chriff_to Souls, and of water | 
throu s to Families ; yet as _ any fimi- 
litude will hold good | in all things, ſo neither Will | 


of 
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fountain is freely ſending forth refreſhing Streams 
to make glad the City of God. Hence tis ſaid, 
IIa. 55. 1. Ho, every one that thirfteth come. ye. to 
tbe waters, 5 that bath no Money com 
ev. 22.17. And let him that 3s 2 
come, and whoſoever will Tet him come, and take 
the Water 7 Life freely. Thus you ſee how the 
grace of God E compared to water, which is of 
a cleanline, puritying nature, and that all flows 
| 8 a5 waters from a Fountain. And 
11 lows freely. from him, 
or Price. Holineſs in us may 
all Tgrace, becauſe there i is ſuch free grace 
iſlayed towards us in worte t this in us. Ah! 


| _ yood work Reprobate, coli 
— k e into it 3 hence "tis (alk 
t God, who 1s Rich in mercy. al 


— — wherewith be loved us. v 5 Een ks we 


were deed in ſoy beth quick 
Chriſt by prace ye are (a 


ho we have this ſife in a way of unt ieh hr 
Chriſt, but allo the mercy, the Rich mer the mig 
love, che great love, and free grace of Chriſt thus ofte: 
to communicate this Life. Grace doth not come N whi 

to us from Chriſt as water-is Lk chem a Well, Va 
x hard py Nping, no, it flows in upon us freely, und 
de her ground, or as dom 

2 from Heaven whic we ca neither 


"And a5 T hinted, the water has? pipes may up 
} bc Oblirutted v the very Spring may fail, &. God 


1 


But 
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flowing Fountainz a Spring of Living water. 
be N may ſooner be exhauſted — this 


But as Chriſt is an overflowing, ſo alſo an Evxer- 


2 7. 


e, Mountain dr ed up, or the leaft dizniniſhed. For 
ts the Sun freely conveys the Influences of light, 
be = heat to us, yet hath never the leſs in it ſelf; 
ie ſ the light and heat were ſpent it would be no 
of Nonger a Sun; ſo as to Chriſt: all the grace com- 
7s unicated to his Members hath not in the leaſt 
d Niminiſhed the grace that is in him. Vea, ſhould 
n, Wwe. ſuppoſe grace and Cork 0 Chriſt te be 
pent, we may as well im to c 
4 od; ſince to be holy — unn are Ae 
11 him as he is Gd. 
oO I have been the longer on this bod aſs? tis 
o che ſpring of the Saints Comfort. Alas, we are 
4. ready to look too much to the grace in us, and 
at Mfnding that low and weak, are ready to fear 
mY 17" onbelicf that we may live to ſpend all; or 
yy at leaſt, that it will be cop weak to uphold us un- 
s, er our Burthens : But Oh, could we look to 
h Chriſt more as our Repoſitory, how — | 
might we live ? But alas, a want of this it is 
often with believers as it was with Hagar, to 
which I may alude, Gen. 21. 15. &c. Aud the 
Water mas ſpent in the bottle, and ſhe caſt the mo 
under one of the Shrubs, and ſhe went _ ſat ber 
domn over againſt him, a good may off, as it were 
4 bow · hot, for ſhe ſaid * me nat [ce the death of 


the Child : and ſhe ſat over . bim, and lift 


yy er voice and wept. 


tis (aid, v. 19. that 
"Tl God opened her Eyes, and = ſaw 4 wi} f Water 2 


ut as 
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and ſhe went and filled the bottle with water, and 

gave the Lad drink. Much thus in the Caſe in 

hand: poor dejected Souls, under unbelief, find 
ing Grace at a low «bb, fit down, as ſhe, and 
weep, ready to fear what the end will be: But as 
when God opened her Eyes ſhe ſaw a well of wa- 
ter, where ſhe fill'd her empty bott!e ; ſo when 
God opens the eye of Faith more clearly to ſee 
the fulneſs treafur'd up in Chriſt, our Sorrow will 
be turned into Joy. Look, as it was with that 
poor widow, that was afraid the Creditors ſhould 
co d take her Sons for bond- men, yet God 
ſo ordered it, that her pot of Oil which was all 
ſhe had, kept running till (he had paid all her 
debts, and had ſomething left to live on. Thus, 


when grace is low in us, there is a Continual w 
flowing in of grace from Chriſt, tho not enough Mey; 
to pay our debts, yet enough to keep us alive. by 
Thus the believer hath a never-failing ſtock of on 
grace in Chriſt, to be given out by little, andi him 


little, as his neceſſity requires: and tho? the firſt 


Adam ſpent his own ſtock, and Childrens too, I chat 


the ſecond Adam will ſpend neither. Hence in of 1 
this ſecond Adam we are ſaid not only to have 
life, but to have it more abundantiy: Not only as fulr 
to the nature of it, but as to it's duration, and fort 

continuance. Chriſt has fo great a love to his To 
Children, he will never ſee them totally want, 


while he has it to give. Look, as Foſepb when Hei 
advanced to be the ſecond tan in the Kingdom, to 
took care, not to ſuffer his poor Brethren. to want are 
neceſſaries, while he had the ſtore of all the Landi] 
ag | | at 


| 9 
at his diſpoſal: and filled their empty Sacks again, 
and again, and returned thir Money; till at Jaft 
he ſent for them home, and ſupplied them once 
tor all. Thus our dear Lord Jeſus is ſending daily 
ſupplies of grace to his Saints, and that freely, till 
Wet laſt he ſends and fetches them home, and then 
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va Wtheir God will ſupply all their need, according to 
1 his riches, in glory, by Chriſt” Jeſus, Phil. 4. 19. 
lee mean time let us with Joy be drawing water out 
o of this Well of Salvation; and by renewing acts 


of Faith be fetching freſh ſupplies of grace from 
uld him that filleth all in all. As Faith it ſelf at firſt 


od owed from that fullneſs of grace in Chrifg ſo it 
all Wis believers duty ever aſter to be going out of 
her themſelves for daily ſupplies, and to live on Chriſt, 


and not on their own ſhort ſtores : Seeing there is 
infinitely more in him than in them 3 and he is 
en never better pleas d with them, nor more glorified 
by them, than when their ſole dependence is thus 
on him; and their Souls are thus going out to 
him. As we have but little in our ſelves, fo no 
wonder if our grace decays when we live upon 
00, that; but he is the thriving Chriſtian, who inſtead. 
lug of livingon what he hath, is fetching more and 
more from Chriſt; and continually receiving of his 


. fulneſs, and grace for grace. *Tis a poor uncom- 
naß fortable life to live upon our uncertain frames: 


To be ſometime lift up to Heaven under our en- 
nt largements, and anon, as it were, caſt down to 
cn Hell under our Straitneſs. I confeſs, tis deſirable 
> to be in a good frame, but 1 don't think duties 
an" arc always belt done when we are moſt enlarged 
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in them; but when we look to, and depend on 
Chriſt in duty. This, hurnbles us, but enlarge- 
ments often puff us up. Let us therefore tejoyce 
in Chriſt Jeſus, when we have no confidence in 
the Fleſh. Live on nothing ſhort of Chriſt, no 
not on paſt experience; that might be from Chriſt, 
but it was not Chriſt, In a word, let us not on - 
ly lock to, and depend on that rightcouſneſs 
wrought out by Chriſt to intitle us to Heaven, 
but to the righteouſneſs in Chritt, to fit and pres 
pare us for Heaven. 
4. Prop. True SanRification. i ught in us 

„ BY the poweertol free, and abſolute agency of the 
| irit of God, as to the habit of it > nor do we 
Fry ms, on his aſſiſtance for. the right perfor- 
mance of every duty. So that as Chriſt is the Fa- 
thers means, to purchaſe what hedecreed to give, 
ſo the Spirit i is the Sons means, to effect what he 
purchaſed for us. For tho? tis from Chriſt that 
we derive all grace, yet it is communicated to us, 
and wrought in us by the Spirit. 
He is tiled the Spirit of Grace Zech: 12.10. 

| and t the Spirit of holineſs, Rom. x. 4. | becauſe he 
| works the principle, and helps us to. a&t from 


that Frinclp e Works the principle, 
«+ habit. For tho? nataral habits are. acquired, 


hem, from them: as a Man 
muſt fuſt live before he can act, ſo there muſt be 
à vital principle of grace before we can perform 
any duty in a right manner: Which principle is 
ak in us by the Ws agency of ** 


j | I; 


— — 


God : It being his peculiar office to put the Soul 


into the actual poſſeſſion of thoſe Bleffings which 


the Father decreed, and the Son purchaſed. A 
dead Man may as ſoon make himlelf alive, 28 2 
Soul dead in fins quicken it {zl Hence tis faid, 
1. Cor. 6. 11. And ſuch were ſome of you, but je 


are waſhed, but ye are Santlified, but ye are Juſti- 


fied, in the nams of the Lord Feſus, aud by the pi 
rit of our Cod. To ſhew, that tho? it is done in 
Cbriſt's name, or by virtue of his purchaſe, yet 
tis the Spirit that is the efficient. A like Text, 
Tit. 3. 5. 6, Nor is their any thing in, or done 
by the Creature to move him hereunto. Alas, 
what could there be to move him by ſuch whoſe 
Minds and Conſciences were defiled ? The Spirit 


ſees no more in us to move him to ſandi ite us, 


than the Father law to move him to clect us. or 
che Son Taw to move him to die fer. We are 


as freely {anctified as we are juſtified : ad thy 


is as much attributed to Grace 3s that, John, 1. 
16. And of bis fulneſs bare oll we al fefe and 


race for grace: Nor had he t Ip from 


Wine: preſs alone, Ia. 63. 3. 5. no more help 


had the Spirit to ſanctifis us, Joby, 3. 8. The 


wind bleweth where it lifteth, — Fo iS (Very One 
that is born of tbe Spirit. Not only 0 fnew t 
s the-Spuit's work, but that we o tribute no 
more to it than to the blowing of the nd. We 
are_paſſhiye before we act for : He Tiſt 


Wo3ss 1h us, before we work Tor Bllg. Re =_ 


ws 
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. eee Kut NIP Iron 
us in t ork. As when Chriſt came to Re- | 
deem he . none to help him, but trod the 


| 


—— —P—P— H 50 0—˖— 


* _ — IEA an 
K /] nn = I ne” 
— U 2 — — > mr oe _ 


— 5 — —— — 


Phil. 3. 12. 
Mat. 13. 1 Aber, es have they cloſed, 


ſtrange that co 


fied) is firngling to dethrone it, i Ste. Obe 
wrelllin with this Fleſh and BIG ft 1 Cor. 9. 


ody. and bring. i into 
ſub e Aigz: &c. Gal. 5-1 7. Kor tbe fleſh It eth avainſi 
the ſpirit and the (pirit againſt the flelh : ang 
#be/e are co 4 0 one to the other : And how 
oth good” aul Cr out, As 


wretched man that. Lam: who 
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Yea, let me add: 3 is ſo |: 
that he doth all he can to hinder this work; and 


to ſtifle the very beginning of it : and is repreſent- 
ed as afraid the work ſhould be done in him, 


* 
. 


eft at an 2 ſhoul: with their eyes, 
and bear with af JE ar, and ſhould underſtand 
withtbeir heart, aud. Heu. be converted, and I 


ſhould heal them. 


pt nature. ſhould th 
grace of God, if we_conlider how contxaty theſc 
are to each other. For fince Sin cannot Reign 
where Grace Reigns, it will keep up dominion 
as long as it can, The old Man "would fain 


li ive in us yet Hor x 
f 


A ald of ug 
om. 


all 8 e 


Overcome * 


rom the. this death? thus you may ſee, 
that the Spirit of God finds no common grace 


in us but what he works. He finds nothing but 
Rabbilh that muſt be removed, when he- cones 
to" 


greg aS 
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tO \ 


Ty but one grace, tho' divert: 
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to build us up a habitation of God, *Tis true, he 
makes the old faculties ſerve again, and doth not 


create a new Soul, but r«ifes the diſorders of it z 


yet look, as a Clock may be ſo broken by a fall, 


that the moſt Skilful Workman can with more 


eaſe make one new, than mend that; Thus, the 


Soul of Man is ſo diſordered by the fall in Adam, 


that humanely ſpeaking, it was a work of leſs 


pawer to create Man before he fell, than to reſtore 


Man when fallen. For tho' God therein had none 


to help him, yet, he had nothing to hinder; but 


here are evil habits to be removed, as well as 
good habits to be infuſed. | 


” Now: when thag-ahe Spirit of God works the 
Principle of grace ; I mean, not of one grace 


only, but of all graces, which indeed, are radical- 
'd into different de- 
no inations, « as Faith, Love, &c. [helc_1n_thejr 
Pn 258 1Q..INAL branches ſpring ging 


all from that one vital. Principl aht the 


But the fruit of the Spirit is Abe, i joy, peace, &c. 
Theſe you ſee are all the fruit of the Spirit. Nor 
can we without his ſpecial aid; draw forth any 


one of theſe graces into exerciſe. How often are 


believers full of doubts, and fears ; they can't find 


thoſe lively ſtirrings of affections, as once, and 
for theſe things they weep which ſorrow for 


theſe —_— proves it is not in their power to 
* prevent 


that common Root. Faithdoth not ping 
Pier inci ve from —.— 3 but 


{oly Ghoſt in regeneration. Hence, theſe are at- 
tributed to him as well as that, Gal. 5. 22. 23. 


* 
* 
__ r * 
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Þ Il. 3. 12. 
Vea, let me ad: Man. is ſo . 


iſle the very beginning of it : and Is ſent 
ed as afraid the work ſhould be done in him, 
Mat. 1 3. 15, — 4nd their eyes have they cloſed; 
let at any time they. ſhould {ce with their eyes, 
and bear with their ears. and nd underſtand 
with\# beir heart, and. ould be converted, and I 


ſhould heal them. 


ſtrange that corrupt nature ſhould thus oppote the 


glace of God, if we_conlider how contxaty theſe 
are to each other. For ſince Sin cannot Reign 
where Grace Reigns, it will keep up dominion 
as long as it can, The old an_would fain 


live in us yet 1 Nap, dor 
f J 


fied) is firupling to dethrone it, it polhble,. O the 
wrelfſin with this Fleſh and BeH 1 Cor. 9. 
27. But I keep.under my body and bring. i into 
ubjeftion,&c.. ON 5. 17. For the fleſþ luſtetb agamſ 
22125 and the {pirit again. the flelh : ans 
the e are contrar = one to the other: And how 
oth good aut cr out, 25 afraid of N 
overcome in i om. 7. | 
— men that Lam: who | 
from the . bo this death? thus you may ſee, 
that = Spirit of God finds no common grace 
in us but what he works. He finds nothing bub 


SF Die 


4 Rubbiſh that muſt be removed, "when he- comes 
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to build us up a habitation of God, Tis true, he 
makes the old faculties ſerve again, and doth not 


create a new Soul, but recłif es the diſorders of it; 
yet look, as a Clock may be ſo broken by a fall, 


that the moſt Skilful Workman can with more 
eaſe make one new, than mend that; Thus, the 
Soul of Man is ſo diſordered by the fall in Adam, 
that humanely ſpeaking, it was a work of leſs 


pawer to create Man before he fell, than to reſtore 
Man when fallen. For tho' God therein had none 
to help him, yet, he had nothing to hinder ; but 
here are evil habits to be removed, as well as 


good habits to be infuſed, 


Now. when Lay, the Spirit of God works the 
Principle of grace > I mean, not of one grace 


only, but of all graces, which indeed, are radical- 


nominatio 
exerciſe z 


* 
i 2 ? ; 


| rai he ſpringing 
om hat common Root. ich doth not ing 
from inci ve from another; but 
all from that one vital Princir ought the 


But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, &c. 
Theſe you ſee are all the fruit of the Spirit. Nor 
can we without his ſpecial aid; draw forth any 


one of theſe graces into exerciſe, How often are 


believers full of doubts, and fears; they can't find 


thoſe lively ſtirrings of affections, as once, and 


for theſe things they weep which ſorrow for 
theſe things, proves it is not in their power to 
ä F e 


y but one. grace, tho diverhify'd into different de- 
ns, as Faith, Love, &c. Theſe _in_their 


folg.Ghoſt in regeneration. Hence, theſe are at- 
tributed to him as well as that, Gal. 5. 22. 23. 
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them. Look, as the Ship, tho' never ſo well 


rigg d, can't fail without wind; as the Clock, 


tho made with the greateſt art, can't go with- 
out ſpring or weight; no more can we quicken 
our Souls when dull and droufie. ?*Tis he that 


made us alive, when dead, that only can make us 


lively, when dejected. 5 
And as it is the Spirit of gd tha yorks_the - 
firſt principle © . — ion. fo tis he that ena- 
bles us to xlo ies holy lite in a 


right manner, Saith David, PI. 119. 32. 1 will 
run the way of thy Commandments when thou ſhalt 
enlarge my heart, The belt of _ Saints ind this 
true: Chriſt's Miniſters know not how to preac 

as as they ought, without his ſweet aſſiſtance, 1. 
Cor. 2. 4. Nor can believers hear as they ought, 
without him. They can't apply the ord to 
themſelves, tho? never ſo ſuitable.to * 


they Pray as they ought, without him, — h 
26. Mach lels can they ſuffer for Chriſt without 


him, I. Col. I. II. 


7 
' in, without him, Rom. 8.13. This have T how n 


you what a dependence we all have on th Fleſf- 
lenker God all the pare of oor Sane, 


ſpirit of & 
on. . Chriſt began and finiſhed the work of re- 


* alone, fo, as to the work of Sanctificati- 


; the ſpirit begins it, and graciouſly aſſiſts 
us min what God requires of us: we cannot worſhip 
God aright, unleſs it is in ſpirit and in "0, 


And from what hath been ſpoken, we may 
the doom of ſuch as redicule the operatio 

of the ſpirit in the Sainz Nothing ſecms more 
PTY ne Tontemptible 


Way” $$ S&s 
| 
* - 


mn ww 7* 


_—_ 


— 
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contemptible to ſome, than to preach by the ſ irit, 
or to pray by the ſpirit. Books have been 


wrote in contempt hereof ; and how afraid are i 


the World 5 they ſhould be bürthen' d herewith. | 


work of the Spirit on the heart, 


lookt on a N 5 Enthuſiaſm. Now what muſt We 
think of ſuch ? Sur tle their 
mark hollow” of thei band, theſe carry 


theirs on their ir toreheads. We may write, Lord 
hade mercy, upon theſe Mens deors; tho? with 


little hope of an Anſwer. Theſe not only are 


ſenſual; not having the ſpirit, but are enemies to 
him, — hiSwork. * 


Theſe, not only declare aloud, 
they are {trangers at preſent to the leaſt degree of 
Sanctification, but give ſad cauſe to fear they ne- 


od. to believe à Exe. that they ma 

n'd. And whether Lam too raſh, let | 6 
Scriꝑtute judge at. 12, 22, Ana whoſoever 
[peaketh a word a; aenſt the- Son of | Man it (hall be 


forgiven bum hut whoſoever _[peaketb* againſt the 


oly Ghoſt. it (hall not be forgiven bim; neither -in 


this world, neither in the Porld to come. But 
what ſhould the' reaſon of this be ? That blaſphe- 
my againſt the Father and contempt of, the Son, 
ſhould be ſooner forgiven, than to ſpeak - 9d 
the holy Gholt. Tho' LN end. t 


ure; an Teave it o better ju 
| Father ads in his lo 


ing ir 


1104 DV- AL 


ver will be otherwiſe. They Ik like Men 2 


1 » . 83 


will offer mating by 


in his loye i 
in his own Name. without he- 


he Creature 3 
F2 yea, 
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yea, or from Chg : be” 
ing the e not the. cauſe of the Father's 


love, John, 3. 75 when the Son acted as media- 
tor, in redeeming us, he _aGted in his Father's 
Name, and in_his own, John, 5. 17. My Fa- 


ther worketh hitherto. and 1 work. But when the 


Soirit worket 
in the Fathers 


in his own Name, and 
ame, and in Chriſt's Name, and 


| forepre Sg the facred Trinity, — fin againſt 


him OE OWE BEE: c reater, or, far this reaſon, be- 
gat peculiar office ta ſanctiſie : hence their 
n mu 


the greater in deſpiſing him. And 
now, go on you [{bmaels, and 


rom _th at internal habituaF "grace wherein the 
f Joth cent For, the 


tis true, w dg on the Spirit, as hath been 


ſhew'd 3 yet, we are not to tuppole that the Spirit | 
doth influence us in duty Id an immediate, and 


extraordi ner or, That he deck this by 
working with our old nature, as a medium; - 


but 4 Bult. rene ws us in the ſpiri 


truc G 22 odli 


= N EI 
Ig rin our dues, we gull des 


performance of external religious dure under. 
the aids of the Spiri epends upon, and flows 


— 
Y - E I _ \ 2 7 * — * 
77» „„. „ 
ve = » 5 . p 
* 1 2 * 


n 


. 2 — 
* * a LOS _ 4 
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good, &cc. and explains what he means by a 


ſpirit is Chriſt's 


dt eren 


= this grace in the heart. And when the ſpirit 


r I%9 ew fo  WIOD 0 P3009 


hearts are ſanctied· The Spirit makes the tree 
good, before he makes the fruit good, Mat. 12. 


33-= Eit her make the free good, an 4 bz s fruit 


good tree, v. 3 5. A good Man out of the goed 
treaſure of his heart, bringeth forch good things. 
So that as Chriſt js the Father's means, and the 

{o habitual grace may be 
(aid to be the Spirit's means, by which he aſſiſts us 
in duty, For tho” he acts ſometime more imme- 
diately in working this internal principle, yet, 


more generally, the ſpirituality of our duties de- 
pends. under him, on the meaſure, and exerciſe of 


comes tO "alli us in duty, it is by ſtirring vp 
his own gifts in us. Hence God promiſes, Ezek. 
11. 19. 20. e then ee heart, and 1 
will Pee 84 new [pirit within you, &c. That they ma 
walk in my Statutes, and — — == 
and do them, &c. God requires the heart, and to 
perform duties without it, is but to mock God: 
Prov. 23. 26, My Son give me thine heart, and let 
thine eyes abſerue my ways, As duties can never 
be pleaſant to us till our hearts are in them, ſo 
much leſs to God that requires truth in the in- 
ward part. Saul offered Sacrifice to God, but 
he confeffes he forced himſelf ; and Samuel tells 
him in the next words, 1. Sam, 13.1 3, Thou haſt 
done Fooliſbly, thou baſt not kept the commandment 
of the Lord thy God, Thus you may fee how 
neceſlary it is to have Grace in our heart, in or- 


— * 
8 
280 
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der to our ſerving. God acceptably. Alas: how 
' Uunlayoryare duties where there js no grace :— yea, 
when grace is. but: exerciſe. 
Look, as when the Root of the Tree decays, the 
fruit are ſmall, or none at all, ſo, when grace 
which is the Root of the matter decays, alas, 
what are we? but enlarged hearts make us run 
to, and delight in duties. ſl 

6. Prop. Sanctification, ſo far as it confifis_ i in 
the he performance o of external duties in a right man- 
ner, much depends (under "the Spurs influences) 
on the exerciſe of taith,”a5 the medium by which 
habitual grace conveys its Influences. As the 
Clock when down will _not move, tho made 
with never ſuch art, till it i wound up ag in 3 
thus, faith is the means in thehand ct che Spirit, 
by which he, as it were Es up the Soul and 
puls it into motion. Or as the hand of the 
. Clock without, is's >overned by the inward moti- 
on ſo, our dutiesdepenc T the exerciſe of fait 
And, as before I ſhewed, that Chriſt was the Fa- a- 
ther s means, and the Spirit Chrili's means, and 
- habitual grace the Spirit's means, ſo here, faith 
+ ſeems to be the means by which that Root-grace 
exerts it ſelf. Nor doth the right performance 
of duties ſeem to have ſuch a dependence on the 
exerciſe of ſome ather graces, as it hath on this. 
For, look, as faith is not alone when it lays hold 
on Chriſt for juſtification, but is attended with 
other graces, as hand · maids, yet acts, ſingly in 
that reſpect: So tho? in influencing us in duty, it is 
accompanied at all times with the habits of all 
other graces, and ſometime with the _ of 
them, 


— 


_. tho we may have true grace, yet if faith cannot 
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or ſome of them; yet, the Scripture lays particu- - * 


lar ſtreſs on faith, as neceflary hereunto. And ſo 


neceſſary is faith hereunto, that no duty without 


it can be profitable to us, or pleaſing to God. 


lay hold on the promiſes as ours, we differ bur 
little from others in point of comfort, And thus 
as to prayer, I. Jam. 1, 6. 7. and as ſuch duties 


cannot be comfortable to us, fo neither are they 


pleaſing to God, Heb. 11. 6. But without Faith 


it is impoſſible, to pleaſe God, But, when faith is 
in Exerciſe, how pleaſant ate. the duties tg us. 

How comfortable to come_to God in Prayer, 
when we can cry, Abba Father. How ſweet to 


hear the 


ord, when we can no ſooner hear of a 
Promiſe, but we can ſay, this belongs to me. 


And how pleaſing are ſuch duties to God: *Tis 
ſaid, Heb. i 1. 4. By faith Abel offered unts God 
à more excellent Sacrifice than Cain, Let, here I 


muſt add a Caution, not to think there is any 
merit in our faith, to procure the acceptance of 
ſuch ſervice with God. No, the Imperfections 


of our faith ſtand in need of pardon, and call for 


42 


* 22 . .. 
; Tears > but it xenders our ſervice plealing:to God, 
F "4 Ws 
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as it is that grace whereby our union to Chriſt is 


conſummated 3 and that whereby we depend on 
Chriſk for Strength to perform theſe Cuties > and 


for pardon wherein we come ſhort, S that the 
acceptance of ſuch duties as are done in faith, de- 


pends Ether on. God*s appointing the ſame _as 
neceſſary _thereunto, or_on the _x ightcouſncſs of 

Chriſt apprehended. thereby, than any merit there- | 
an. The acceptance of our ſervice in a way of 


| believing, is ſo far from overthrowing, or obſcu- 
ring the grace of Ged herein, that it is brought in 
as a confirmation thereof: which could not be, 
if there was any meritorious cauſality therein, 
Rom. 4. 16. Therefore it it of faith, that it mig hi 


be by grace. Look, as faith is neceſlary in order 


to our actual jaftification, and fo neceſſary that 
the latter. isnot to be obtained without the former, 
yet is our juſtification nevertheleſs free : ſo, tho? 
faith is as neceſſary a concomitant of our Sancti- 
| fication, as it is of our juſtitication, yet hath it no- 
more meritorious cauſality than in the latter. 
Yet, ſo neceſſary is faith to accompany good 
works, that ſeparate it from them, and they loſe 
that name. For, as faith without works is dead, 
ſo works without faith are dead alſo: theſe mutu- 
ally prove each other to be good. The want of 
faith in works is like the want of Savour in Salt, 
which renders it good for nothing. a 
7 os SanRification is wholly regulated b 


the write: en word of Cod: For tho! it is not ade 
quate to Sore 0 che comman s of God, being impexfect, 


yet in * xs ee tis N ? 0. As 


— 0 TE GOT »* a eo PASS 


— gy mY: of 


— 


| this rule, have true peace. True faith, as well re- 
ceives Chriſt asa Prophet to make laws, as th 
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God works no grace in us but what in his word 
he requires of us as neceſſary to Salvation, ſo he 
requires nothing to be done by us, but what in 
his written word he hath revealed to us. So that 
as Chriſt was the father's means, and the Spirit 
was Cbriſt means, and habitual grace the Spirit's 
means, and faith, the means by which that Root- 
grace conveys its Influences to aſſiſt us in duty; 
ſo, now I may add, that the Scripture is faiths 
means: And only {ach as walk according to 


only rule of our obedience, as to be a King to 
honour by our obedience thereunto ; and neither 


believes what God has not in his word revealed, 
| nor excites to do what he doth not in his word 


command. And that ought by no meanes to be 


called SanAthication that hath not a divine warrant 
tro 


written word of God. As this word 


bs the rule whereby we ſhall be judged, as to our 
ſtate at the great day, ſo it ought to be judge 


of doctrine and practiſe here. And as God will 
not then condemn any act as ſinful that he did 


[not therein forbid, nor approve any as good 
[that he did not therein enjoyn, no more ought 


we now. And to pretend to ſcrve God any 
other way then what his word directs us to, 


| ſeems to me no leſs affront to the majeſty of God, 
then to caſt off all pretences of worſhip, For by 


the latter we caſt Contempt on the Kingly office 


of Chriſt, and by the former we caft contempt 
on his prophetical office; which is equally dear 
| £9 


— 
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to him: while herein we pretend to be wiſer 
than he. What hath not God's Image and ſuper- 
ſcription upon it, ought not to paſs currant a- 
mong Chriſtians 3 but to be deem d reprobate Sil- 
ver, at beſt. Cbriſt commands us to render 
unto. Ceſar the things that are Ceſar' s; and unto 


God the things that are God's. To ſhew, he 


would not have Ceſar's things, and God's things, 
mixed together. He that is fo Intinitly above 
the greateſt Monarch on Earth, doth not need 
any help from them in the government of his 


| Church, And tho? he commands us to ſubmit 


to every ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake, 10 
ſhew, how we ought to be ſubject to Kings, as to 


civil government, ſo far as they command for the 


Lord's fake, or agrecable to his word 3 yet he hath 
not left the government of his Church ſo looſe, as 
to ſuffer Men to add to, or take frym the Rule 
of his word, as they pleaſe. Says Solomon, Prov. 
"ID, S, Add thou not to his words leſt be reprove 
thee, and thou be found a lyar. And one greater 
than Solomon, ſaith, Mat. 1 5. 9. But in vain do 
#hey worſhip meteaching for Doctrine, theCommand- 
ments of Men, As the Scriptures are able to 
make us wiſe to Salvation, ſo alſo to Sanctificati- 


| bn. We may fafely not. know what God hath not 


reveabd therein, and as ſalely not do, what he hath 
not enjoyned. If we give away this, where ſhall 
we ſtand? unleſs Cap, in hand at Rome, Gates, 
If Men haye liberty to make Laws for Chriſt, 
wh not one Man as well as another, except fil 
Ho ineſs. © And what if one condemns* that for 
Hereſie 


PIES a 1 
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7 
F * + 4 
* 


ſer Herefie which another affirmed to be a wholeſome 1 
2 Law? who muſt be the ſole judge of this matter? 

45 I would have none condemn the Pope for Anti- 

il- chriſt, till Chrift is owned as a compleat Prophet 

der in his Church: ſor till then, he may chance to be 

Ito a uſeful Creature - I cannot ſee how the Inventi- 

he ons of Men can be juſily call'd things indifferent, 

g55 unleſs it is an indifferent thing what contempt is 


We caſt on the Lord Jefus. If his Laws are perfect, 
-ed then what is, added by Men muſt be needleſs and 
his ſinful: To ſay they are not perfect, greatly re- 
nit fleas on the wiſdome and faithfulneſs of the Law- 
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| 
"to giver, 7 5 | | 7 | x | 
to But may ſome ſay, what muſt we think of the | 
the light in every Man? ſome think this worthy of | 
ath double honour 3 and not only to be preferred be- 1 
as fore humane traditions, but alſo above the writ- 
ule ten word: and think it little leſs than Blaſphemy | 
oy, to compare the word written with Ink and Pa- i! 
Ve per, to that which they call Chriſt, or a meaſure | | 
ter of Chriſt, But the queſtion is not, whether Chriſt | 
5 is to be eſteem d above the letter of the word, 
. but whether that Cbriſf that they ſay is in all 
to men is indeed the Chriſt; or that light in all men 1 
ati. is a true light, or an Ignit fatuus ? whether it is 
not {ufficient to guide us to ſalvation if we follow it, 
ath and whether it is ſafer to follow. its dictates than 
nal Seripture · directions? To which I anſwer : as for 
tes. this being the true Chriſt, it ſeems impoſſible; 
ift, nor will any humane witneſſings prove it. The 
5 light in me teſtifies the contrary, and falls in with 


for the word, as a witneſs againſt it. And if this 
eſte 8 . . 
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light in me is infalible, I ain ſure it is not the 
Chriſt 3 and ſeeing this light is in all Men, why 


not in me? And with this light in me the writ- 


ten word agrees: Eph. 2. 12. 13. That at that 
time ye were without Chriſt -- but now in Chriſt 
Jeſus. If there was a time when they were 
 withoutChrift, how could he always be in them? 
And as to his being in all, as a true light, it can- 
not be, becauſe many have been miſguided, that 
have followed it. Acts, 26. 9. 10. I werily 
thought with my ſelf that I ought to do many things 
Contrary to the name of Feſus: which thing 
1 alſs did, &c. Now, did Paul do well in fo do- 
ing, or doth he Lye? one of theſe muſt be, if that 
Was a true light. If this light is in every Man, 
how can any Man be in darkneſs? Eph. 5. 8. -- 
for ye were ſometimes darkneſs &c. Could dark- 
neſs and light be together in the ſame Subject? 
ſo that the advice is ſraſonable to ſuch, Luke 11. 
35. Take heed therefore that the light which is in 
2hee be not darkneſs. Nor can this be a ſufficient 
Rule: It often fails them that Idelize its gui- 
dance, and makes them filent that came together 
hoping for its aſſiſtance, andleaves them only to 
ſiiggh, to think of their diſappointments. Much 
leſs is this preferable to Seripture : Iſa. 8. 20. To 
#be Law and to the Teſtimony, if they ſpeak not ac- 
cording to this word it is becauſe there is no light 
an them, Thus you ſee how we are directed to 
- the written word to judge of the light, and no 
doubt but the leſſer is to be judgedot the greater. 
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Object But is it not ſaid, John, 1. 9. That 
was the true light that lighteneth every Man that 
. cometh into the World. Anf. true, every one in 
the world that is ſavingly enlightened, is ſo by him: 
nor do I deny, but there may be ſome glimmer- 
ings of natural light in unrenewed Men, while 
they, mean time, are dark as to ſpiritual and ſav⸗ 
ing knowledge. But this is not Chriſt, nor a 
. ſufficient light to guide us to Heaven. So that 
I hope it will appear, tas the written word of 
God is the only rule of our obedience, in oppo- 
ſition to all humane Laws without, and to that 
pretended light within. 8 
Lock, as Chriſt was once Crucified "PRE 
two Thieves, the one on the right hand, and the 
other on the left; ſo now, ſome are robbing 
Him, by adding to his Law what is merely hu- 
mane; and others, by fathering their Lies on him; 
Putting darkneſs for light, _ light for darkneſs. 
Nox is the difference between theſe very great. 
It, is ſad to ſee human inventions crouded into the 
Church, and ſuch ſtreſs laid on theſe, that thoſe 
Who cannot comply with theſe, muſt be put out 
of their Synagogues. But let none of ele int | 
move ſuch: let 1 bear their Teftimony ior for 
Chriſt, and the purity of his worſhip 3 rejoycing 
to lang oye the Cs that he hath ſhaven, the 
toes, tall l judge them in tif laſt day. 
ifyng grace is frequently wrou 
ule of oxdinances, as means; and is not _to. 


1 415 


1 
8 The Beauties of a | 
Sinners 5 very Sins, as he did Saul nd 
this he may do to diſplay his free and rich grace 5 | 
and that he is not limited to means, tho we 
are. I alſo grant, that when He doth work. by 
ing in cheſe means, or in 
our utmoſt diligenee therein, to move God here- 
unto : nat. i He any way obliged by our doing 
RR We. an, to do forus what we cannot do; gur 

llgence makes God no debter ; nox is his grace 
here less free then if he had met ſuch in the 
heig t of their Rebellion. As he that will not 
give his bounty but at his own houſe, is as free 
as if he had giyen it at their OWN. od has ap 
pointed ans, and we. ough 
well fer the SO | as 


at ork w ith. our 


hands, and not to 2 5 be fo fed, till ther is 4 
as great a neceſſit there was for them. SO, 


ſus is wont to come; tho? at preſent, blind. 3 and 
there to cry, 74/v: 7 thou 'Son 2 of David bade mer | 
s. 2. Fet. I. 10. -- give diligence % 7, 


Ss 
* 


anctified are to give ff. ence to have it increaſ- 
ed, ſo are others to have it begun. E or; thatwe. 
| read r Saul So ae when diy 


reaching 0 ie word of 


r 
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and! hey oa And, the ſuch things 


| Soul ul fo now hall add, che tcemeans oh 


. he makes uſe © any Were before 
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Obie But the prayers of Sinn&s are ſin- 


5 fa 2 ought they to pray, Jia. 55. 6. 7. and 


e exhorts Simon, to pray to God, when 

in — A 1]. of. bitterneſs, and bond of Iniqdity. 
And tho his heart was not right in the fight of 
004! Acts, 8. 22. 23. the matter of prayer may 
be good, tho'-{inful as to the manner. But in neg- 
lecting it there is no ſhew of any good. "Tis 


aid, Hot 21. 4.'-- The plowing of the wicked is 


fi mand yet they venture for a crop, and often have 
it: Nor do good Men ſcruple to ſet them bn ſuch 


7 ſo alſo, Ila. he 13..-- The calling of aſſem- 


Blies I canpot; ay it is. iniquity, even the 
| 2 obo ever denyed that: Sin- 
thus 

' fets forth; the attends the ſervice of Sin- 
ners _tis not to formance of ſuch 


their confidence in them, 
e unto : And to let lem! 
alliance in them: and 
riſt Tor righteouſneſs, 


as are abſo- 
lately finful are not to be done, yet, duties which 


axe only. citcumſtantjally fo, cannot be omitted 


without a greater ſin than can en to bei in the 
performance of them. c 8 


And as L have ſhew'd, t 
of working Sanctification 
as to the beginning it, anc 


® > * 
5 A 


3 I . 1 
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is inthe aſs 
ing it or * 


very it nſtruments by od "works, Where” 


mine of 


84 ZTbe Beauties of Holineſs, 
God. He dor only decreed to do his work by ſome * 
means, and inſtruments, but alſo what theſe wie 
means, and who thoſe inſtruments ſhould be. II 
Saith the Apoſile, Acts, 15. 7. -- ye know _ bow if. wh 
that a good while ago, God made choice among Ml Wil 
ut, that the Gentiles by my mouth ſhould hear the 23. 
word of the Goſpel, and believe. You ſee how Tl 
God ſingled Peter out for that Work. So, Acts 9 

10. 5, 6, -- call for Simon whoſe Sirname i: tbe 
1 Peter, he ſball tell thee what thou oughteſt to do. 
Lie is deſcribed by his Name, and Sirname. 

The. Soveraignty of God greatly. 
the means, and inſt e of 


or the ſanctiſying of Souls ; by which v we may 
cet e counſdl'of God herein One Scripture i; be 
made effectual ta one, and not td another that fits £2 
in dhe fame Seat. And how. often do we ſee > 
Men of great Learning, yes, and endued with 
high er * 5 — — — TD for WY 2! 
the Converſion of Souls; and mean while, fuch OL 
ve {carce: been thought worthy to fit at theilt G 
have been made ver 8 eſe 1 
= the Inſtruments r of 
And it he will work who can hinder him? Let us n 
therefore. rake-heed of deſpiling any inflrument f * 
FF that God really makes uſe of, left we deſpiſe not Wl 
W | Man ee Let God do his own work 5 
| in his o. and let us xe} oyce to ſee the 0 
ft 
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me 'Tis true, Cod is not wont "Has to work by 
eſe wicked | ments. nor to bleſs corrupt Doctrine; 


is the ſincere Milk of the word, with 
op MW which God nouriſhes Souls to eternal Xie. Nor 
eng will he own ſuch as are Enemies to him. Jer. | 
the 23. 32. Bebold, I am againſt them that Propheſie * © 


dll Dreams. ſaith the Lord, and do tell ihem, 
as ang cauſe_my People to err by their Les, and by 
all not Foes this People « at 0 8 


4 the 

| ſaih the Lord, To ew, that tho' means are ap- 
in pointed, and therefore to be uſed } yet they 
of WW. mult be ſuch means as God has appointed; as 
nay Wl we hope for his Bleſſing thereon, and any real 
ig benetit thereby. Look, as means are to be uſed 
Ges £0 fave the Life of the Body, but if we make uſe 

| of what is not proper to our caſe, and truſt our 
| ſelves in the hands of ſuch as are unfaithtul, or 
unskilfal, we may, (humanely ſpeaking) ballen 
our death i ſo. in the caſe in hand. But, tho 
God is not wont to make uſe of wicked lad 
ments nor are we to encourage ſuch; yet, God 
often works by weak Inſtruments, that the praiſe 
may be given to him, and not to them. Upon 
the whole, let us learn, not to. deſpiſ ww... 5 
one hand; Goc 1--2PpOIN ed 
them Nor to ldolize them on the other hand 


* 
becauſe the beſt of means will avail nothing wich⸗ 
out God, To pretend to truſt in God in con. 
temp 15 means, or to Huli in means inſfead 
0 Ti Ing in God, ſeems to me_to be — = 
dan ous: The God 0 ive 


this Peace, in the uſe of all his means, 2 Theſſ. 
3 16. | | 


Thus have I given you my thoughts on theſe 


Gi 


their proximate cauſe, and that 3 on the 


God, from the purpoſe of God before time, to 
the moſt inferiour neans in time, by which he 
effects his decrees. © | | 1 


13 


ot thought give 35 clear light into gur ſuſtificati- 


gives light into the one, may regulate our concep- 


a little reflect on the Propoſitions before named. 


* 


there were certain Perſons whor 
or had cholen, fo he had therein an Exe to th 
future jufiitication; as well as cllectval yoo 


* 
— 
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deep things, which, as links of a Chain, hang 
one upon another: The means depending on 


ſtood on the Earth, but the Top reached up to 
U. 5 : 
Heaven: And all reſolved into the free grace of 


What I have faid, under this General Head, as 
to our Sanctihcation, may with ſome little turn 


on. For as theile both Ipring from the ſame 
cauſe, and are inſeparable concomitants, ſo, what 


{ff tions as to the other. And-to this end, I ſhall, 


| Under the firſt Propoſition I ſhew'd, that our 
9 Sanctification was ordained, and decreed from 
eternity, without any thing foreſeen in the Crea- 
ture to move God thereto. And ſo was our juſtifi- 

| cation: Rom. $. 29. 30. For whom be did fore- 
eso, be alſo did predeſtinate, & c. and whom be 
1 Aid predeſtinate, them be alſo called; and whom be 


rA .,cok mA n+ = ag = Wa as os 


| called, them he alſo {abies To ſhew, that as. 
he forcknew, 


: 7 : 
24 bw þ 
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the ſame Perſons. Hence, we read of God's eter- 
nal purpiſ, and of his Purpoſe, and grace, before 
the world began, Eph. 3. 11. 2. Tim. 1. 9. Vet, 
look, as that decree, gave no *prelent Being to 


Our GinRification, without the intervention of 
the ſubordinate means, as firmly ordained, and 
decreed, in order thereto, as the thing it ſelf: 


So, his decree to juſtific us, did nar put-us-into 


the immediate poſſeſſion of our Joltitication with- 


out the means > the fame means bein ordained 
to the one, that were to the other. For tho? the 


; gecrec was before the means, and the cauſe of the 


means; yet, the execution of the deciee was by 


the means. Hence, we have Sandification, and 


Juſtification joyned together 1. Cor. 6. 11. 


And ſuch were ſome of you: but ye are waſhed 
But ye are Santtified, but ye are Ju e in the 


Name of the Lord Feſus, & c. To prove, that 
tho' our Sanctification, and juſtification were 
both by Chriſt 3 yet, the latter was of no earlier 
date than the former: And that they were actu- 
ally partakers of neither, ſo long as they liv'd in 
thoſe groſs Sins, before named. 

Objeion. But were not the elect virtually 
juſtined from eternity in this decree ? 

Anſwer. If by being virtually juſtified, be 
meant, that by virtueof that decree before time, 
all the elect come certainly to be juſtified in 
time, *tis doubtleſs a great Truth; or the de- 
cree would be of no force : But the bare decree, 


no more jultified i in it ſelf, than it ſanctified. 


G 2 Objection EZ 
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Obbjection. But was not Chriſt juſtified from 
eternity? And were not the Ele& conſequently 
then juſiificd in him? | 


Anſwer, As our juſtification conſifis in taking 


off that Guilt we have contracted by Sin, and in- 
titulin to. Heaven by the righteouſneſs o 
Chritt imputed to us, ſo, (I conceive) Chrift's 
ſutification onlifted in taking off hat guilt im- 
uted to hi 5 ſubſtituted” in our low-place, 
40d, in irituling him to Besser. 25 the head of 
Tac Church Lon the account of that Tighteoul: 
neſs he wrought out for this end. But to ſuppoſe 
that God the Father ſhould give Chriſt his Ser- 
vant a diicharge before he had done his work, 
is conſiſtent, neither with Scripture, nor Reaſon. 
If it is objected, that {Gre were juſtified before 
Chriſt had finiſhed his work, and therefore he 
was ſo: I Anſwer; It doth not follow; for tho 
the Father accepted of Chriſt's Covenant-en- 
gagements, ſo far as to juſtifie them that believed 
in him that was to come; yet he held our ſurety 
faſt bound till he had actually diſcharged the 


debt: and his Work being finiſhed, his Father 
juſtified him by raiſing him from the dead. Yea, 


Church, Eph. 2. 6. And hath raiſed us up to- 
gether, and made us (it together in Heavenly pla- 
ces; in Chrift Jeſus. He took a diſcharge in 
che name of the Elect; and took poſſeſſion of 


lit with him, as repreſented by him, a” * 


he was raiſed, and jultified, as the head of the 


Heaven in the name of the Elect, Heb. 6. 20. whi- | 
'#her the forerunner is for us entred, Ce. they 


a tha; a _ ao Ac. SS co &# F VY m4 


| then ſecured for us, it was nct then applied to us. 


us, yet not effected in us, till he comes and 


for, as our Sanctification did not immediately 


Is lſo ſhew'd under the Second Propoſition, that 
all our *an&tification was purchaſed by the obedi- 


thereby our Juſtification was ſecured to us; yet, 


in Chriſt for us, as our Store houſe, and now given 
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ence: of Chiiſt, without any thing from Man: 
And ſo was our Juſtification. Qut of Chriſt's 
Side came Blood, to denote the expiating our 
uilt, as well as Water, to denote the cleanſing 
us from gur filth. The former to intitle us to 


Heaven; the. latter to fit us for Heaven. But 


obſerve, as notwithſianding our Sanctification 
was then purchaled for us, it was not then 
wrought in us > (o, tho? our juſtification was 


Ic was granted to Chriit for us, but not immedi- 
ately given to us. As a Father may purchaſe an 
Eſtate in a Child's name, ſo as the intail .canrot 
be cut off, and yet the Child not poſſeſs it till 
ſuch a time; tho the Father hath it in preſent 
poſſeſfivn. Thus tho? Chriſt was juſtitied, and 


it doth not follow, that we were juſtified at the 
fame time, and in the ſame ſenſe that he was. 
have alſo ſhewed under the Third Propoſition, 
that our Sanctification is wrought in a way of 
union to Chritt, and, tho* before purchaſed for 


joyns himſelf to us. It was before treaſur d up 


to us with him. And fo as to our Juſtification; : 


—_— 
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juſtified merely as repreſented} in Chriſt, till he 
comes to dwell in us. 
I have allo thewn under the Harb Propoſe tion, 
that our Sanctification is wrought in us by the 
Spirit of God, and without him-all we do is but 
a ſhew in the len. No leſs is our | Juſtification 
attributed to him, 1. Cor. 6. 11. But ye are 
waſhed , hut ye are Santiified » but ye are juſt if:- 
ed » inthe name of the Lord Feſus, and the Spirit 
of our God. To lhew, that Jullificatic 
conferre Lit þ 
it being his work to apply the proiviſe to us 
To work that in us to which the promile is 80 
and to aſſure our hearts of our intereſi in it. And 
tho? before we have a remote right to it, as pur- 
chaſed by Chriſt ſor us; yet, till the Spirit is 
given to us, it is neither applied to our Conſei- 
ences, nor Per ſons: and tho *tis then always fo 
far applied to our Perſons, as to be really, and 
immediately intereſted therein; yet, not always, 
even then, ſo far applied to our ¶Conſciences, as 
to be fully aſſured hereof; as is too manifeſt, 
from the doubts, and fears, of many truly graci= 
ous Souls. 

I have a alſo 3 under the ic Fifth Propo Propoſitirn, | 
how our Sanctification, fo far as it conlifts in the 
external performance of duties, is always accom- 
pied with that vital principle, wherein the 
xenovation of our nature doth confilt« And fo 


our ſJuttification, is always accompanied with a 
new heart. and lite. 


And tho' to be juſtifed, and 
£0 be * juſt by the infuſion of gracious prin- 
ciples 


. ˙ gp} 
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ciples, vaſtly differ, yet, are never ſeparated, the 
one from the other: Nor is it eaſy to ſhew. in 
order of time, which hath the priority. In prov- 
ing the one, we-prove the other: And it is da- 
ring preſumption to lay claim to Juſtification, 
where the heart is not made new, Jer. 31. 33. 34. 

I have alſo ſhew d under the Sr xt Prepoſition, 
what a dependence we have on the particular 


grace of Faith, for the right performance of du- 


ties. Thus as to our. Iuſtiſication; it not only 


is accompanied with the habits of all graces, 


but Fairh is that grace that is particularly con- 
cerned in that matter 3 as it lays hold on Chriſt, 
and his righteouſneſs. Nor can we any more be 
actually, an ly juſtified without it, than 
we can perform. duties acceptably to God without 


Faith; there being by divine appointment, an 


inſeparable connexion of order, between theſe, 
Rom 5. 1. Acts, 13. 39. Gal. 2. 16. 

I have alſo ſhew'd under the Seventh Propeſi- 
tion, that the written word of God is the only 


rule of our Sanctification; that is the rule by 


which we mult act; by that we are to judge, 
how, and where it is wrought. And fo as to 
our juſtincation. And it is as great an affront to 
Chriſt, to judge of that, as to the time of it, or 
as to the thing, contraiꝝ to the Scripture; as to 
make humane Inventien*the rule of our obedience 
to God. In this, God hath fully diſcoverd his 
mind, and we ought with thoſe Noble Bereant, 
to be ſearching thereinto. This is a Tranſcript. 


of the Records above, and if we would know, 


- 
— 
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what is done there, we muſt not think to do it 
by an immediate inſpiration, but by applicati n 

to Scripture : Saith Chriſt, John, 5. 39. Search 
the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal 


Life, and they are they which teſt ifie of me. And 


to pretend to judge of what is done in the Court 


above, contrary to the Revelation that God hath 


made of his mind in his Word; is not only to 
render the word an imperfect rule, but ſets his 
ſecret Counſel, and reveal'd Will at variance, 
and gives undoubted ground to conclude it to be 
an error. For had it been a divine Truth, the 
Scripture would have, confirmed it. What is 
contrary tothe Word of God, cannot be of God ; 
That being the only rule of Faith, what we 
2 to believe; as of manners, what we are to 
0 


I have laſtly ſhew'd under the E. 
tion, how God has a appointed Urdin»nces, as the 


6 


means by which he is wont to ſanGtitie Souls. 


And fo hath he, as to our ]uſtitication, _ 
What_] have here {a1d, as to our Juſtification, 


is that which by ſome in our days is 15 tepreſent- 


ed to be the dangerous Doctrine of the 8 22021 
ans 5 by which we may y clearly lee, t their 


contrary opinion is. And if it is come to this, 
that we muſt be ſuch Antinomiant, or Arminians, 
and mult lay the ſtreſs of our Salvation on the 
free grace of God, or off TCreature-power, I pre- 
ich 


ume no a 
gk the difference being as great as between 


it and „ or r think the woe of rhe 
Truth 


Gr 


bth_Propoſs | 
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reading, but to put them to ſuch Maſters as may 


this good work in the Land, the good effects of 


ney eo Inſtruct their Children in reading, no, 


* 
" . 


And further, I would from hence earneſtly re- 
commend the promoting ot Charity- Schools for 
the inſtructing of poor Children; not only in 


make Conſcience of their duty to their Souls. 
I am ſenſible their are many bands employed in 


which, I hope will redound to the lateſt poſteri- 
ty. 1 wiſh what 1am ſpeaking may encourage 
them, and excite others to joyn with them. Great 
part of the Nation is ſo poor they can't ſpare Mo- 


not ſo much as their Bible; by reaſon of which, 
they are brought up in ſuch groſs ignorance, that 
there ſeems not many degrees between them and 
'bfute Beaſts. Hereby they not only are ignorant 
of the very Letter of ſpiritual things, but are gi. 
ven up to all wickedneſs, as they grow up. And 
tis matter of Lamentation to think what the en- 
ſuing: Age will come tg; while we (ee fo many, 
vyho not only neglect all gcod themſelves, but 
even mock at it in others, and that as 'foon 28 
they.can ſpeak; deriding the dear Servants oſ 
God, as they did that good Man, 2. Kings, 2. 23. 
Go uß thu baidebead; deriding his old Age, 
which was ſo honourable. And I can't but think 
that the practical Atheiſm that abounds in the 
Nation, is greatly owing to the want of good In- 
Fraction len young; it being no wonder to fee 


frupt+ nature cus vent it ſelt, when there is no- ch 
thing to inform, Ot refttain it. No wonder that , 


den are thus vile, when either they hä ve 
. Fo none 
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none to teach them, or elſe, (which is worſe) have 
wicked teachers; who rather encourage to fin, 
by word, and deed, than diſſuade from it + Or, 
at beli, thi; k it not their duty to concern them- 


ſelves about their Souls. How many ſuch objects 


of Pity and Charity almoſt in every Place: And 
how commendable would it be, if ſuch as are 
Rich would caft ſomcthing out of their abundance 
into this good Treaſury, living, and dying, for 
the perpetuating ſo good a work. The very 

ame of good works is almoſt g own into con- 


tempt with ſome, and the works themſelves too 
much neglected by all. Let ſuch as have begun 
his good work, go on and look upon it, as a 


pond evidence of Sanctification in themſclves, 
hus to promote, from a right principle, the 
cans of it to others. 61h 
2. Inference. It Sanctification, is ſo excellent 
and de ſir able, bew great is our loſs by our fall 
n Adam Sucha Tor as never will be made up 
o us while we live, in its . own kind. IIs 
rue, ſuch is the grace of God to believers, that he 
akes up this loſs to them with advantage, in 
the ſecond Adam, even in this World; but it 
s in another way : As they are united t a hetter 
nead, and have their priviledges better ſecured. 
I we believe that Adam was perfect, and with- 
but the leaſt ſtain of Sin, when he came firſt from 
the hand of God, and then compare him with 
the beſt of Saints on Earth; alas, bow great is 
the difference! Eccl. 7. 29, Lo only have 
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bave ſought out many inventions. So that we 
may lay in this reſpect, as, Lam. 5. 16. The 


Crown ii fallen from our head, wo unto us that we 
have ſmned, That once Noble Vine, is now de- 
generated into a [irang ige Plant, *Tis true, the 
Saints have cauſe to rejoyce, to feel any thing of 
God's holy Law in their hearts : ts; but yet, have 
cauſe to mourn, to think how much of it is loſt, 

and how dim this ſecond impreſſion is, if com- 


pared with the firſt. Look, as it was at the Re- 
building of the Temple, the younger ſort ort greatly 
reio — Brent more agen Men that had ſeen 
the . Temple in its glory, wept with aloud 
voice: So that the People could not diſcern the 
noiſe of the ſhout of Joy, from the noiſe of the 
. . Weeping of the people, Ezra, 3. 11. 12. 13, 
Thus when we find God laying the Foundation 
of grace, we ought to rejoyce ; but Oh! what 
mixed paſſions of Joy, and Sorrow, in ſuch as 
have ſeen what Man once was. os + is Joy to 
find any thing of good in them, but Sorrow to 
think from whence they are fallen. The very 
| remembrance hereof is humbling to them. 
And eſpecially doth this loſs appear to be yet 
greater, if we view it as in unregenerated, and} 
untene wed Men. In renewed Men there is ſome- 


thing of Adam's original Image, but drawn as it I B 
were in much fainter Colours; but in others there il & 
'is nothing but an earthy Image: At firſt they N 
had the Image of Father, Son, and Spirit, but WW O. 


now an Earthy Image only. The Houſe indeed tt 
| bemains whete Adam once dwelt; but _ 5 N 
289553 ic 


Rich Furniture, 


- .9Þ. 
which was worth more than 
the Houſe, is gone: And Man is become poor 
and miſerable. The rectitude of this Soul is 
wholly loſt, and nothing remains but what is 
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directly contrary thereto, His Cloathing is of 


filthy Gar ments; he feeds on Aſhes 3 famine and 
death are before him ; his love to God is gone, 
and hatred ſucceeds: His delight in God's Law 
is gone, and enmity againſt it remains, 

. Inference, If Sanctification is ſo excellent 


and deſirable, how is Sin to be dreaded, fince 
the latter is ſo directly contrary to the former, 


and in its nature fo deſtructive to it. As the 
more health is to be prized, the more ſickneſs is 
to be dreaded, becauſe of its contrariety to it; ſo, 


for the ſame reaſon that holineſs is to be deſired, 
Sin is to be dreaded. Is holineſs to be deſired 
for its Author's fake 3 For the ſame reaſon Sin is 
to be dreaded 3 for while the former is from God, 
the latter is from the Devil: Nor doth the for- 


mer make us liker to God, than the latter makes 


us like the Devil. Or is holineſs to be defired be- 
cauſe God loves it; So is Sin to be dreaded be- 
cauſe God hates it, Jer. 44. 


4. 
abominable 9025 that T hate. Is holinels to be 
delired becauſe of the Bleſſings that attend · it; So 


is Sin to be dreaded becauſe the Curſes of God's 


Bock are denounced againſt it. Ina word: As 


Sanctification is to be deſired becauſe it leads to 
Heaven, ſo is Sin to be dreaded becauſe the wages 
of din is death. As all the promiſes are made to 
the one, fo all the threats axe denounced . 


- 
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the other. As Chriſt laid dawn his life to put- 
chaſe the one. ſo he laid down. his life to deliroy 
the other, 1. John, 3. 8. Says the Pſalmift, Pf. 
97.5 IO. Ye that love the Lord bate Exil. And 
indeed, it cannot be otherwiſe. He that loves 
any thing, muſt neceff«rily hate what is oppotite, 
and deſtructive thereto, We driad to fee 4 
Toad becauſe of its poiſonous nature, and the 
nearer it comes to us, the more our hearts riſc 
againſt it; ſo as to Sin: a fanctified Perſon hate; 
Sin where he fees it, but never ſo much as when 
he is in danger of being infected by it.  Hol:nels 
and Sin can't go on friendly together, becauſe 
they are not agreed. The former is from above, 
the latter is from beneath. They act under diſſe- 
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thgt is in him, and that holineſs, ſach receive from 
im, do greatly draw out the Soul in love to 


| fitneſs for heaven; to think, that out; of: his 
pierced Side came water as. well as blood. To 


auſe ee his holy life rend ers him dear, to ſee the ends 
ove, Mf his living and dying, renders, him more dear, 
iſſe · Nut to ſee that infinite holineſs in his nature ren 
ts ers him moſt dear. Let none flatter themſelves 
may hat they are Sanctified that don't love Chriſt upon 
con- his account. Many _pretend_ to love Chriſt he- 
atk - NMauſe he came to purchaſe Heaven, but how ſew. 
rwolWoye. i e_came to bleis us, in turn- 


ng every one of | 
5. Inference. 


ais from their Iniquities, 
N is ſach, an Ex: 
* 


Ccllent.and deſuable. thing, how_needfal is it to 
o0ld Ne. preached by all faichfull Miniſters of Chit: 


ind that in the cleareſt 


| lle. Tis obſervable 


hat fenen Sermon that our Lord reached, 
rd Men this noble Subject, Matt. 5. 6. 7. 


1apters ;.in which he ſhews the bleſſedneſs Of. 


dear uch as were ſanctified, and detects the dangerous 
; we niſtakes of ſuch as thought he came to make 
ruly Bod the, Law. as à rule of life, Nor can we be. 
ines FA 5 ___ faithful 
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which tends ſo much to the glory of the former, 
and to the eternal happineſs of the latter. Nor 
ought this to be done as a thing by the by, but 
as Sandtiticazion is to run through the whole of 
our Lives, ſo it ought to be preached in the 
whole of our Dodrine: "Tis not enough that 
we preach up a neceſſity of an intereſt ig the 


righteouſneſs of Chrilt, but we mult alſo preach 
up che necellity of holineſs, ſeeing the Tatter is as 


_ neceſſary to fit us for Heaven, as the former is to 


intitle us to Heaven : Nor can we get to 5 Heaven 


Without. the former, any more than we can with- 


out the latter, Heb. 12. 14. As we are to preach 
Chriſt in every duty, ſo we are to preach every 


duty to ſuch as are in Chriſt, We do but mock 


YE Go but ge 
uls to t without holinels; 


Paul could not behold the difagreeable walk of 


ſuch as heard him, but it drew Tears from his 
Eyes, Phil. 3 18. As the Prieſts Lipps are to 
keep knowledge, and the People are to receive 
the Law from our Mouths, ſo, it by our. ſilence 
our heaters err from Gods Statutes, he may juſt- 


ly charge their Sin upon us. Yea, tho? it may be 
a Doctrine many don't love to hear, and love lels | 
to Pra iſe; yet muſt we preach — God bids- 


us. Better our hearers periſh, for not doing, than 


we periſh with them for not preaching. lis 


with many as thoſe, Iſa. 30. 10. Which ſay to 
the ſeers. ſee not, and unto the Prophets propheſie 
not unto us right things : -- propheſie deceits. They 


oye taearof Priviledges, but carenot how little 
they 
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God : Acts, 20. 26 27. 


unleſs we preach them in an Evangelical Stile. Men 


duties in a clear Goſpel way is one of the moſt 
in fach a low, dark, and muddy Stile, that 
table to Sinners. Tis like a Trumpet that gives 


under the Law, that is owned, but whether un- 


are to be performed they confeſs, but whether by 


pleaſe Men, but God : whether they will hear, 
or whether they will forbear. If we can't deliver 
their heir Souls, we muſt endeavour to deliver our own, 
by not_ not_concealing any part of, the Countel of 


Nor is it enough that we "preach. up duties, 
may die by eating of Poyſon, as well as be ſtarved - 
to death for want of food. And J can't but think 
there are more will periſh under preaching, for not 
doing in a right manner; than for nor doing. at 
all; There being but few ſuch but what do ſome- 
thing, and fewer that perform duties in a right 
manner. LThave often thought, that to preach up 


difficule parts of our Miniſtry, Many do preach 
up duty, yea, ſeldome preach any thing elle, yet 


hearers know not what to make of it. Their 
| neither ſavory to Saints, nor Profi- 


an uncertain ſound. That the hearers are to be 


der it to the firſt Adam, fo as to expect life for 


what they do; or under it to the Second Adam, 
to work from lite, ſeems doubtfal. That duties 


a power in Man, or by the Power of the Spirit of 

9 illen carefully to > underſtand, 
Yea, that they ought to be horeſt and juſt in their 
valings is declar'd aloud ; but * this with 
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they hear of duties. But we are not to look to 
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the former make up that one and only thing 


needful, they are leit to judge for themſelves, 


Yea, that they ought to he very ſincere, ſerious, 
and devout in all they do, is avowedly confeſſed; 

ut whether they are to ſhew the ſame veneration 
to this ſincere obedience, that the T/raelites did 
to the Calf that was made of their own Jewels 
and Earings, when they ſaid theſe be thy Gods O 
Tſracl, which brought thee up out of the Land 


of Egypt; this may admit of a debate. That 


they are alſo to believe, is not deny'd, but whether 


this belicving is a truſting to, or depending on 
the Father's mercies only, or the Son's merits, or 
whether the written word, or the efſential word, 


is the object of this Faith, is not oftenclearly con- 


| fels'd. That they are to repent, is no more diſ- 
| Puted than the former, but whether this repen- 


tance doth include a forlaking. of fin, or conliſis 


only in asking pardon for it when they have li- 


ved as long as they can in it, is the difficulty to 
determine, if there is any. That they ought no 


leſs to be charitable to all Men, is readily grant- 
ed, and. very. often inculcated ; but whether here- 


by they mean, that upon pain of damnation 


they muſt communicate of what they have to 
every individual Perſon in the World, or enter- 
tain an equal good opinion as to the State of all 
Men, good, and bad 3 or to have a Charitable 
diſpoſition of heart to do good to all, and eſpecially 
to the houſehold of Faith; ſeems a myſtery : 

And the rather becauſe thoſe charitable Men have 
fol d lictle charity to Tuch as differ in opinion " from 
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them, till they are dead. That they muſt re- 
ceive the Sacrament too, as ever they hope to get 
to Heaven, or into 5 place of protit, under the 
Government, they don't deny, eſpecially the lat- 
ter; but what is an evangelical preparation for 
it, or what advantage ſuch receive from it, is 
hard to learn. That they _are alſo to hear the 
word, and at their reril to keeꝑ to the Church, 
is again, and again, and again repeated; but | 
whether by the Church, they are to underftand 
the place of Worſhip, or the People there wor- 
ſhiping, Hic labor eff. By reaſon of which, ma- 
ny poor Hearers firagle to Conventicles, like 
Noah's dove from the Ark, which returned not 
to him any more. 

And is this preaching Sanctification? No; 5 
the greateſt part of SanRification is here conceal- 
ed, which doth not conſiſt ſo much in external 
performances, as in the principle from which they 
proceed, and in the end to which they are direct- 
ed. Nor can any be juſtly blamed for being un- 
eaſy under, or even for leaving ſuch a Miniſtry : 
| For who can be contented to feed on Hus ks, that 
has Manna droppiug near his Tent door; and 
that hath taſted the ſweetneſs thereof. Soul- con · 
cern is too great to be dallied with; and ſuch as 
know the worth of it cannot be content to fit 
ſtarving to death under ſuch Doctrines, but will 
have better if it is to be had. 

6. Inference. Is Sanctification ſo excellent and 
deſirable? then we have no cauſe to be aſhamed 
2m of it. As this is natural from the Text, ſo very 
. | H 2 ſuitable 
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Vor the name of Chriſt, 7 art ye; fort 


be aſhamed oſ oui real Glory ? To be a * 


ſuitable to the time in which we live. We live 


in a day when Godlineſs is not only neglected, 


but deſpiſed and that word fulfilled, 2. Tim. 3. 
12. Tea and all that will live Godly in Chriſt 
Felus ſhall ſuffer perſecution. If we can be as 
vile as the vileſt, or take up with the outſide Re- 


ligion having only a lifeleſs form of Godlineſs 


denying the power of it, we may chance to eſcape 


their rage; but if once we begin to live Godly in 


Chriſt, we muſt look to our ſelves. No villany 
expoſes to the Scorn of the World as true holineſs 
doth. How often do we fee the Sons of the 
Bond woman mocking at the Sons of the Free- 
woman 5 which is ſtiled perſecution. And for 


no other reaſon, but becauſe they will not run 
into all exceſs of Riot with them. Thus as the 


Prophet complains Lam. 4. 2.. The precious 
Sons of Liom comparable to fine Gold, bow are they 
eſtcemed as Earthen Pitebers : How hard do ſome 
find it to bear this Croſs. * That is a ſweet word 
for ſuch, 1. Pet. 4. 14. 15. 16. Tf ye be . ene 

e Spirit 


of glory, and of God reſteth upon you 3 on their part 


Be, (not they only) is evil ſpoken ; but on 


gour part he is glorified -- but let none of you ſuffer 


454 Murderer, & c. but if any Man ſuffer as a 


Chriſtian, let him not be aſhamed. l 

I would fain know what there is in Godlineſs 
to be aſhamed of? Sin indeed is a ſhameful thing. 
Tis a debating the humane Nature, and yet we 
cannot ſhame the World out of it : And ſhall we 
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is more hanourable than to be a King. Theſe 
are the excellent of the Earth; theſe are God's 
Jewels, and Portion, that Men Count the filth of 
the World. Let us ſay therefore, as, 2. Sam, 6. 
22. And I will yet be more vile than thus, The 

great day will ſet all theſe things right. Then it 
will be known if a Saint was ſuch a contemptible 
Perſon as here he was repreſented to be. Chriſt 
will then own him before the world, with a 
done good and faithful Servant, The blind World 
will then have their eyes ſo far opened as to diſ- 
cern between the righteous and the wicked. 
Mean time, ſeeing we ſuffer for Chriſt, and he 
hath ſuffered more ſhame for us than we can for 
him, let us rejoyce that we are counted worthy 
to ſuffer ſhame for his Name, Acts, 5. 41. ſee- 
ing he has promiſed, 2. Tim. 2. 12. For if we 
ſuffer we ſhall alſo reign with bim. All theſe Re- 

proaches will be but as Jewels to make our 
Crown the heavier : And how will our Enemies 
even gnalh their Teeth to ſee the advantage that 
will then redound to us thereby, when all their 
Revilings will return with a vengeance upon their 
oon heads. 


7. Toference. 1s_SanRification ſuch an excel- 


B Hent and defirable thing? what pity it is that any 
that make a profeſſion of it ſhould be a diſgrace . 


eit. Tis hard to fay which are moſt culpable, 

uch as are aſhamed of it, or ſuch as are a ſhame 
to it, The more excellentit is, the more careful we 
ſhould be not to leſſen its eſteem in the Eyes of be 
World, who are ſo naturally prone to deſpiſe it. 


H 3 A 
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A wicked Man may Swear, be Drunk, &c. and I ha 
no notice taken; Religion doth not (utter by him; is 
| he hath openly renounced it; but if_once a pro- 

| feſſgr falls, then, ah, ha, thus the World would de 
haye it, Thus they eat up the Sins of God's nc 
People asthey cat Bread, and as pleaſant it is to ha 
them. Now Godlinefs is redicul'd, and they fo1 


* 
rere, —_—. rs 
_ 


| hardaed here by in their Sins. Now. thoſe that W. 
ere really good, ſuffer for them that once ſecmed th 
7 to be ſo. And that good that remains is de ſpi- ce 


ſed for the ſake of that paſt evil. Rom. 14. 16. G 
| Let not your good be evil ſpoken. of, if they would of 
| only call Evil, Evil, but to have what is gcod C 
| |  calld Evil, is ſad. Vea, how ready are ſuch to q 
| reflect on God himſelf, fox owning ſuch as his la 


Servants. Hence David by his Sin is ſaid to give | Si 
occalion to the . Enemies to blaſpheme. 2. Sam. b 
12. 13. Nor will they either forget, or forgive. ſr 
| ©, how doth Religion lie bleeding at this time of, . 1 
ie. the wounds it has received from ſuch pretended tl 
Friends. And the nearer any ſland to God in ſc 
any Service, the deeper this wound; and the if 


more hardly healed : Tis ſad to ſee ſuch as Mi- 
niſter in holy things to be prophane. The leaſt 
they can do that are ſincere,” is to bear a Publick 
Teſtimony againſt ſuch deceivers, of whatſoever 
denomination they are of; fince ſuch a Teſtimony 
can never ſo expoſe Religion, as the Sin did they 
teſtified againſt, *Tis fad when ſuch as ſhould 
lead Souls, cauſe them to err, and deſtroy the 
way of their Paths, Iſa, 3, 12. tis a Judgment to 
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- have blind guides, but to have wicked Guides 


15 —_ to be lamented. | 
8. Inference. 1s ee ſo excellent and 
desirable ? how greatly is it to be lamented to ſee 
no more of it in the world. To ſee fo few 
have that, which all muſt have, or periſh eternally 
for want ofit. We read what a great Cry there 
was in Egypt amopg them that eſcaped, When 
they ſaw one dead in every houſe; ſo what con- 


cen thould it be to ſuch as have "this Sanctiſying 


Grace in themſelves, and that know the neceſſity 


of it in others, to ſee ſo many of their fellow- 
Creatures, ot their Neighbours, Friends and Ac- 
quaintance; yea, and it may be, ſome near Re- 
lates, a Huzband- a Wife, a. Child, to be dead in 


Sinz and not oniy to ſee one ſuch in moſt Families, 


but to ſee many houſes where there is ſcarce one 
ſpiritually alive. Sure it cannot be conſiſtent 
with true grace in us to be unconcerned to fee 


the want of it in others: And not only to fee 


ſo many without it, but open Enemies to it, and 
ſo the more unlike ever to partake of it. 
And eſpecially is it to be lamented, to ſee no 


more of this in Congregations where this Do- 


ctrine is faithfully preached. That ſuch as call 
Chriſt, Lord, ſhould no more obey. him as ſuch. 
To fee many ſitting ſeemingly devout on a Sab- 
bath Da under the word, and yet walk all the 
Week after as if they had never heard it, whoſe 
Lives ſpeak the Language of thoſe, Jer. 44. 
16. As for the Word that theu haſt ſpoken unto 
pr in the name of the Lord, we will not hearken 
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They are Sermon-proof, They are 


unto thee. 
aſhamed to turn their back on the word, leſt they 


ſhould be thought Atheiſts, and as much aſham'd 


to obey it, lelt they ſhould be chougnt roo Strict, 
But Wy of all is the want of this to be la- 
mentcd in ſuch as are Menibers of Churches: who 


| have laid themſelves under the moſt ſacred Tyes 


to be the Lords: who have eaten and drank in 


bis preſence, and yet lift up the heel againſt him. 


And Judas like, after the Sop turn Traytors. 
Saith the Plalmiſt, Pl. 23. 


alas, that we fee fo little difference between 


ſome of theſe and the World, Some of thele can 
| hardly anſwer that Queſtion, Mat. 5. 47- H bat 
do ye more than others? There is no more true , 


love to each other than'is amo ng the Men ct th 

World ; nor will they ſo ſoon forgive each other, 
No more Prayer in their Families than in others ; 
no more true Zeal for God than in others; nor 
ſo much for God as ſome have had for Baal. 


No more Charity for Poor objects, nor deſire to 


promote any good works than others nor yet ſo 
much. Alas, Religion ſee 


Parties: So muc time is ſpent_i in gaining Proſe- 


Iytes, and in mere niceties about governing 
Churches, that there is but little regard to a Con- 
Alas, what is 


verlation as becomes the Goſpel. 
a Church tho? never fo numerous, and wealthy, 
without Holineſs, As thas increales, or 1 
0 


. Holyneſs becumeth 
thine Houſe, O Lord forever. The emple was o- 
verlaid with pure Gold, to ſhew how pure they 

| ſhould be that belong to Gods Houſe. But a las, 
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ſo doth the honour of a Church. If this is want- 
ing, what can ſuch expect of the preſence, or 
bleſſing of a holy God ? when once true Godli- 
neſs begins to decay, God's departure from that. 
People ſeems not far off: So that ſuch decays in 
Churches, or Profeſſors is ſad. And yet there 
are too many like that Image, Dan. 2. 32. 33. 
whoſe head was of fine Gold, but the Feet part of 
Iron, and part of Clay. So here, Chriſt whom 
they own to be their head is like fine Gold, but 
their Feet are like Clay. LD 

9. Inference. It Sanctification is fo excellent 
2nd defirable, how da ngerous mult it be to make 
any Miſtakes about it? And the more cxcellent the 
thing the more dangerous ſuch AMAiſt akes. We 
may Miſtake in leſſer Matters and yet be ſafe, but 
Miſtakes here are dangerous. I confeſs, all Mi- 
fakes herein are not equally dangerous, yet the 
fewer we make the ſafer we are. There are ſeve- 
ral dangerous Miſtakes I would caution againſt. - 
1. The Miſtake of ſuch as think they can be 
faved without it, a dangerous Miſtake indeed: 
yet I fear common, or elle how come the wicked 
to be ſo unconcerned ? If we ſhew the neceſity of 
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ſaid were of their Father the Devil, and did his 
works, and yet boaſted, not only that they were 
Abraham's Seed, but chat. they had one Father 
even God. But let ſuch know, that tho' God' 


declares himſelf merciful, and gracious, &c. yet 


concludes his Name, with, And vill in no wiſe 
clear the Guilty. To let us know, that neither 
his mercy, nor grace, nor goodneſs, would avail 
any thing to the Salvation of ſuch as continued 


in Sin. When God glorifies his grace in Par- 


doning, he gloribes his holineſs in Sanctifying 
that Soul, 25 none entertain ſuch fond Thoughts 


of God as to ſuppoſe he will have. more regard to 
the welfare of a Rebel than to his own glory, 
Hence, when' the Prophet had mentioned the 
gifts given to Chiift for Rebels, he immediately 


ſubjoyns, But God ſhall wound the head of bis E- 
nemies and thc hairy Scalp of ſuch a one as peeth 
on ſtill in bis Treſpaſes Pl. 68, 2 1. As theſe are 
Enemies to God, ſo he will treat them as ſuch. 
2 Beware of the Miffake, of ſuch as thibk 


they are Sanctified, and yet are not, and ſo feed 


on Aſhes. Many that eſcape the former fall into 


this, which may be no leſs fatal then that. Solo- 


man tells us. Pro. 30. 12. There. is à generation 
that are pure in their own eyes, ande is not purg- 
ber _fiuthineſs, This fad Miſtake pre- 
vents all endeavours after the obtaining it,and ſets 
ſuch at the greateſt diſtance from God: like that 
Church that thought her {elf rich, and increaſ- 
ed with goods, and yet was wretched, and miſer- 


able, &c. Rev. 3. 17, The ground of this 


Miſtake 


£ 
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Nia ke perhaps is, that they were taught, that 
Ace Br regenerated in their Baptiſm, and ſo 
need look no further, except to learn the Lord's 
Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Comandments, 
and to be contirmed withall; and fo free their 
Sponſors from their Obligations: And now they 
think theniſelves as good Chriſtians as any in the 
World. Poor mitiaken Souls! not to diſcern 
when they have a Lye in their right Hand. If 
this be all their Sanctification, how ſadly will 
they find themſelves miſtaken in the great day; 
when all their falſe hopes will periſh : when they 
vill know that he is not a Jew, no, nor a Chri- 
ſtian, who is only fo outwardly. Others there 
are, who think there is ſomething more than 
this required to make one a Chriſtian indeed: 
And to the end that nothing may be wanting, 
they ſet upon the performance of duties. They 
now begin to hear the Word, and to pray; are 

' very Charitable, are Honeſt, andJuſt in their deal- 
ings: And to make ſure the work is right, do 
conſtantly attend the Lord's Supper : And now 


— — 


look on themſelves as Saints of an uncommon 
ſize; and yet it may be, are ſtrangers to true 
Evangelical Sanctification. If the performance 

ol ſuch duties are abſolutely Sanctification, then 


when any perform theſe, they muſt neceſſarily be 
ſanctitied; Whereas we too often ſee, many that 
perform theſe, do yet live in ſuch Sins as are not 
conſiſtent with the grace of God: Nor is it di- 


ficult to produce Inſtances in Scripture, of os 
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that have done as much, and yet have not had fo 
much as the-root of the matter in them. Vea, 
I will ſuppoſe, that ſuch as perform theſe duties, 
are not guilty of ſuch groſs Immoralities; yet tis 
poſſible they may not be truly ſanMiticd : For 
true Sanctitication doth not conſiſt in mere exter- 
nals. We read of one that came to Chriſt, to 
ask what good thing he kay, ph do to inherit eter- 


nal life, Matt. 19. 16. our Lord bids him keep 
the Commandinents, v. 17. v. 18. He faith unto 


him, which? Our Lord tells him, Thon ſhall 
do no Murder, & c. v. 19. Honour thy Father, and 
thy Mother: Aud thou ſpalt love thy Neigb- 


beur as thy ſelf. He replies, v. 20, All theſe © 


things bave I kept from my Youth up: What 
lack I yet? Now one would have thought this 
Man itood fair for Heaven. Yet, when Chriſt 

bid him follow him, he went away {errowful ; 
And thereby ſhewed that he deſired not Heaven 
en any ſuch Terms. And ſrom hence we may 
ſiee, that the ſame duties, as to matter of them 
which are Branches of true Sandtification in one, 
my not be ſo in another. One prays, and 
heazs, and reads, Sc, yet never_ſelt_any change 
wrought in his heart; nor did he e 
of the he Spirit to aſſiſt hien herein; 5 yea, pram on 
redicules his operations in the Saints. Another, 
or perhaps the ſame Perſon, he prays, and is chari- 
table, &c. and he hopes hereby co make God 
ha for his former offences. And can this 
| > TIT ? I tell you, Nay» 
oth not ſo much |_conkift in the bare 40. 


ing 
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jag ol the duty, as in the right principle from 
which we ad, and the end, to which; both of 
which ſuch are Strangers to. If the bare doing 
| of duties without à ſanctifying work of the Spi- 
rit on the heart, or. without depe ndence on 
Chriſt, ean be true Sanctification, I can't fee any 
abſolute neceſficy of Regeneration, to fit us for 
Heaven, or of the righteonſneſs of Chriſt to in- 
title us to heaven. I do not ſpeak this to diſ- 
courage any from theſe, or ſuch like duties; for 
tho"theſe may be without Sanctification, yet, 
Sanctification can t be without theſe, where there 
is a capacity of performing them: But I doit to 
| prevent the Miltakes of many for methinks tis 


pity to ſee ſuch duties loft, and the perfor- 
mers of them too, through miftake. But ſup 
poſe, that by what I have ſaid, ſome ſuch as 1 1 
© have named ſhould give over ſuch duties; yet, if | 
| God will but bleſs it to the end that one Soul nn 
mar be . to lock to the Spirit for aſſiſtanee, mi 


and to_Chritt tor righteou d acceptance, 
, 1 muſi take leave to think, I have been Infirumen+ 
tal of doing more good than hurt: ſince the for- 
mer only goes from a leſſer Evil to a greater, with» 
out any change in his State; He only appears 
to he what he really was before; and plucks off 
that Mask by which he had deceived the World: 
He plainly ſhews hereby, he was before but a 
Wall whited 3 a Sepulchre painted; a Hypocrite 
in Maſcarade 3 and at beſt but Reprobate Silver. 
Not being 15 to abide the Touch - ſtone of the 


2 
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only ſeemed to have,: he ceaſes from works, but 
not from good works 3 works ks being ſo Jenomi- 
nated formally from our State. And a Crab-Tree 
may as (oon produce delicious Fruit; or a bitter 
Fountain ſend forth ſweet Streams; as a carnal 
unrenewed Man perform duties formally good 
and acceptable to God while in that State: his beſt 
works being but Splendida Peccata, glittering, a- 


bominations. And look, as he that by proper 


Phibck deligned to cure him, is made wol ſe, ſeems 
in a dangerous Condition; ſo he chat. gan abuſe 
ſach a Goſpel Truth as this, ſo as to be more 
wicked hereby, gives undoubted ground to con- 
clude, he is at preſent in the Gall of Bitterneſs, 
and in the bond of Iniquity; and looks like one 


et apart for deſtruction. He that will offer no- 


thing to God unleſs he will accept of the Halt; 


and the Blind; and the Lame; ſhews what 


eſteem he has for God: while he that has the 
leaſt dram of ſincerity, thinks he can never ſerve 
God well enough. But ſhould a Soul be conver- 

ted hereby, he leaves the greateſt Evil for the 
greateſt Good, he comes from darkneſs to mar- 
velous Light 5 and from the power” of Satan unto 
God. 
In a word; all external performances erer 
without the internal renewings of the Holy Ghoſt, 
are but a lifeleſs form of Godlineſs, without the 
power of it. 2 Tim. 3. 3. The Apoſtle widely 
diſtinguiſhes between bodily exerciſe, and godli- 
neſs; and ſhews, how little the —_— avails 
GG. the latter, 1 Tim. 4. 8. For bodily ex 
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when the Heart is far from him. 


and why, not becauſe he hath paid their debts, 
but becauſe by his means they are enabled to pay 


this the cauſe, of their Juſtitication, and glorificati- | 
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nels profitethl little, (he doth not wholly reject it) 
odlineſs is profitable to all things & c. Shew- 


_ that the former alone is not Godlineſs: nor 
will God be mocked with eyes and hands s lift up 


3. Beware of the Miſtake of ſuch as doctri- 
nally lay too much ſtreſs on it. and make an ill 
uſe of it. On the one hand you may ſee a gene- 
ration of Men, viler than the Earth; who have | 
higher eſteem for their ſordid Luſts, and Pleaſures, | 
than for Holineſs : who are fo far from defiring 
it, that there is nothing they more deſpiſe, and 
dread. Who ſeem to chuſe rather to go to Hell 


without it, than to go to Heaven with it, and 


hate and deſpiſe none ſo much as them that have 
it. On the other hand, you may ſee ſome who | 
pretend to be ſo far from the Mind of theſe, | 


that they attribute more to it than they ought, 


and make an Idol ofit: And while the former 


are for trampling it under foot, theſe are for ſet- 
ting It on __ Throne with Chriſt, or rather a- 
bove him. They depend on no Other Righteouſ- 


neſs but this; own no other Juſtiſication but 
what iſts in the infuſing of new. principles, 


or performing new practices. They pretend to 


be great admirers of Chriſt, as if none like them, 


rheir own 3 and to have ſomewhat left. They pret- 
tend to perfection in Sanctification, and make 


on, giving that unto the Creature, which is only due 
n unto 


* 


is 
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unto the Redeemer, And thus they retuſe to give 
, Chriſt the Preheminence. They think themlelves 
more comely wrapt up in the garinents of heit 
own making, than in the rich robe of Chritts 
| Righteouſneſs, And thus they over: value Sancti- 
beton, placing it higher than it ought to be: 
placeing that above Chriſt, that ought to be, and 


if true, deſires to be, at his Foot-Stool. Sure 1 
| am, as Chriſts Righteouſneſ; i is infinitely prefer- 


| | able to ours, both as to the Dignity of his Perſon, 


and perfection of his obedience, ſo, nothing can 


be a greatear indignity to him than to prefer our 


holineſs above his Righteoſneſs. Herein we caſt 
no leſs contempt on him than they that are in 


_ [open hoſtility again him for while by the 


Latter he is denyed the honour of his Kingly 
Office, by the former he is denyed the honour 
of his Prieſtly Office, which is no leſs dear to 
him than the other.. 

Nor, are theſe the only perſons that attribute too 
much to Sanctifi. ation; for there are others of a- 
nother denomination, who will not in ſuch Ex- 
preſs terms ſay we are juſtified by our works | works be - 
fore God ; but own that we are jultihed_ A by 

race, t ough Chriſt ; but make ke this grace to 
eontilt /only in abating the vigour of the Law, 
and bringing it to milder er ter ms: and inftead of 
perfect obedience, to_compound, and accept of 
our ſaith, repentance, and fincer obedience. © , 


our juſtifying Righ | htcouſneſs, | _ time redi- 
culing ; | 


ng Tach = hi a thing as as I 


J Kighteoufks, ; Bs, when doth this Of 


The Beauties of Folyneſs. | 117 


from the former? Faith, repentance, and (incere 
* obedience are but the parts of Sanctifigation, and 


tz WI thicretore if we are juſtified before God by theſe, 
we are juſtified by works; yea, and by the works 
of the Law; there being no duty required of us, 
bot what comes under the Law, as it is a rule of 
1 life. Nor is this any other then a confounding 

uſtification, and Sanctification, nor, is the grace 


„ot God Tels obſcured by this, than by the other. 
1 I ſhall endeavour to Illuſtrate the difference bee 
tween theſe two, (if there is any) by a Simili- 
= tudes ES 28 . 

5 Similitude. A certain Man hath two Debtors 
hat owe, each of them a Hundred Pound; but, 
£ that OW 3 [I WE CLAGLS Ly SS 3 SAILING 3 * 
5 nelther able to pay: He puts the one into ſome 
TW work; wherein, by hard Jabour, he may, in time 
| work it out; and is willing to ſtay till he can, 


and this is his kindneſs to him: With the other 
he Compounds, and bids him, inſtead of the Hun- 
dred, write down Fifty ; and promiſes under his 
hand, upon the payment thereof to give him a 
diſcharge in full. Now, this agreement being 
ſigned according to Law, the paying that fifty is 
as full fatisfaction to the Creditour, as for the o- 
ther to pay his hundred: Nor, is he after that 
4 Debtor in the eye of the Law. Much thus in the 
caſe in hand. Some boldly affirm, that Chriſt hath 
put us into a capacity to pay all that we owe to 
Juſtiee, others cry out, no ſuch thing; and 
that we are only able to make an honourable, 
Compoſition 3 but, both ſeem to agree in this, 
to make ſanctification as perfect, ot imperfect, 
8 ä our 
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our only juſtifying. Rightcouſneſs before God. 
Now, tho* this Similitude ſeems adapted 10 
the matter in hand, yet, we have one much better 


adapted to ſet forth the Grace of God, Luke, 7. 


41. 42. There was a certain Creditor which had 
two Debtors, the one owed frus hundred Pence, 


and the other Fifty; and when they had not bing 
to pay be frankly forgave them both. Here was 
no paying, nor Cempounding, you ſee, Nei- 
ther of the former will attribute more to Chriſt 


in oider to our diſcharge than to put that into 
our own hands that may procure it. And tho“ 
both make mention of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, yet 


neither of them will ſay as, Pſ. 71. 16. I will 


make mention of thy Righteouſneſs even of thine only, 
They are neither of them content to fay there is a 


neceſſity of the preſence of Faith, Repentance, and 


fmcere Obedience, in the Perſon juſtified, and that 


theſe, when true, are good Evidences of the Juſti- 


fication, and future Glorificatien of that Perſon ;- - 


without affirming that thefe are that very, and 


only Righteouſneſs, by which we ſtand juſtified 
before God, and that which we can only plead = 


for our diſcharge at the great day. Perhaps they 


will mutually own, that the merit ariling from 


his Righteouſneſs is in a remote Senſe made over 


to us, tho? not the Righteouſneſs ir ſelf 3 but this 
ſeems as abſurd as to ſay a Man has a right to 
the Rents and profits of an Eſtate, but no Right 
to that Eſtate, when all know, that it is by virtue 


of the latter, that he receives the former. In op- 


poſition to both theſe Miſtakes, let us aſcribe: to 


Sanctification 


11 nee me 


f , , ade edt a6. 
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Sanctiſication its due worth, and praiſe, but no 
more; let the Author ot it have more Glory 
than his work; let us prefer it above any perfor- 
mances wrought by a humane power, but look 
upon it as far inferiour to the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, as it is ſuperiour to the former. Sanctifi- 
cation has its uſefulneſs, as has been ſhewn, yet 


can give us no title to Heaven, being no ways 


adequate to the demands of Juſtice; or commen- 
ſurate to the Law : This only ariſes from our 
Relation to, and Intereſt in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 3 
which made holy Paul, after he had ſuffered the 
_ loſs of all for Chriſt, and done fo much that he 


could challenge the World to equal him, yet 


count all but dung that he might win Chriſt; 
and be found in him; not having on him his 


own righteouſneſs, but the righteouſneſs of God 


by Faith, Phil. 3. 8. 9. 


Some have athrmed, that Faith, Repentance, 


and fincere Obedience, ſtand in the very Place of 
Paradiſe-obedience. This 1 confefs is plain deal- 
mg, and lets us into the ſecrets of that Scheme. 
We know, Adam before he fell ſtood in a Cove - 
nant of works, had power to perform what God 
did command; and that if he had not ſinned he 

would have ſtood in no need of a Mediator; but 

by his own obedience would have continued in 
che poſſeſſion of his happineſs : So that if our 
Faith &c. ſtands in the room of his obedience z 
dis but rational to ſuppoſe that it muſt have the 
ſame influence. on our happineſs that his obe- 
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dience had on his: Nor will it in the leaſt alter 
the Caſe, to ſay, that God enables us to do thole, 
tho” that's more than many will grant; I mean as 
to any ſpecial influences; ; ſeeing God did as truly 
infuſe thoſe gracious habits into Adam's Soul, as 


he doth ours into us: Nor had he any more help 


from him in ſo going than from fallen Man in 


creating him. a 
; That which is our juſtifying Righteouſneſs be- 
fore God muſt be perfect; here Mercy and Truth 
muſt meet together 3 Mercy to the Sinner, but 


Truth to the Threats. Here Righteoſneſs and 


Peace mutually kiſs each other, Pſ. 8 5. 10. Hence, 
| God is (aid to be juſt, in juſtifying ; z and to that 

end, the Righteouſneſs of God is declared, Rom. 
3. 26. And indeed, if we take off our Eye from 
| Chriſt, where ſhall we find a perfect Righteouſ- 
neſs? If we go to our Faith, it mult ſay it is not 
in me 3 becauſe of the doubts and fears that. 


often and it. If we go to our Repentance, it 
mutti ſay it is not in me; becauſe our greateſt ſor» 
row for Sin, bears ſo little proportion to the evil 


that is in Sin. Or, it we go to ſincere obedience, 


it mult ſay it is not in me; becauſe there is not 
a juſt Man on Earth that lives and Sinneth not. 


Vea, put all theſe together and it muſt be ſaid it 
is not in me; for as a Thouſand Cyphers make 


no more than one, ſo, a Thouſand Things i im- 
perfect can never make one perfect. 


Objedt ion. But will you limit God? cannot * 


do what he will with his own ? 


"Anſwer 


is his Gift. As you may ſee by comparing Eph. 
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Anſwer. What God could have done I know 
not, nor is it at all to the point in hand; ſince Wwe 
are not to judge of theſe things according | to his 
abſolute power, what he might have done if he 
had pleaſed, but according to his ordinate power, 
what he will do; of which his word is the only 
Judge. Objection. But doth not the word ſay we 
are juſtified by Faith ? doth not the word fay that 
She that waſhed Chriſt's Feet with Tears had much 
forgiven her? and doth not the word ſay that a 
Man is juſtified by works : ? Rom. 5. 1. Luke, 1 
47. Jam. 2. 24. 
Anſwer. All theſe - Scriptures prove the neceſſi- 
ty of the preſence of f Faith, Repentance, and r new 
obedience, in the Perſon actually juſtified, and the 
inſeparable connexion between theſe duties, and 
thole priviledges, and that's all. Hence, tho 
the word joyns Faith and Juſtification, yet it tells 
us, that Faith is God's Gift; and tho it joyns 
Repentance and Forgiveneſs, yet it tells us, this 
Repentance is his Gift; and tho Obedience and 
Juttification are joyned, yet the word tells us, this 


2. 8 Acts, 5. 31. Ezek. 11. 19. 20. Now, it is 
inconſiſtent with Truth, or Reaſon, to ſuppoſe 
that ſuch things as we freely receive from God, and 
theſe being imperfect, and ſhort of the demands' 
of juſtice, ſhould be our juſtifying Righteonſneſs 
before God. And J cannot but think, that fuch 


— K — 


as attribute thus much to them, are moſt unac- 
quainted with them 3 and that their over: valuing 
of them ariſes trom want of more experience of - 


eo. them 


1 
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them in their own Souls. A ſenſe of our own 


_-_ 


will be the firongeſt Arguments to convince of 


5. 6. I bave heard of thee by the bearing of the 
Ear, but now mine Eye ſeeth thee, wherefore J ab- 


ouſneſs, they go about to eſtabliſh their own 3 
but the foundation being bad, tle Building can- 
not ſiand in a Storm. This Righteouſneſs of the 
Creature muſt down 3 by whatſoever Names it 


is dignified, or diſtinguiſhed. As the ſetting up 
the Ark, threw down Dagon, and brake him in 


pieces, without the leaſt violence offered; fo, 


when the Spirit of God comes to work grace 
in a Soul, it will throw down this Idol felf ; and 


| tho”, as it was with Dagon, he was not utterly 


broken at firſt, but fell down on his Face, as a- 


ſnamed to be ſcen 3 the next time his hands and 
bead were cut off, inſomuch, as they no more 


went about to fer him up again; fo, tho? this ſelf- 
| | confidence may not st once be wholly thrown 


> | down in the Saigts, yet by degrees it will down; 


| for, as our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has done all, ſo where 
he ſaves he will be all; and as dear as holineſs and 
righteouſneſs in his Saints are to him: He will 
make them know, that the holineſs that is in 
him, and that righteouſneſs that was wrought by 
him, are more dear to him than any meaſure in 
them, or wrought hy them. 


4 


4. Be- 


ſhortneſs in all, and of the demands of Juſtice * 
this Truth; and make us fay, as Job, Chap. 42. 


Bor my ſelf. Oh the windings, and turnings Men 1 
have to ſet up ſelf, being ignorant of God's Righte- 


V I OO OO oo we 8 *' 
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4. Beware of the Miſtake of ſuch as can give 


no clear account how they came by their Sancti- 


fication : who, we hope really have it 3 nor dare 
they attribute too much to it; yet ſeem at a loſs 
how they came by it. If we ſee a Jewel of a great 
worth in a poor Man's poſſeſſion, and he can't tell 
how he came by it; it creates a juſt jealouſie ot 
that Man. So to hear any pretend to a great meaſure 
of ſanctifyiny Grace, and yet not able to give a clear 
account how it was wrought, may give ſome cauſe 
to fear, as to the Truth of it. I am not (peaking, 
of ſuch as are not fully fatisfied, how, and when, 
it was wrought in them, or, that it is indeed 
wrought 1 there are 
many ſuch fancere Souls that are far from this 
Miſtaxke. | 
Ask ſome how they came to be Sanctified, and 
they'll tell you, it was on this wiſe 3 they went to 
Chriti by Faith, and by the naked hand of Faith 
fetched ihe firft principle from Chriſt, by virtue 
of which, they are enabled to perform the duties 
of Chriſtianity : And this experience of theirs, 
ſeeming to favour ſo much of free Grace, in that 
they went to Chriſt without any previous Quali- 
fications, but in%)] their Sins, as ſome exprels it, 
hath made many, not only to receive this as an 
undoubted Truth, but to glory in it as the very 
pillar and-ground of Trut : a and o look on all 
others, either as no Chriſtians, orelſe to look on 
them with compaſſion, as them that are out of the 
way and at preſent bewildred, for want of their 
light; and pet after all, they are under a great 


14 Mutzke 
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Miſtake, or J am: But whether they, or I, the 
Reader muſt judge. ; | JIN 
But, that we may not make one Miſtake upon 
another, I ſhall lay down ſomething by way of 
conceſſion. and then ſhew what I except againſt. 
By way of conceſſion I grant, that all ſanctifying 
Grace is originally in Chritt; and communicated 
to us from him. Ialſo freely grant, that it is the 
office of Faich, all our life, to be going out_to 
Chrriſt for frech ſupplics of Grace : And that he 
Would quicken his own work. But, | except a- 
gainſt this, that the Soul tirſt_goes to Chriſt by 
Faith for the firſt principle of holineſs. No, he 
firſt comes to us, when dead in our Sins, and b 
his Spirit works in us a vital Principle, which is 


the Spling of Faith, Love &c. Thus, Chrift 
begins with us by breathing the Breath of Life 
into us, and not we with him, by an AG of 


Faith upon him. He doth not only beſtow: his 
ſanctifyin g Grace on us when we come to him, 
but he freely brings it home to us; for Chrift is 


- the Author as well as Einiſher of our Faith, Heb. 


12. 2. Says Chriſt, Rev. 1. 8. Fam Alpha, 
and Omega, the Beginning, aud the Ending. He 


lays the firſt Stone, as well as the Top- Stone. 
Man is firſt paſſive, While the Spirit works the 


habit of all Grace, before he can put forth an Act 
of any Grace. For as in the Body, there is firſt 
life, before motion, or action, to which we eon- 
tribute nothing, which life is the Spring of all the 
natural Actions afterward: put forth, and which 

all ceaſe with this Life. So, as to this * 
CT | A . | Life 
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Life infuſed into the Soul. So, that tho? the Soul 
in its firſt going to Chriſt doth not go with any 
previous Qualifications of its own working, nor 
with any meritorious e wrought by 
the Spirit of Chrilt, yet to ſuꝑpoſe the Soul can 
act Faith on Chriſt before it is made Spiritually 
alive, by Chriſt, would be no leſs abſurd than to 
ſuppoſe a Man can walk before he is alive. Hence 
faith our Lord, John, 11. 26. But whoſoever li- 
weth and believeth in me, &c. Mind, he muſt 
live, before he believeth, That is a dead Faith 
that goes before this principle of Lite ; and the 
Soul is in a dead State, Nor will it in the leaſt 
= out the matter to ſay, Chriſt helps the Soul 

5 to go to him; which is as ridiculous as to ſay 
5 riſt helps us to walk, before we live. 
Chriſt affords no help in ſach impoſſibilities. 
This is to make gracious Habits to be acquired, 
which indeed are infuſed all ſpiritual Actions 
are from life, not for life. And indeed, if we 
conlider Faith, as ſeated in the Underſtanding and 
the Will, and nd the natural depravity of theſe Fa- 
culties, it will appear to be as morally impoſſible 


3 


to put forth an Act of Faith before the darkneſs 


— — 


in the former, and _Rubbornneſs 1 in the latter art er are 


fend forth ſweet Water and bitter; or for dark- 
neſs to give light. As for ſuch as deny the depra- 
vity of theſe faculties, I do not wonder that ſuch 


imbibe this opinion, and make this Miſtake ; but, 
the Scripture i is ſo clear to Prove boch, that t he that 
runs may read it. | 


to, life. 
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10. Inference. If Sanctification is ſo excellent 
and deſirable; how ſhould we prize it in all 
where we (ce it, and eſteem them very highly in 
love for their holineſs ſake : let that which ren- 
ders them contemptible to the World, render 
them the excellent of the Earth to us. The 
more excellent the thing is, and the more of it we 
ſee in auy, the more dear they ſhould be to us. 
It is impoſſible to love Chriſt, and not love his 


Image. Grace ſets a greater Juſice on a Perſon, 
than all Learning, Riches, or any Parts whatſo- 


ever: Nor ought we to limit our eſteem hereof, 

only to ſuch as are of our Party, Or Opinion, | but 
to love it in all where we ſee it, As God is rathe: rather 
to be loved for ions, than gan for thi the 
Benefits we receive from him; fo, thoſe that bear 
his Image, are rather to be loved for that Image 


fake, than for any Relation to them, Acquain- 


rance with them, or Dependence on them, As 
God loves all ſuch without reſpect to Perſons, or 
Parties, Acts, 10. 35. So ought we. And where 
we ſee any follow Chriſt, tho they may not nat exact - 
ly tread in our Steps, let this Tovely Image of God 


wherein they ſo nearly reſemble as, If Saints, atone 


for thoſe ſmaller matters wherein they differ Tow 
us: Since the things whereia thoſe do agree, 
ſo farexcell thoſe wherin they differ. To Now 


| holineſs only in our own Party, is not to love it 


for its own ſake, nor for Chriſt's ſake, bat rather, 
becauſe they follow us. If therefore, we ſee this 
Image, don't let us defer loving that Man _— we 
Ge What he is; whether à Conformi Ws or 

on- 


A 
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Nonconformilt : if he conforms to Chriſt, tho? not 
to us, let us love that Perſon for Chriſt's ſake. 
Yea, let us eſteem one that is holy, and differs 
in ſome things from us, more than one that is 
not ſo, tho' he may tread in our very Steps, in 
point of Doctrine, and Diſcipline. Nor can I fee 
how it is conſiſtent with true holineſs in our ſelves, 
not to love and eſteem it in others. *Tis fad 
to ſee how coy Chriſtians look one another: 
their difference in Affection is more to be la- 
mented than their difference in Judgment. Sure, 
when love to God increaſes, Chriſtian love will 
more increaſe. Many are too like thoſe, who, 
tho? they ſaw ſome caſting out Devils, and in 
Chnit's Name, yet forbad them, becauſe they 
followed not them: But our Lord ſhewed his 
diſlike of their narrow Spirit, Mark, 9. 30. 31, 
True love to Saints, as Saints, is no {mall part of 
FLSanctification, and the more Sanctification in- 
« creaſes in us, the more it will increaſe to ſuch as 
have it: Whereas the want of love to God, and 
his Image, are fad ſigns, either of no Grace, or, 
that it is at_a_very low Ebb in ſuch Sous. 
11. Inference. If Sanctification is ſo excellent, 
and wrought as you have heard; then how little 
will the endeavours of Carnal Men avail to ſancti- 
fie themſelves. The Apoſtle prays God to ſancti- 
fie them, as in the Text; and he feems to pray 
for ſuch as were in ſome meaſure ſanctiſed; that 
they might to be ſanctifſied wholly : To ſhew they 
could not go one Step forward without him. 
How much leſs are Sinners able with their utmoſk 
| endeavours 
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endeavours to ſanctifie themſelves: This is God's 


work. is true, he hath appointed means, 
which Sinners are to 755 dilizence in; but to 


3 —— 2 


to put them on looking 


. 


me, it ſcems as needfu on | 
above the means, as to put them upon the uſe of 
means; ſeeing - the moſt likely means, without 
God, will avail nothing. The preaching the 
word is au eſpecial means; yet, how little doth 
this avail in ſome; You may ſee ſome under the 
Word, day by day, who ſeem to be affected; 
yet view them in their lives, and they live as if they 
had never heard it: He that was filthy is fo ſtill: 
And he that was unjuſt is ſo ſtill. If we look to 
ſuch under affliction, and apprehenfion of Death, 
at which time we may expect they will do their 
utmoſt; and tho? then they often make promiſes 
of a Reformation, and ſeem ſorry for Sin, yet when 
the affliction is gone, their goodneſs is like the 
early Dew; and they return to Sin with more 
greedinels : Which ſhews, that it was'the'puniſh- 
ment they dreaded, more than the Sin; and that 
their Strength lay only in making of Promiſes, 
and that they had no pawer to perform them, 


2 


Nor need it ſeem ſtrange that Man ſhould be thus 


unable to change his heart, or life, if we conſider 
him as under the power of Sin; as Sin reigns in 
Bim, fo, it will not be dethroned by him : Such 
are ſaid to be led away with divers Luſts 3 2. Tim. 
3. 6. And ſaith Job, Chap. 14. 4 V bo can bring 
4 clean Thing out of an unclean ? Not one. or as, 
Jam. 311, *Doth 4 Fotritain ſend forth at the 
ame place'fweet Mater and bitter 2 AS Man hath 
no 
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no power to ſanctifie himſelf, ſo, neither hath he 
any will to do it, or, that Gd ſhould do it for 
him; his very Mind and Conſcience is defiled; 
he can never work for God ſincerely, till God has 
firſt been at work in him; Eph. 2. 10 For we 
are his workmenſhip, created : in Chriſt Feſus un- 
ro good works. Hence, *tis ſaid, Phil. 2. 13. For 
it is God that worketh in you beth to will and to do 
of bis good Pleaſure. Oh when God comes in 
with the means, and bleſſes them, then they be- 
come effectual; but till then, out ſtrength is but 
to fit ſtill. We may get to the Pool- ſide, but can- 
not get into the Waters, unleſs the Lord help us. 
This work is attributed to him, Ezek. 36. 25. 
26. 27. 


deſign is not hereby to dilcourage any from 
the uſe gf means, but to direct them that the 
means may be effectual to them. EW} that they 
may. not truſt in an Arm of fleſh, but in the living 
God and that free grace may ſhine Torth in our 
Sanctification, as much as in our Juſtification, 
Ihe Graee of God is too little diſplayed by ſome 
in our Juſtification, but it is fo obſured, and be- 
miſted in our Sanctification with the endeavours 
and doing of the Creature, that it is ſcarce diſ- 
cernable. But I dare be bold to ſay, God glori- 
fies his free grace as much in the latter, as in the 
former; and 15 ſhould we preach it. Grace ap- 
pears in fitting us for Heaven, as much as in In- 
tituling us to Heaven; and God ought to have all 
the Glory of both. Man is a proud Creature, 
and 4 lain come in as Partner with on 2 
ow. 


130 The Beauties of Holineſs: 


How often are Men told by ſome, that if they 


do what they can, God will do what they can» 


not; ſee how the Work is divided. But be it 


known to all Men, that we contribute no more to 


the workivg the firſt Principle of Sandification, - 
than we do contribute aft afterward by any AQi- 
ons flowing from it to our Juſtification. As the 


Spirit of God hath an equal hand with the Fa- 
ther, and Son, in our Salvation : So, there is an 
equal Glory due to him. 


Oh, this doing of the Creature, has been the 
undoing, > of many; by — £0 o_their own 
ſtrengeh to perform duties; and to the merit of 


the duties thus performed: And theſe feldom are 


ſeparated. But how is the Spirit lighted. by che 
former, and the merit of Chriſt deſpiſed by the lat- 
ter. Chriſt will be our ſtrength when he is our 
Redeemer, Pf. 19. 19. to whom he is Righteoul- 
neſs to juſtiſie, to thetn he is Strength, Ia. 45. 24. 


I don*c expe that the defenders of the Doctrine 
of Free- will ſhould fall in with me hercin > but 


let God d be glorified, and: and the Creature laid in d in the | 


Duſt..._1 own, that God ſometime, yea ofteri 
meets with Sinners, and Sanftifies them under 
the means; but in ſach caſe, it is not owing to 
their uſe and improving of the means, but to, the 
Grace of God, in blefling thoſe means. 
Objection. Dath not God command ade Prop 
to ſanctitie themſelves ? Lev. II. 44. Anſwer, I 
doth not follow, they could do it, becauſe- he 
commands them ſo to do. And further, the 
"conſifing 
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conſiſting in outward waſhings, and abſtai nin 


from things unclean; as is clear from the ſame 


Verſe. But it doth not follow, that Saints, much 


leſs Sinners, can by any power in them cleanſe 


their own hearts, or perform duties in a right 
manner without divine afhiftance, = 
Objection. Jam. 4. 8. Cleanſe yuur Hands 
ge Sinners, and purifie your Hearts ye deuble-minded. 
Anſwer. This doth not ſhew what Man can 
do, but what he ought to do: God commands 


this, to_convince_us hereby of our weakneſs, and, 
not of our Strength, that being ſenſible of our 


own inab ility, we may Jeck to him for power to 


| do what he commands 10 ve done; and to Thriſt 
or Righteouſneſs, while we are made hereby to 


ſee the Imperfection of our own. | 
12. Inference If Sanctification is ſo excellent 
and deſirable, how highly doth it concern us all 


to take heed of taking up with mere empty No- 


| clonsof it, without any ſaving experience of the 
thing it ſelf » ſeeing it is not the Notions of it 


will ſecure us at the great Day. Tis fad to think 
what miſtaken Notions many have of this Do- 
ctrine 3 they can't ſo much as tell what ic is; yet 
it is greatly to be feared, that among thoſe few 
that hold faſt the form of ſound Words, To ſome 
of theſe they are but a Form: They can define 


it, but never felt it in their Hearts. The Head 


is the Seat of knowledge, but the Heart is the 
Seat of Grace. Many, by hearing found Vo- 


xine may be able to buke Gainſayers, 
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ing of what they ſpeak. But, alas, how little 
will fuch empty Notions avail : faith the Apoſtle; 
Rom. 14. 22. -- Happy is he that Condemneth not 
himſelf in that thing 2which be alloweth. i, e. Ei- 
ther by doing what he knows is evil, or by not 


ful Word, Rom. 1. 18. For the wrath of God is 
revealed from Heaven, againſt all ungodlineſr, and 


righteouſneſs You ſee, their holding the Truth; 
will not atone for their wicked lives: Nay, let me 


Jeaſt to ſay for themſelves 'at Judgment : Nay, 


to Hell, For not living agreeable thereto, - ſays 


own Hearts : Like Parrots that may ſpeak in 
immitation of others, but don't know the mean 


doing what he knows is good: That's a dreads 
enrighteouſneſs of Men, who bold the Truth in un- 


fayz ſuch knowledge without a ſuitable Practice, 
will Sink ſuch the deeper into Hell, 2. Pet. 2. — | 
For it bad been better for them not to have known 
3 2 1 ; pi 63. ; fn 
'the way of Reghteouſneſs, than after they have 
known it to turn from the holy Commandment deli- 

| wered unto them, Of all Men, theſe will have 


| theſe will be Witneſſes againſt themſelves. It 
will not in the great Day be asked, only, what we 
have known, but what we have done? And as 
we have reaſon to believe, many will be ſa ved, 
whboſe knowledge has been ſhort of ſome othets, 
\ having walked up to what they knew; ſo alſo, 
we have {ad cauſe to fear, that many, with great 
knowledge, and learning too, will be ſent down 


our Lord, John, 13. 17. F ye know theſe thing: 
bappy are ye if ye do them. Knowledge without 
Practice makes us the liker the Devil? He „ N 
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Chriſt to be the Son of Gbd, and yet had no part 
in him: and ſo may we. There may be true 

Notions of Faith in the Head, yet, no true and 
ſaving Faith in the Heart. There may be true No- 
tions of Repentance, ard yet the heart not touch- 

ed with a Senſe of Sin: We may know the one 
as being taught of Man 3 and be ignorant of the 
other for want of the teaching of God. Oh how 
much better is it to have the thing in our hearts, 
tho? we can ſay but little; than to ſay much, and 
yet experience and Practiſe nothing. Oh. hap- 
py Souls that find divine Truths, not coming 
in werd only, but in power; and in the Holy 
Gholt 3 and in much aſſurancez 1. Theſſ. 1. 5. 
Oh happy Souls, who not only can tell what 
Sancti fication is, but alſo can declare, how, when, 
and by what means God wrought this work in 
them. Who not only can tell how duties ought 
to be performed, but are careful as to the due per- 
manee of them. In theſe lies the truth of Re- 
ligion; and without theſe we are but as a Sound- 
ing Braſs, and a Tinkling Cymbal; which make a 
great noiſe, but have no life in them. One 
Dram of true Sanctification in the heart is of 
more worth than all head · notions: for Sancti- 
fication is not a thing to be talked of only, but 
to be practiſed. Oh the vaſt difference between 
one that only talks of Spiritual Things, and one 
that hath felt them in his one Soul. Let us not 
only hear what Men ſay, but let us ſee how they 
live: how their Doctrine and Life agree. Let 


us not think that Man qualified for a Miniſter, 


that 
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that talks in the Pulpit like a Saint, and lives 
when out of it more like a Devil : who_has as 
much need to caution Hearers not to do as he 
doth, as to exhort them to believe what he faith. 
Let not Learning be ſo Idoliz'd, as for the ſake of 
that to overlook that which is ſo vaſily preferable 
to it. Let us not only enquire what Progreſs is made 
in humane Literature, but whether ſuch have been 


be but dry Preachers with all their Learning: 
- Saith the Apoſtle, Rom. 2. 21. Thou that teacheſt 
another, teacheſt thou not thy ſelf ? thou that preac h- 
. eft a I un ſhould not Steal, doeſt thou Steal? So 
may I fay, thou that Preacheſt a Man ſhould not 


wicked God ſaith, what haſt thou to do to de- 


2 


any net to think it ſo, Hence, Jer. 5. 31. The 
Prophets proph ſie falſely and the Prieſt bear Rule 
by their means, and my People love to have it ſo > 
Eut what will ye be im the End thereof? How un- 
like are theſe to be Inſtruments of turning Sinners 
trom the Evil of their Way, that lay their Stum- 


could fay, why ſhould I hear Words when I ſee 


* r ISS 5 


Grace_ is Polt-pon'd to humane Learning, God. 


* 
Pre "Ts 


nor 


Will lay afide ſuch Men as uſcleſs ; and employ 
others to do his Work who ſhall be able to ſpeak, 


inſtructed in Chriſt's School: for it not, ſuch will 


Fe 
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be Drunk, or Swear, doſt thou abhor theſe ? or, 
thou that preacheſt a Man ſhould pray in his Fa- 
mily, doſt thou do it? Pf. 50. 16. But, unto the. 


clare my Statutes? Tis a fore Judgment to fit un- 
der a wicked Miniſter, and not much lefs, for 


bling-blocks of Iniquity before them. A Heathen. 
contrary Deeds? Andl can't but think, that when. 


—_— 
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not only the things they have heard, but what they 
have ſeen, and felt: They are molt like to ſpeak 
to the heart of others, that · ſpcak from their own 3. 
and to reform the lives of others, that can ſay, be. 
ye followers of me, as l am of Chriſt. The Apoſile 
deſcribing the Qualification of a Miniſter, or a 
Biſhop, tells us, he muſt be blameleſs, ſober, vigi- 
lant, not given to Wine, &c. and where theſe 
are wanting, we gan never expect that God ſhould 
_ own and bleſs ſuch, and make them inſtrumental 
to ſanctiie others, that have nothing of Santiti- 
cation in themſclves ; whatſoever. Perſuaſion they 

It any will take occaſion from hence to ſay I 
deſpiſe Learning, I can't help it: I own, Leam- 
ing has its great uſefulneſs, when accompanied 
with higher Qualifications 3 but alas, this alone 
will do little. Nicodemus, tho a Maſter in Iſrael, 
knew nothing of the work of Regeneration 
John, 3. 4. And, let Men take it how they will, 
LH venture to ſay, Chriſt has no worſe Enemies 
than among learned Men. And tho' 1 am far 
from thinking that their Learning is the cauſe of 
their Sins, yet it proves beyond all contradiction, 
that this alone is not a ſufficient Qualification for 
the Work of the Miniſtry. And I ſhould be 
glad, if what I have ſaid, might move Men of all 
Perſuafions, to take care who they put into that 
work : And that it may not be thought a ſuffici- 
ent Qualification, that they have been ſo long 
time in a Univerſity, or Accademy, or that they 
axe Zealots for a Party, unleſs there: are viſible 
OS” appear- 
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appearances of this grace of Sanctification. For 
as the Nation has cauſe to groan under the burden 


22 3 „ 


of a ſcandalous Miniſtry, fo, unleſs more care be 


taken, it is never like to be eaſed of its burthen. 


When our Lord ſent forth his Diſciples to preach, 
ſays he, Matt. 19. 16. -- Be ye therefore wiſe as 


Serpents, and harmleſs as Doves. The Serpents 
ſubtilty, and the Doves innocency, do well toge- 
ther : but, if both can't be had, I think it would 
be no loſs, if ſome abatements were made as to 
the former, and ſome additions made to the lat- 


ter: For, it can never be ſuppoſed, that ſuch + 
can be hearty in their Endeavours to throw - 
down the Devil's Intereſt in others, that are. 
ſtrengthening it in themſelves ;- or that a People 
ſhould be perſuaded to go in a way directly con- 
trary to that which their very Guides go in. 
*T'is ſad to have blind hearers, but worſe to have 


blind ſeers, but worſt of all to have both ſo; for 


faith our Lord, If the blind lead the blind, botb. 
ſhall fall into the Ditch, Matt. 15. 4. The rea- 


ſon why Learning is ſo much deſpiſed by ſome, is 
not wholly owing, (as fome ſuppoſe) to igno- 


rance of the worth and uſefulneſs of 'it, but ra- 
ther to the erronious Doctrine, and ſcandalous 
' Lives of too many that have it, and over - fond 


opinion others have of it; who are ready to p 
with all that is good for it: as if truth of Doctrine, 


holineſs of Life, (thoſe excellent Jewels) were to 
he . poſt-pon'd to the dead Letter of humane 
Learning. Let theſe no longer blame ſome fo 


much, for entring upon the Miniſtry with but little 
7 Learning; 
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r Learning; or others for following them; as 
n themſel ves for giving ſuch occaſion to both 3 by 
e the Reproach they have brought upon a Learned 
. Miniſtry. For who can be juſtly blamed for 


not adoring Learning, when it is ſo ſeldom ac- 
companied with a Life and Doctrine agreeable 
to Godlineſs. If it is a fault in any to Elight 
Learning, it may juſtly be laid at theſe Mens 
Doors 3 ſince it had certainly been more eſtet med, 
had it not been for them. 

13 Inference. If Sanctification is ſo excQlent 
and deſirable, how dangerous muſt it be ta be an 
|= Antmomian indeed; or, one that is againſt the 

Law, as the word ſignifies. For as the holy 


+; 


Law of God is the only. Rule of our Sanctificati 


1a 


on, fo, for any to be profeſſedly againſt it, as 
uch, muſt be dangerous; for, it cannot be ex- 
pected, that ſuch ſhould Conform to it in pra- 
_ Rice, who, in judgment think themſelves not 
obliged thereunto : and, for any to caſt that Law 
behind their back, that ought to be in the hearc, 
is to be lamented. Indeed, to be unjuſtly thus call - 
ed, wil hurt ro Man, unleſs the falſe Accuſer. 
Chriſt himſelt was call'd a Deceiver, yet is not the 
worſe thought of by any real Chriſtians 3 it being 
his goodneſs that cauſea thofe Enemies to brand 
him with that, and ſuch · like odiums. So, in 
our days, if any are but led clearly into the Truths 
of the Goſpel „ and will give the whole glory of 
their Salva tion only to Chriſt, they muſt expect 
PE 
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cannot be Friends to Chriſt, unleſs we are Ene- 
mies to Moſes when really, none love him ſo well. | 
And, tince it js not the Name only, but the thing 
that is fo dangerous, give me leave to ſhew you 
what I mean by an Antinomian. 
There is a being an Antinemian in Practiſe, 


25 when a Perſon's Life; and the Law don't agree 3 
the Law Condemns his Practice, as wicked, and 
his Practice Condemns the Law, as not good; 
while che things it commands are ſlighted, and 
neglected, and the things it forbids are approved 
of, and delighted in; when the Law is not obſer- 
ved, as the rule of our publick, or private Con- 
cerns, but we call in humane Traditions or ſet up 
our own Inventions: This is | Antinomiani/m 
with a vengeance 3 and the moſt dangerous Anti- 
nomiæniſim: but, this is not to be found in all that 
are calld Antinomians : find tis to be. feared, 
that the Accuſers ate more culpable in this reſpect 
than the Accufed. I have obſerved, of ſome that 
have been call'd Antinomians, if we look into 
their Families, we may ſèe much of the life of He- 
Tigion 3 we ſhalt find them honeſt, and juſt to- 
. wards Men; charitable to their Neighbours 3 
kind and curtious to all; and ready to forgive 
their worft Enemies; only they can't turn and 
trim, to ſerve a Turn. They can't flatter and 
deceive, nor ſuit themſelves to all Times, and 
Company. On the other hand, if we look to 
their Accuſers, we may {ee the reverſe, and while 
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in word they profeſs a profound veneration forthe 
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the worlt Antinomians ? He that is unjuſtly fo 


ment; as, when he is perſuaded that he is under 


-demnatory power of the Law, but alſo freed from 


2. Theſſ. 3. 14. Note that Man, anh bade 1» 


7 he Beauties of Holineſs, 139 


called, or he that walks contrary to the Law. 
and under a pretence of ſeting up a new Law is 
abrogating the old. 


A Perſon may al ſo be an Antinomian in Jadg- 


no obligation to obſerve the duties of the Law, 
as in the hand of a Mediator : and, that he is freed 
by Chriſt, not only from the Rigour and Con- 


6c —cc—— — 


quainted with one ſuch, yet if any others can 
find one, I would give them the Apoſtles advice, 


82 


it as a rule of life. And, tho' 1 never was 2c- 


company with bim; that he may be aſhamed. 
Look upon him as an Enemy to Chriſt, and 
Chriſtianity, 

1 confeſs there are ſome others, and on that 
there were more of them, that expect to be juſti- 
fied by the free grace of God, through the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt z without the works cf the 


them, or by nem, tho? by the Aſiſtance of the 
Spirit of God. But, do they deferve to be brand- 
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hand! when we can ſee that we are freed from the 
curſe of it. The ſame Apoile that tells us that 


DD — 


more pleating to God. Let none be aſhamed 

to be called Ant inomian on this account, ſince we 

muſt be ſuch Antin mi ant or Infidels.. Paul, 

was as deep a dy d Antinamian in this ſenſe, as 

ever liv'd, Rom. 3. 20. therefore, by the deeds o 

the Law, there ſhall no fleſb he juſt ified in his fight. © 
; So, Rom. 10. 3. For, Chriſt #s the end of the Law 


any Medium to be found between ſuch an An- \ 
tinomian, and a Papiſt, in that point. And I i 
can't but think it hard Treatment, for any to be 

branded as Antinomians, eſpecially by Proteſtants, 


for thoſe things things wherein they bear their Teſtimo- 
ny for the tree grace of Cor, in oppolition to.all 
Popiſh merit. If this is to be an Antinomian, to 
renounce all dependence on our own works, 


and to depend only on Chriſt for Salvation; and 


to 
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to depend on the influences of the ſpirit for the 
performance of duties; I deſire to live and die 
ſuch an Antinomian; or elſe do utterly deſpair 
of entring into glory, And, I do hope and be- 
lieve, that no ſincere Friend of Chriſt will be at- 
righted out of ſuch an Eſſential Article of the 
Proteftant Faith, by the empty noiſe of Antino- 
' mianiſm, Let us all rather dread being poſieſt 
with a legal Spirit, putting us upon ſeeking for 
life, and peace, where they are not to be found. 
and ſo robbing Chriſt of his Glory, and our 
ſclves of all ti ue Comfort. For faith the Apoſtle 
Gal. 2. 21. I do not fruſtratethe Grace of God, for 
if_Righteouſneſs come by the Law, then Chriſt is 
dead in vain. I think we ought tather to dread 
doing that which may fruſtrate the Grace of God, 
and bÞ leave the World to periſh, than to be 
CalPd Antinomians ; and put our Accuſers upon a 
clearer Diſcovery, what they mean, before we 
are at all affrighted there with; ſeeing in the 
ſenſe of the Accuſer, it may rather be a duty to 
be an Antinomian, than a Sin; and an Honour, 
than a Diſgrace. This Name to ſome, is but like 
the Skins of the Wild Beaſts, that they were 
wont to put upon the faithful Servants.of - God, 


of old, to make the Dogs worry them. 
I don't ſpeak this in favour of the raſh and in- 
conliderate Expreſſions as may have dropt from 


the Pens of ſome that have been ſo calld ; much 

lets in favour of fuch Libertines, 2s under 2 Pre- 

tence that Chriti has done all, have taken the 

more ircedom in Sin: the Truth is never "the- 
W 
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worſe for ſach abuſes : But I do it to ſhew how 
unjuſt. it is to brand any as Antinomiant, only 

— — for the _purity_of the Golpel, 
in oppolition to Popery on the one hand, and 
Arminianiſm on the other Hand: And what 
licle cauſe thoſe have to be ſhamed out of the 
Truth, by ſuch unjuſt accuſations. This is not a 
Tiuth to be aſhamed of but rather to be gloried 
in. To be aſhamed of this, is to be aſhamed of 
the Croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. If this goes, 

all our happineſs, and true comfort goe with it. 


this grand Goſpel Truth, that many are lo Tooſe 
and vain in their 0 and others fo. often de- 


| Redeemer, is gotten into a fate Sanctuary, and 
| ſtands, like a Rock, that cant be moved. He 
\fears neither Death, nor Devil, ; being ſecured by 
Christ from both, as to being deſtroyed by either. 
| He can ſay, when in the exerciſe ef Faith, as Rom. 


8433. 34. Who hull lay any thing tothe Charge of 


| God's Elect ? it M God that juſtißethb. Who ts he 
that eondemne ih? it 45 Chriſt that died Ce. 
und Inference; If Sanctification is ſo exellent 
and deſuable, how thankfull ſhould: all ſuch be 2s 
are; made; partakers hereof. The greater tha gift, 
the more thankful}: the Receiver ſhould be, in 
ſanRifying our nature, God has done more for 
2e | us 


and more worthy he is of thanks. What Grace 


Bimſelf, that, he ſhould take away our filthy Gar- 


out into the open field to the loathing of out 


ſecond Impreſſion of his law, when we had bro» 


from others ! let him have all the praiſe, the 


_ horrible pit, cut of the miry clay = and be hath 
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us then if he had beſtow*d the world upon ns 5 


was it in God, to change our Ethiopian-Skin 3 
and to ſay of any of us as Pl. 4. 3 But know, 
that the Lord hath ſet apart him that is godly for 


ments, and give us change of Rayment. That, he 
ſnould ſay to us in our blood, live, and make all 
us glorious within; and all, when no Eye pitied 
us, nor, any hand could help us: And when caſt 


Perſons in the day when we were born! Oh ad- 
mire that grace, that God ſhould put forth a 


ken the firſt Tables: Not engraven in ſtone, but 
in our heart; and that when we had marr'd hs 
workmanſhip, inſtead of daſhing us in pieces, he 
ſhould Create us again! Oh what ſhall we render 
to his name for this grace, that we are not as vile 
as ever we were; or as any now are. That, 
while others ſware, we tremble at that oath, that 
we are not mockers, and all that's bad, ſince we 
brought the ſeed and ſpawn of all fin into the 
world with us. Oh, who maketh us to deffer 


worke is his, let the glory be his alſo. let us ſay 
#s, Pſ. 115. 1. Not unto us, Lord, not unto us, 
but to thy name c. O how thankful was David 
at the xememberance hereof. Pl. 103. 1. 2. 3» 
PC, 40. 1. 2. 3 He brought me up our of an 


put a new ſong into my mouth even praiſe wato out 
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What tho? thou haſt not ſo great a ſhare here- 


in as ſome have, thcu haſt not ſuch gifts and utte- 
trance as ſome, nor ſuch comfort nor aſſurance as 


ſome, and therefore reckons thy {elf the leaſt, and 
ſometime leſs than the leaſt of all Saints: bat, be 


it ſo, that thy Lamp doth not ſhine ſo bright as 
ſome, yet be thankful for any Oyl in it: and, that 


it is not gone out: And tho' the great Builder 


hath not ſeen good to make thee a Pillar in his 
Houſe, yet be thankful thou art any part of his 
Houſe, tho' but as the Threſhhold to be gone over. 
"Tho? thou art not a Star of the firſt Magnitude, 
| bleſs God thou art not a wandring Star. What 


tho" thou art not a ſtrong Man in Chriſt, yet bleſs 


| God that thou art one of his Family, tho? a Babe 


that muſt be born upon the Side, and dandled 


upon the Knee: For, as a Father loves the Infant 


that can't ſpeak, as well as a Child that can do 
him ſervice, eſpecially when like him 3 ſo, tho* thou 


art but weak in Grace, thy Faith, and Joy run 
low yet thou may'ſt be as dear to God as. Abrabam „ 
and doubtleſs art; for, as it is not the ſtrength of 


Grace that moved God to love ſuch, but his love 
that made that Grace ſtrong, ſo, neither can weak 


Grace abate it. Tis a Miſtake to think that 
God's love is meaſured by our grace, or obedi- 


ENCE. Epbraim, of old, dſeem'd as weak as thou 
canſt be, Hoſ. 11 3. I Taught Ephraim alſo to 
o taking tbem by their Arms, he could not go, 
t as God did lead him; and it may be this is 
thy caſe : Jet, no ſooner did this feeble Ephraim 
begin co bemndan himſelf, under a ſenſe of his 


488 . 


weakneſs, 
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weakneſs, as it may be, thou haſt oſten done, but 
his Father's Bowels were moved towards him: 

and. he carries it with all tenderneſs, Jer. 31. 18. 
19. 20. I bave ſurely heard Ephraim bemaaning 
bimſelf, &c. Yea, when he began to backſlide, 
vet, ſee with what compaſſion his Father treats 
Him, Hoſ. 1 1. 8. 9. How ſhall I give thee up E- 
phraim, &. I will not execute the friercene(s of 
mine anger, I will not return to deſt roy Ephraim, 
Ar 1am God. Since therefore, don't de- 

ſpiſe the day of ſmall things, why ſhould we. Be 
thankful for a little, that's the way to have 
more. Mean time let it ſupport thee to know, 
thy weak grace is as ſure to hold out as the 
ſtrongeſt; and is attended with as complete a 
© Juſtification as the ſtrongeſt: And, will as ſurely 
I de perfected in glory. That is a ſweet promiſe 
in Mat. 12. 20. A bruiſed Reed ſhall be not break, 
and the-(moking flax ſhall be nos quench, till be 
| fend forth judgment unto victory. 
Baut ſtay; perhaps thy Sanctification may not 
be ſo (mall as thou thinkeſt 3 for as tis faid, Prov. 
13. 7. There is that maketh himſelf poor yet bath 
great 'Riches : ſo there may be ſome that think 
|. themſelves weak, and yet have great ſtrength. 
Paul ſtiles himſelf the leaſt of Saints, yea, leſs 
than the leaſt, Eph. 3. 8. as if he had flood for 
a mere cypher in the Church; and yet who re- 
ally ſtronger, that did more, or ſuffered more 
for Chriſt than he, So that the meaſure of grace 
| Is not always according to our apprehenſion; for 
as ſome may think they have much, when _— 
7: 1 515 ve 
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have neither part nor lot in this matter; ſo, ſome. 
may think they have but little, yea, perhaps, 
for a while, queſtion it they have any; and yet 
have much, As a Tree in the winter may look 
like one dead, and yet in the Summer may be 
ffruitful; ſo, our root - grace may be a live, yea, 
and ſtrong, when by reaſon of ſome ſtorme, our 
fruit may ſeem to fall off. To come therefore 
cloſe to the matter, to touch upon the grounds 
of this miſtake, and to endeavour as I go to recti- 
fie it. Poor ſoul, thou thinkeſt thy grace weak, 
becauſe thy comſorts run low, and thy doubts 
continue, but, under all theſe diſcouragments 
thou art reſolving, if he ſlay thee, ſtill to truſt in 
Chriſt; and hereby thou proveſt thy grace to be 
ſtrong, in believing. with Abraham, even a- 
gainſt hope. That faith that can belieye God loves 
us when ke is ſmiling upon us, is often ſhaken, 
when under thy diſcouragments: the former lives 


by ſenſe, while thou liveſt by faith, loving him 


vhom thou doſt not ſee. Again, thou thinkeſt 
thy grace weak, becauſe thou canſt not perform 
duties wich that vivacity of Soul thou deſireſt, 
but theſt earneſt deſires to ſerve God better, attend - 
ed witha conſtant perſormance of them, prove 
thy grace ſtrong; it being the property of a 
ſtrong believer, neyer to think he performs du- 
ties well enough 3 while, ſurely that grace muſt 
be weak, if true, where every duty, or indeed 
any duty is performed as well as it is deſired to 
be done. Again, chou thinkeſt thy grace weak 
dN.) ccauſe thou findeſt ſuch fiurings of Qorruptions 
Deer in 
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in thy heart, which are oppoſite to SanGificati- 
on: thou canſt not love God as thou wouldſt; 
but the earneſt prayers thou puteſt up to God, 


againſt theſe, and the tears thou ſnedeſt for tales 


prove thy grace ſtrong, while thou canſt not be 
content, unleſs God hath thy whole heart. but 


ſuppoſe thy grace really weak, yet the leaſt de- 
gree calls for thanks: ſaith the Apoſtle. Rom ,6- + 
17, but God be thanked that ye were the ſer- 
vants of fin, he thanks God that them dark days | 


were over. 


But methinks J here ſome: poor Soul ſay, ah, 
was [| but ſure I was truly Sanctified, tho? as to 
the meaſure, it was but as a grain of Muſtardſeed. 
how Joyful, how Thankful ſhould I be: But, 
alas, I fear I have none at all. I fear my heart 
is not right in the ſight of God, and that there 
is not ſo much as the Root of the Matter in me: 


and that, at beſi, I am but almoſt perſuaded to be 


a Chriſtian, Oh, how many Souls are thus kept 
under Bondage, confliging with doubts and fears, 
When they confider how far many have gone, and. 
yet had no true Grace 3 they can't but fear they 
are of that Number; and fo write bitter things 
againſt themſelves : their lives, by this means arc 
uncomfortable, and even the thoughts of death 
terrible. They ſeldome have any comfort, and 


when they have, ſoon loſe it, and fear all was a 
mere deluſion; and their fears preponderate their 
hope. They have a longer Night than Day, 
yea, ready to fear it never was Day to them. 
| Bats as Chriſt gave Feter a ſpecial Charge to _ 15 
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His Lambs, and therein ſhewed his Care of ſuch as 
are weak, ſo to theſe poor dejected Souls | ſhall © 


adreſs my (elf, and endeavour to fet_forth the 
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truth of Sanctification under its greateſt weakneſs; 


To the End, chat ſuch as can find the truth of 


Sanctiſication, tho* Weak, may rejoyce herein, 
and be thankful; that God may not loſe his glo- 


ry, nor they their comfort; that theſe Mourners 


in Sion may put on the Garments of praiſe for the 


Spirit of mourning and heavineſs. 
Therefore, true Sanctification when at the 
- weakeſt diſcovers the truth of it by the high e- 


ſteem the Soul hath for, and earneſt defire after 


holineſs, tho? the ſoul is not ſure it hath it, yet 
prizes and deſires it above the World; and thinks 
none ſo happy as thoſe that have it; and dreads 
nothing more than fin, that is contrary there- 


unto : is often praying, as Pſ. 119. 5. O that 


my ways were directed to keep thy ſtatutes. The 


Soul fees ſuch Beauties in Holineſs, that it had 
rather be poor and deſpiſed, and holy, than rich 
and honoured, and yet be wicked. | 

Nor, will ſuch a ſoul be perſuaded to caſt off 
its hope, or to give over its ꝑurſult after Holineſs, 


Go to ſuch a poor Soul, and ask him, art thou 


a' SanQified Man? Haſt thou received the Grace 
of God ? Oh fays he, this is that I amlonging to 
know, but can't attain to any comfortable per- 
ſuaſion of. ponies e I hope bem may = ſome 

thing in me, but anon my hopes take wing 
2540 1 thus I ſpend my weary Days, be- 
tween hope and fear; and upon the whole, I 


can t 


Ca 


og of 
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can't but fear I ſhall, after all, become a Cait- 
away. Suppoſe one ſhould lay, if fo, then caſt 
away thy hopes, take thy till of ſinfull pleaſures, 


cat, drink, ſince to morow thou ma yi die : don't 


Concern thy ſelf any more in the Service of him 
that affords thee no more comfort therein. No, 
would ſuch a fincere Soul ſay, tho? I am not ſure 
I am ſanctified, yet I will wait, in hope that 1 
may; and if I never am, yet, I will get as near 
to it as I can. If God will never accept of me 
for his Servant, the Devil ſhall never have my 
conſent to be his, If I never am helped into the 
Pool to heal my diſeaſes, yet, I'll get as near to 


it as I can, and there will I lie, and if it muſt be, 


die. If I die, faith the Soul, it ſhall be in a way 
of ſubmiſſion to him, and not in a way of Re- 


bellion againſt him, If 1 can't find enlargment 

in duty as I deſire, yet, : conſtant tho cold. 
And ifT can't ant pet the victory over ſin, yet, it ſhall 
never have quiet poſſeſſion in me. Th hus true 
Sandihcation ſhews it {elf to be true, tho weak. 


now ſuch a diſpoſition of ſoul as this, ſeems a 
good evidence thereof. As that woman that preſs d 
on her ſuit, when Chriſt call'd her a Dog, proved 
her faith ſtrong, ſo, thy high eſteem of holineſs, 
joyned with an eager purſuit after it; proves thy 


Sanctification true, at leaſt, if not ſtrong⸗ Oh, do 


thou give unto the Lord the glory due unto his 


Name, and rejoyce to think that he that hath be- 


HAS good work in ny will finiſh it, Phil, 
- $0; Os 
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15 Inference. If Sanctification is ſo exellent 
2 deſirable is it to ſee the glory 
of the latter Day. They that truly bewail the 
Evil of the preſent time, muſt needs Ok to ſee 
the dawning of that day; and ſay, come Lord 
Jelus, come quickly. O bleſſed day! when the 
(diviſions of God's people ſhall come to an end, 
and Ephraim no more envy Judah, nor Judah 
vex Ephraim; When the light of the Moon ſhall 
be as the light of the Sun 3 and the light of the 
Sun as the light of ſeven days; and Knowledge 
ſhall cover the Earth as the waters do the Sea. 
When the People ſhall be all righteous ; and ho- 
lineſs ſhall be written upon the Bells of the Horſ- 
es. When the very Name of Baalim (hall be taken 
[/ away, and God ſhall be worfhipped in ſpirit, 
1 wo in truth. When the ſcattered Tribes of /- 


rael ſhall be re · united; and no more termed de- 
folate or forſaken. When there ſhall be more 
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| plenteous effuſions of the ſpirit; and converts be d 
if like the dew ; and Souls ſhall flock to Chriſt as 0 
J Doves to the Windows. When Babylon (hall fall, Ir 
and Antichriſt be deſtroy'd, by Chriſt's Mouth, 1 
and by the brightneſs of his appearing. When ti 

the poor Heathen world ſhall be enlightned; and fi 

all the ends of the Earth (hall ſee the Salvation of { 

God. When Chrik ſhall take to himſelf his great el 


power and Reign; and daſh them in peices that 0 
will not that he ſhall reign over them; and cruſh - b 
all the mighty hunters of the Earth; and cauſe | F 

&] 


ſuch as ceaſe to ſpoile to be ſpoiled. When the 
{ lain witneſſes that have Propheſied in 1 
5 | ina 
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ſhall ariſe; and aſcend ; and their Enemies 
behold them; but not be able to hinder them. 
When the waters of the Sanctuary ſhall riſe 
higher and higher; till they cannot be paſſed 
over. When Kings ſhall be Nurſing-Fathers; 
and their Queens Nurſing- Mothers. When 
great Men ſhall be good Men 3 and good Men 
great Men. | 

The ſad diſappointments ſome have met with, 
whoſe earneſt deſires to ſee this Day have made 
them venture too far to predict the time when 
this g'orious Day will begin, will not give me 
leave to ſpeak on that Subject. Nor, dare [ affirm, 
as ſome do, that Chriſt ſhall come in Perſon to 


23 2 


Reign in the World. It ſhall ſuffice me to believe, 


that he will Reign Spiritually in his Saints, 
which to me is more deſirabſe than all the 
Pomp of this World, The Jews once expected 
Chriſt thus to come into the World, but being 
diſappointed, and finding his Kingdom was not 


of this World, thoſe that ſo longed for his com- 


ing, were his Murderers. Let us believe ſuch a 
Day will come, and let us pray for it; but, as for 


[ 


| 


: 
x 
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the time when, let us ſuſpend our Thoughts 


ſince *tis not for us to know the Times and Sea- | 


ſons which the Father hath put in his own Pow- 
er. Let us alſo believe, that this Kingdom will 
conſiſt in Righteouſneſs, and Peace, but let none 
be too confident in their Expectations of a Tem- 


poral Reign, conſiſting in Worldly Grandeur, left 


meeting with a diſappointment as the Jews did, 
they ſhould in the end, imitate them. 


L 2 16 Inference. 
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16 Laference. If Sanctification is ſo excellent 5 
and deſirable, hgw happy are the Saints above : a 
There the Bride has made her ſelf ready. Their 2 

Sanctification is as perfect as their Juſtification. h. 


Sin. in the Saints here, is like that Plague in that : 
Houſe, Lev. 15 that could not be got out, with L 
all the ſcraping, till the Houſe was pull'd down js 
but, when once we get to Heaven, we ſhall be 8 

faultleſs : Tis faid, 1. John, 3. 2, -- But we 5 
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know, that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like 
him. And ſure I am, to be like Chriſt will be no 
{mall part of Heavens happineſs. If Adam 
was ſo happy, ſo long as he retained the Image 
of God, what will our happineſs in Glory be, 
ſince this will excell that as much as Heaven 
excells Earth. 1. Cor. 1 5. 49. And as we have 
born the Image of the Earthy, we ſhall alſo hear the 
Image f the Heavenly. Adam ſoon loſt that 
Image of God, but, in Heaven, our holineſs will 
endure ſor ever. Oh bleſſed Day: when we 
ſhall be perfectly free from Sin, and have every 
- Grace perfected. There is no doubting Soul in 
Heaven 3 no dejected Soul in Heaven; there our 
fears will be wholly removed, and our ſtraighten- 
| ed Affections enlarged - The work of Heaven 
| | will be a ſweet Reſt. Chriſtian Reader, doth not 
| thy heart leap for joy to think of this? Is not 
jy - |-thisthatchou haſi been hoping for, and praying 
7 for, come then, cheer up ſweet Soul, the time Ot 
| thy deliverance draws nigh, Oh how.will Be- 
lievers ſhine in the Kingdom of their Father! 
81 hi DEED Bo, 68. 13, The" ye have lien 
| | amon . 


6 . * 


yellow Gold. There is nothing in Heaven bur 


iu the Congregation of the Righteous. O bleſſed 


bath! O how ſweetly do they agree, they are all | 
employed in the ſame work; all ſing the tame | 


without ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. They 


ever, and ever: their filthy Garments are all gone, 
and they brought into the Kings preſence as in 


Why are we then no more on the Wing to be 
. that I bad Wings like a Dove, for then could 
"Bluſh when we get to Heaven, (if ſuch a thin 
there) to think how imperfe& our Service 0 


God was here, and how ſhallow our moſt raiſcd 


What makes our ſluggiſh Souls then ſo glu'd 


Immortality? and why ſo loth to die ? ſceing 
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among the Pots, yet ſhall ye be as the N ings of a 
Dove, covered with Silver, and ber Feathers with | 
what is holy, there is a holy God, holy Angels, \ 
holy Saints, ever crying, holy, holy, holy. That is 
a ſweet Text to Believers, Pl. 1. 5. Therefore the 
Ungodly ſhall not ſtand in the Fudgment, nor Sin- 


Society above, who are keeping an eternal Sab- 


Song. How glorious is the Church above !| 


were glorious here, but their Glory was within; 
vail'd with the Fleſh ; but there their Glory is 
more viſible. They there ſhine as the Stars, for 


Rayment of Needle work, as of wrought Gold. 


gone? How ſhould we fay as, Pf. 55. 6. 0 


Fly away and be at reſt. O how ſhall we evei 


Conceptions of God and Heavenly things ! 


to this World, and fo loth to change this Cor- 
ruptible for Incorruption, and this Mortal for | 
we ſhall never be completely happy while we | 

. | * e live 
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live, Here we are but Dwarfs in Religion, bat 


there we ſhall arrive unto a perfect Man; unto 


the meaſure of the Stature of the fulneſs of 


Chriſt. That good Work in us now begun, 


will be fin-ſhed in that Day of Chciſt. He that 
hath now laid the Foundation, will then lay the 
Top-Stone ; when we fhall with ſhouting cry, 


Grace, Grace. As he will change our vile Bodies 


that they may be faſhioned like unto his glorious 
Body, fo, no leſs will he change our Souls into 
the likeneſs of his. Our higheſt meaſure ot San- 
ctification here, is but a mere prelibation of what 
we (halkhave there; but as a Drop to the val} 
Ocean : our Sun will then no more go down, 
nor our Moon withdraw its ſhining. Our San- 
ctification may well be compared to the Moon, 
that hath many dark Spots in it, and is oft De- 
crealing, Clouded, and Eclipled 3 but then it will 
be darkned no more; and then the Days of our 
Mourning for our Imperfections ſhall be ended, 
Ia. 60. 20. No complaining of a hard heart, or 
an unbelieving heart: there we ſhall be preſented 
faultleſs beſore his Throne with exceeding Joy. 
Jude, 24. Our Grace that now is in the 
tender Bud, will then be as a ſweet Flower, fully 
blown. That precious Seed ſown in ſo many 
Tears here, will then produce a Harvelt to our 
full content. And ſeeing nothing leſs than per- 
ſect Sanctification can content, God will ſay, 
be it unto thee even as thou willt. | 


* 


*Tis true, the Exerciſe of many duties will then 
ceaſe. No need to pray, when all our wants will 
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be fully ſupply d. No need to watch there, be- 
cauſe out of all danger. No Temple to hear in 
there, becauſe we ſhall all know even as we now . 
are known. No need of Chrilt's Supper there, 
ſince he commands us to do that only till he 


Come. 


Nor, will there be occaſion for the 8 of 
many Graces. No need of Repentance there, 
when Sin is wholly ſubdued. No need of Pati- 
ence there, when all our Tryals and Temptations 
will be ended. No need of hope there, when the 


ching hoped for will be ſeen, and enjoyed. No 


need of Faith there, when we ſhall have all the 


Promiſes fulfill d; and Chriſt in our Arms. 
Love, Love, will be the great Grace in exerciſe 


in Heaven. And for the ſame cauſe that Faith, 
and Hope ſhall ceaſe, Love will grow higher. 


| The nearer we are to Chriſt, and the more we 
enjoy of him, the dearer Love we ſhould have to 


him. As we ſhall there ſee him as we never ſaw 


him, ſo we ſhall love him as we never lov'd him. 


As we ſhall then ſee the cleareſt diſcoveries of 


his Love to us, ſo, we (hall feel our Affection 
more enlarged, and drawn out to him. If the 


Believer ſo loves. Chriſt now, whom he hath not 
ſeen, and of whom he can better conceive as de- 


ſpiſed and ſuffering, than in his exalted State, oh 


how will he love and admire him when he ſhall 
ſee him as he is, in all his Robes of Glory ! If he 
loves him ſo now, that he is even ſick of love for 
him, and yet perhaps hath bat ſome ſlender Con- 
jecture of being ven. by him, and Intereſted in 

him 
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him, oh, how will he love him; when he ſhall 
ſee him for himſelf, and be helped to ſay, My 
Beloved is mine, and I am his, Oh, when all 
Farticular Graces come thus to run in-one Chan- 
nel, how will it overflow all its Banks! Oh ſweet 
Day, when Chriſt ſhall ſay with reſpect to our 
Sanckification, as Cant. 4. 7. Thou art all fair 
my Love, there is no Spot in thee. Then will 
the Believer change his Mourning Garments for 
the Garments of Praiſe. . 

Nor {hall we be capable of ever loſing this Per- 
fection. There will be no Inclination, no Temp- 
tation to Sin againſt God. We ſhall not be like 
Adam in Paradiſe, who was made perfect, and 
upright, but coutinued in that State but a ſhort 
Seaſon, and then was driven out. Nor ſhall we 
be like the Angels that Sinned, who ſoon left 
their firſt State, and are now reſerved under 
Chains. No, no, as we had our firſt Grace frorn 
Chriſt, ſo the ſpring of all is ſtill in Chriſt, and 
ſo long as that living Fountain holds Full, we 
ſhall never want. All that Chriſt has is ours, if 
we are his. It will then be Proclaimed aloud, 
in the Streets of that new Fcruſalem, as Rev. 22. 
11. He that is Righteous let him be Righteous 
fill, and he that i. Holy let him be Holy ſtill. As 
there will be no alteration in the State of the 
Wicked for the better, when once Sentence is 
paſſed upon them, but they will be ever dying in 
their Sins; no more will there be any Change for 
the worſe in the Saints, when once entered, in- 
to their Maſter's Joy. Chriſt has promiſed ne 
Womb TIS | tha 


anal 6 4. n „„ PA 


The Beauties of Holineſt.' ' © 


When once the Believer is got into the Doors of 
his Father*s Houſe, he ſhall go no more out, Rev. 
3. 12. Here ſhall I dwell tor ever, will the Be- 
liever ſay. 

2 Ul: ſhall be of Comfort to Sanctified Souls. 
None have ſuch cauſe to rejoyce as theſe, Pl. 33. 
I. Rejoyce in the Lord, ye Righteous. *Tis pity 
to {ce a Godly Man dejected: Vet, alas, how 
many Mourners in Sion; and ſcarce any where 


more. The Wicked Chant to the ſound of the | 
Viol, &c. while many a Godly: Soul hangs his 


Harp on the Willows, and weeps 3 who ſcarce 


know whether they have moſt cauſe to rejoyce 


to think they have any true Holineſs, or mourn 
that they have no more. To rejoyce that the 
Root of the matter is in them, or to mourn that 
there isno more Fruit on them, They are like 


Iſrael, who, tho brought out of E Sibi, and in 


the right way to the Good Land, yet tts ſaid, 
Numb. 2 1. 4. And the Soul. of the People was 


much diſcouraged becauſe of the May. But ſure 1 


am, ſuch have more cauſe to rejoyce in what the 
Lord hath done for them, than to mourn for 
What the Devil or the World cando againſt them, 
If theſe will mourn, let it be becauſe they feel no 
more of this Sanctification in them: Sanifica» 


tion is cauſe of Conſolation in all Conditions we | 


can be brought into. 
I This is matter of Comfort when's in a 


and low Condition in the World; which 2. 
But he it fo, chat 


Cale of many a Godly Soul. 


—— 


ſhall Reign for ever and ever, Rev. 22. * 
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thou haſt as it were but a Handful of Meal in thy - 
Barrell, and but a little Oil in thy Cruſe 3 tho? the 
Labour of thy Olive fails, yet thou haſt cauſe to 
1 rejoyce in the God of thy Salvation. For tho? 
| thou haft not much of this World, thou haſt 
that which is more worth, and will ſtand thee in 

| more ſtead than the whole World, if it was all 
** thine. | 8 | | 
8 Lazarus was much happier when begging 
q Bread, than Dives that fared ſumptuouſly every 
Day. For, tho poor in the World, yet thou haſt 
3 great Riches. 2 Cor. 6. 10. As having nothing, 
| und yet p1ſſeſſing all things. Nor hath the Godly 
| Man only St to rejoyce in ſpiritual Bleſſings, 
but alſo to think, that God has engaged himſelf * 
to provide what is neceflary as to this Life. 1. 
Lim. 4. 8. Godlineſs is prophitable unto all things, . 

1 Ba ving a promiſe of the Life that now is &c. He 
| | will certainly give to ſuch what he ſees beſt; 
| and what we have by Promiſe is ſurer than any 
WO worldly Sabfance : For this may fail, but God 
never fails of his Word. O how rarely might a 
Godly Man live, was it not for Unbelief. Tis 
this that makes his Life thore uncomfortable than 
any real Want. Gad his Promiſed that his 
Saints ſhall ys what God 

denies to ſuch is not'*go00d for them, whatever 
it may be in it ſelf, atid to ſome others. If the 
Saint hath but enough to carry him Home, he is 
Ach eneugh; His Freafure is in Heaven, he 
4s going tea Kingdom that can't be moved, to 
| kifictitance that-falech not away: This 1 


| The Beauties of Holineſs, 15g 
the Apoſtle ſay, Phil. 4. 11. 1 have learned in 
whatſoever State I am, therewith to be content. 
So, 1. Tim. 6. 6. For Godlineſs with Content- 
ment is great Gain. Godlineſs and Contentment 
are Sweet Companions : *tis pity to ſee a Godly 
Man diſcontented, and ſad to {ce others Content- 
ed. O don't let a Godly Man once murmer 
againſt God, or repine to ſee what others enjoy; 
it the World doth not envy us what we have, let 
not us envy them their ſhort-liv'd Portion. | 
2. This is matter of Comfort under Reproach 
from the World. To be Reproached for Chriſt's 
fake proves us happy. As Chriſt's Holineſs ex- 
poſed him to the Scorn of the World, fo will 
ours expoſe us; but, let it comfort us to think, 
who, and what we ſuffer for. Let the World 
caſt out out Name, Chriſt will find it when the 
Bock of Life comes to be opened. Let Men 
Curſe, if God doth but Bleſs, Let not the Scorns 
of the Iſhmaels weaken our hands in. ſo good a 
work. We ſerve a good Maſter, who will not 


forget our Labour of Love. As he knows it & ⁶ 


for his ſake that we ſuffer, ſo, hell ſirengthen his 
People in this World, and wipe off the Reproach * 
of Godlineſs in the World to come. „5 
3. This will be matter of Comfort on a dying 
Bed. When we can ſay, Remember, O Lord, 
how I have walked before thee. When the Wiek 
ed will be at their witts end, to ſee the Miſery 
that then is coming upon them 3 the Righteous 
Man will have hope in his Death. Nor need it 
ſeem ſtrange, that there ſhould be ſuch a diffe- 


* hy 
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rence betweeen theſe, as to their Comfort at death, 
ſeeing there was ſuch a differehce in their Life; 


and will be ſuch a difference as to their Eternal 


State after death, For, ſaith our Lord, Mat. 25 


46. And theſe (hall go away into everlaſting Pun- 


 #ſhment, but the Righteous into Life Eternal. O 


N 


how have holy Souls Triumphed over Death, 
when in the exerciſe of Faith ! Pſ. 2 3. 4. Yes tho 
J walk through the Valley of the Shadow of 
Death I vill fear no Evil. Tho? Death firips 
us of all Earthly Comforts, it can't deprive us of 


the Conſolations of God, And tho? all Sanctifi⸗- 
ed Souls are not equally comforted in that Day, 


vet they are equally ſafe. Come then, Sweet 
Saint, thou that all thy life-time, through fear of 


{ Detabhaſt been ſubject to bondage; checr up, 
Death can't hurt thee as to thy Eternal State. 
Fear not, but that God whom thou haſt ſerved 
in thy life, will ſtand by thee in that needful 
Hour. And, as he has had the glory of thy life, 
ſo he will give thee the Comfort at thy death, 
In all my converſing with dying Saints, I have 
ſearce known, one eminently Godly Soul, go 


out of the World in the dark, whatever their 


| * "from our Sanctification. 


"doubts and fears might have been before. And 


as I have ſhew*d what matter of Comfort this is 


under all our Tryals, ſo, now I ſhall ſhew on 
"what Account it is ſo: Now, there are ſeveral 
-comfortable Conſiderations may ſafely be drawn 


* 


1 From 
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1 From hence we may Infallibly conclude, we 
are elected from Eternity. Had not God choſen 
us before time, he had not Sanctified us in 
time: Hence we are ſaid to be choſen to Salva- 
tion, through Sanctification, 2. Theſſ. 2. 13. in 
making our calling ſure, we make our election 
ſure, 2. Pet. I. 10. I cannot ſay, that every ſancti- 
fied Soul knows this; for there are ſome that 
are Sanctified, that are not ſure they are ſo, and'tis 
no wonder if ſuch 59 not know they are Elected. 
But, whether know it or not, the 
thing is true in it "Car: if the heart of God had 
not been firſt ſet upon us, this glorious Image of 
God had not been wrought in us: He that can 
ſenfibly feel the latter, may ſafely conclude the 
former. Tho? a Soul may be Elected, that is not 
yet Sanctified, yet, we have no reaſon to think, 
there ever was a Soul ſanctified, but what was 
fiſt Ele&ed.. I know, there are ſome that tell us, 
that all the Elect ſhall be ſaved; and that others 
may be ſaved, and conſequently ſanctified if the 
will; but if theſe perſons would plainly tell us 
which way this Cwill) muſt be wrought, We 
might the better give our opinion. In the mean 
time, it looks as if this Cwill) in them, came 
Tome other way then that Cwill)i in the Elect. 
But, to me it ſeems ſtrange, that all the world 
ſhould be under a poſſibility of being faved, and 
yet no_ endeavours to prove that ever any one be- 
fide the Ele& were actually ſaved. I confeſs, one 
ſuch Inſtance would have done good ſervice; to 


their cauſe. Nor can I think that Doctrine ſo * 3 
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comfort as they Imagine, till ſome one ſuch in- 
| ſtance is given. And ſupoſe it ſhould, it no ways 
weakens the comfort of ſuch as are ſanctified; 
ſince thoſe one both ſides are owned to be ſafe : 
Eſpecially, if they can but ſtand their Ground; 
and, take care to Preſerve what they never 
wrought, C5 wei 

And, as this is an undoubted Character of one 
Elected from Eternity, ſo, what unſpeakable 
comfort may flow from hence. when the Apoſtles 


told Chriſt, that the Devils were ſubje& to them; 
he anſwered, Luke, 10. 20. Rather rejojee, be- 
cauſe Jour names are written in heaven, poor - 
Soul, it may be, the time has been, when thou 
haſt thought, Oh what would I give to know 


that I am Elected. Why, by this thou may'ſt 


know, when the Spirit bears witneſs to his own 


work in thee. ; If thou art a ſanctified Soul thou 


halt hor the gulf; the hazards of thy non- electi- 


on are over; if but two are choſen out, of the 
world thou art one of them. 
Nor is there any other way of knowing this, 


without our being ſanctified. The Spirit never 


'witheſſts aur Election without our Sanctification. 
Tis daring preſumption for a wicked Man to lay 


claim hereunto... For tho? 'tis poſſible be may be 


inte reſted herein, yet, tis next to an impolſſibility 
for him to Know 1 it, while ſuch; it being a ſecret 
"that God is wont to keep in his own Breaſt, 
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| while the greateſt degree would fail, if left to it 
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2 We may to our comſort conclude, from 
our Sanctification, our certain perſeverance 
therein: this good part ſhall never be taken from 
us. This Seed of God will ever remain in us: he 
that ſowed it will alſo water it. Phil. 1. 6. Being 
' Confident of this very thing, that be which bath 
begun a good work in you, will perform it untill 
be day of Feſus chriſt. It will be as ſurely finiſh- 
cd. as it is begun. Tho' the work is newly be- 
gun, tho? weak, and in thine own eyes, as it were 
ready to die, yet, he that laid the Foundation, 
will 5 the to "Stone. Qur ſtreams tho! low, are 
continually fed frem Chriſt that living Fountain, 
above. Our perſeverance in holineſs doth not de- 
pend on the meaſure of it? but on Chriſt's cove- 


. nant-engagements for us. Whole grace is, and 
ever will be ſufficient for us. This made Paal to 
| glory in his infirmities 2 Cor. 12. 9. The ſeaſt 

egree of Sanctification will prove inſuperable, be- 
ing ſuported by the hand that firſt wrought it; 


ſelf. If God is for us, who can be againſt us? if 
wee take our Eye off from God, alas, our comforts . 
in this reſpect are gone, but in depending on him 2 
we are ſafe, that is a comfortable text, Heb 
10. 14. For by one offering ke bath perfected for 
ever them that are Sanctiſied. Not, that from 
hence we are to ſuppoſe there is ſuch a thing as 
perfect Sanctification, as to degree, in this life, but 
to ſhew, that by virtue of that one offering it is 
ſecured, as to its duration; and all other privi- 


edges purchaſed thereby. „„ 
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N 3 From our Sanctification we may Infallibly 
1 conclude..our glorthcation.” As never any Soul got 
to Heaven without it, ſo, never did a Soul 80 to 


Hell with it. Our fitneſs for Heaven is a ſure e vi- 
dence of our enterance into it. The Lord bath (| 
| ſet apart him that is Godly for himſclf, Pl. 4: 3. 
he that gives grace here, will give glory hereafter, 
and our walking uprightly is an equal: evidence 
of both. Pl. 84. 11. Our being begotten again, 
is in order to an inheritance that fadeth not away. | 
From this work of Sanctification we may look |. 
back, and ſee our Election; from this we may | 
ok forward, and ſee our Glorification. The ve- © | 4 
ry perſons whom God predeſtinated to be con- 
PEI to the Image of bis Son, them alſo he is 
Maid to Glorifie. Mons 8. 29. 30. Holineſs is 
Heaven begun, and » is Holineſs perfected. " "nm 
He that believerh hath-everlaſting life ; in that he 
is as ſure of Heaven as if he was in it. Our Lord 
vill have his Servants about him, John, 12. 26. 
1 any mar ſerve me let him follow me, and where 
I am there ſhal. alſo my Servant be: if am man 
2 ſerve. me, fo. will my Father honour. As we hon - 

[ our God b our _ jence now, ſo, he will hon- 
* our 55 nk his prelence | then: hence, {aj ith the A- 
4 om. 6, 22, Ne; bave your fruit unto 

55 and the,e: end everlaſting Life. Our labour 

| 5 not be in vain, if in the Lord 1 Cor. 15. 58. 
2 Why ſceing theſe things are thus, let us do all 

| TE, for Ged. Let our light ſo ſhine” before 
that they may ſee our 800d wor ks. that is a 
. word, 2 Cor. 7. 1. Te" therefore 


theſe 
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theſe promiſes, ( dearly beloved ) let us br our 
ſel ves from all filtbineſs of the fleſh, and ſpirit, per- 
fecting Holineſs, in the fear of God. God hath 
not made theſe promiſes that we ſhould indu'ge 
our ſelves in ſloth; but to quicken us to holinels. 
Let us be humble that we have done no more 
for God: that our ſanctification bears ſo little pro- 


portion to the means we Enjoy, the rule we are 


to walk by, or to the priviledges the Saints En- 
joy. And ſeeing it was one great End of Chiilt's 


death, to puritie to himſelf a peculiar People, zea- 


ous of good works, let us endeavour to promote 


this good end, Let the grace of Godteach us to 
live Soberly, Righteouſly, and Godly, in this pre- 


ſent world. Tit, 2. 14. And, ſeeing we that are 


in Chriſt are deliver'd from the hands of our 


Enemies, let us ſerve him that deliver d us with- 


out fear, in holineſs, and Righteouſneſs, all the 


Days of our Life, Luke, 1. 75. "Tis an ealic 
thing to Counterſeit a Saint in word, but not 
in deed. *Tis a greater thing to be a Chriſtian 
indeed, then the world think it to be. They 
think nothing i is calier, when indeed nothing is 
8 Here mui be ſtriving, running, fighi- 


ö Ing, &c. and all little enough. 


us by divine aſſiſtance be laying out ſelves 


_ xx in our ſeveral Capacities, for the promoting the 
= .honour of God; and enter our proteſt againſt 


. whatſoever is oppolite thereunto: having no 


| *Fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of Dark- 
|  .neſs, but rather reprove them; let us dread bei 
ulelels; ring a uſeleſs Perſon is a PINE 
NN | 
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the bend. As God did not at firſt endue us with 


2 rational Soul for nothing, ſo, let us Endeavour 
do anſwer the ends of our Creation, and the 


higher obligations God hath laid us under, that 
arc Created again in Chriſt Jeſus: And not diſ- 


| grace our Heaven born Souls, by a ſupine and 
careleſs Ar - or doing the works of | 


Darkneſs. . 
Let thoſe that are Rich honour God with their 


"Subſtance, and open their harids wide for the 
Relief of Chriſt's Poor: And for the promoting 


any good work in the World. And while we 


5 carefully avoid the Popiſh Doctrine of merit, and 
that Charity will bring us to Heaven; let us be- 
Ware of falling i into an errour equally pernicioas3 
to think we tan get to Heaven in neglect, and 
conterpt of Tuch good. works. Feating God, and 


hati ing Covetiouſneſs are joyved together, Exod. 


mournin 


„ 1 And the Apoſtle would 3 4 have cove- 
caſa ſo mack as named among Saints. Works 
- "Oh; Mercy, and Ohatity, tho* eſſential ＋ 1 20m! = > 
Anity, are by many almoſt laid aſide. Many are 
ſaying as he, 1 Sam. 25. 11. Sha T 1 0 pr — & 
Bread, and my Water, and my Fleſh that I bave 5 'F 
"killed for my Shearers, and give it anto men whons . 
Ian or z bence they are Oh, never let us ſaffer 
= *Chrift* $ Intereſt to fink while we have a hand t.. 
KK to ſupport itz or «Child of God'tog 
Y Wn of Bread, while we know it, and have 2 


85 


Cap running Over. As we haye all from God, fo. 1 * 


l 5 


| er us think that put cut to the beſt uſe that is lent f 'Y 2 0 
1 he, * WN E 2 = 4 * '- 5 


T . Nestes Aloe, == 
He that bath pity on the Poor, lendeth unto the 
Lerd, and that which he hath given will be pay al 

bimagain . Obſerve, that we give to to the Poor, 
we do but lend to the Lord, Yea, let ſuch as are 
Rich do ſomething; Dying, and not leave all 
their Subſtance to their Babes, which is the chap» - 
acter of wicked Men. Pl. 17. 14. is ſad to 
ſee how ſome Profeſſors die. They die as if they 
deſired Religion to die with them, while they 
leave nothing to ſupport it, or the true Profeſſors 
of it, when they are gone. Tis greatly to be 
feared, ſuch were Strangers to Sanctification 
while they liv'd, that were full and Rich, and 

did no good when they Died. = 

Ina word; let our converſation be as becomes "Y 

tze Goſpel: Let it be more in heaven: Let tie 

glory of God in this World, and the Enjoyment 23 


=F 


of God in the World to come, be the chief 
fſtdzhings we have in view. Let us always act as un- 
de the Eye of God; living every day, and Im- 
proving every duty as if our laſt: Let us live ?: 
dove the World, while in it: And as they that 
7 | © have taſted the Powers of the World to comm. 


A .,s che Soul is of the greateſt worth, ſo let that be 1 
dae principal thing we are concern d about. 
ct us beware of a trifling Spirit, in matters of 
ſiuch moment. And give our uttermoſt diligenae 3 4 
chat we may be found of Chriſt in peace at his * 
I coming: et that one hour with Chuilt, 
'F 88 will — a e of doing, yea, ot {alfer- 2 ] 
ng, for Chrift. all. conclude with Phil. 4-8. . 
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_ 5 Set en things are lovely, wöbat ſoever 
5 575 * are of good report, if there be any Ve tue, + 
e any Praiſe, think. on theſe things, 75, 
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